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Protecting Children & Supporting their Wellbeing
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Welcome


Welcome back to our nursery children who have safely returned after the summer. 


We extend a very warm welcome to our new children and their families. Everyone is settling well. 











Suitable Clothing


Please dress or provide the nursery with clothing that will suit all weathers. We operate a free flow system between indoors & out therefore our children are outside in all weathers.





Please remember to put your child’s name on items of clothing, indoor shoes, wellies etc. It is helpful if you supply a soft pair of shoes for the children to change into whilst at nursery. Please note slippers are not suitable.





Could you please provide a spare set of clothes for your child including pants & socks. Your child will have a bag on their peg which can be used for spare clothes & soft shoes.
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Nursery Session


Please remember our main operating times are 9.00am to 3.00pm. Can you please drop & collect your child during these hours as it ensures the smooth running of the nursery. 








Healthy Lunch Ideas


The Rainbow Room choose their lunch options from a visual board at the front entrance. Please ensure you support your child to do this on a daily basis. There is also a section if your child has brought a packed lunch. The board is transported to the playroom for lunch time. This helps your child remember what they have chosen & is very useful for staff who supervise the lunch routine. We are continuing to encourage our children to be as independent as they can. 


Thank you for your support with this. 





Please visit the NHS website for ideas for healthy lunch & snacks.





https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/healthier-snacks/





Holiday List 


I have attached a list of holidays from now until June 2025. 


 











Gifts


As a staff team we would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents / carers for their generosity at the end of term. We were overwhelmed with the gifts, cards & goodies to eat !! Thank you once again.








Target & Current Interests


We will be sending home a form for you to complete with any targets you want us to focus on at nursery & to inform us of current interests that your child may have. We use this information to assist reports or completing settling in reports. 











Kids Café on a Wednesday


On a Wednesday morning (9.00am-9.30am) a keyworker group from the Rainbow Room will go to the Community Centre café for their snack. We invite a family member along to join your child for tea, toast & a blether along with your child’s keyworker (where possible). It also provides opportunities for real life experiences such as ordering from a menu, paying for their food & etc.


A rota will be published & shared with you. We hope you can make it along. 

















Communication


We update our X page formally known as Twitter @GibshillCC to inform you of important information about the nursery & in our community.


If you have recently tried to join our Twitter & it is ‘pending’ please speak to a member of staff & inform us of the username you have in order for us to accept you.





Letters are emailed to you therefore please make sure you check your inbox on a regular basis. As we are an Eco nursery we try to reduce, recycle & re-use.


If you do not have email access or would prefer a hard copy please speak to Janine or Jenna. 


We know that due to the procedure for drop off & pick up you are not seeing your child’s keyworker on a daily basis.  


If you have any ideas or suggestions to make which you feel would help improve any of our procedures please share these with us. We now have a Suggestion Tree in our front foyer. If you have a comment, suggestion or ideas please choose a leaf & write it on. Your views & opinions are important to us.








Staffing Update





We have welcomed:


Jen & Michelle to our Rainbow Room & Heather & Steph to our Smillie Room.  Our staff swapped their areas of work when we returned in August. 











Weekly Contribution


We are happy to accept a weekly contribution which we will put towards buying extra resources & for the fun events that we organise. The suggested amount is £1 per week however we are aware that this a challenging & difficult time for families therefore any spare change will be greatly appreciated. We have special Rainbow shaped banks that your child can add their pennies to when they arrive at nursery. 








Toilet Facilities


If you require to support your child at the toilet we ask that you use the adult toilets which are situated off the corridor. The children’s toilets off the playroom are accessed by all children therefore we need to respect individual’s privacy.


Thanking you in your co-operation with this matter.








Weekly Bookbug Sessions


We will be running a Bookbug Session in our Smillie Room. If you have a child who attends our nursery & have a younger child we are extending this invite for you to come along & join in. The session will be from 9.15am-9.45am.


We are also encouraging parents from the Smillie Room to stay for this session on a WEDNESDAY morning. 


We aim to start these sessions on ednesday 11 September.  We hope you can come along.





Parent & Toddlers Group


& Community Food Fridge


The Community centre have a parent & toddler group every Tuesday morning from 9.30am to 11.30. The cost is £2.00 which includes a tea/coffee & snack for the children.





The Community Food Fridge is available for anyone to access on a Monday to Thursday 9.30am – 1.30pm & at various times over the weekend. 


This fridge is filled on a regular basis with a variety of food for meals. 











Learning Journals & What We Are learning


Journals are a way of recording & tracking children’s individual progress & celebrating achievement. Your child’s keyworker will add photos & observations, track & assess. In order for you to access this you will need to provide us with an email address. You will then be asked for a pin code. When new information has been added regarding your child you will receive an email asking you to log in & view. You will also be invited to comment on your child’s learning. We are hoping this is a more accessible way for you to view your child’s time at nursery. 


You are also able to add photographs & information to the journal about any achievements, interests, family days outs/events that you want to share with us. It is a two way process which enables us to share information in a quick & easy way.  


When you child is ready to leave nursery we will give you the full profile. If you have no access to a computer please speak to Janine or Jenna. Most parents should have received notification for you to set up the Learning Journal & pin for you to access these.











Toothbrushing


We will be returning to the Childsmile Toothbrushing programme in the near future. We will inform you of the actual date that we will reintroduce this to our nursery day. If you do not wish your child to be involved in this programme then please inform us by putting this in writing.





Parents Committee 


We are looking for new members to join our Parent’s Committee. We meet on a termly basis to plan & discuss future events & we are always keen to hear your ideas & suggestions. If you are interested please speak to Janine or Jenna. 














Stay & Play


Every year we participate in Maths week. If your child is in the Rainbow Room we are inviting you along to a Stay & Play session with your child. There will be a maths & numeracy focus. The dates for the Rainbow Room are Monday 23 September, Tuesday 24 September & Thursday 26 September from 1.30pm to 2.30pm.


We will display a calendar for you to add your name to for whatever day suits you best to attend. We hope you can make it along. 








Protecting Children & Supporting their Wellbeing


It is everyone's responsibility to keep our children safe & well. If you have a concern about a child please speak to either Jenna or myself or a member of our staff team. We will then act on this information accordingly.


The lead Child Protection Officer for Gibshill Children's Centre is the Head of Centre, Janine Burns.











Dinky Diggers


Belville Community Gardens are including us in their stay & play sessions. These will be facilitated in our outdoor area. There are opportunities for cooking on the fire pit, looking for bugs & many more fun activities. If you are interested in coming along the dates & times are:


Wednesday 4 September 10.00am to 11.00am


Wednesday 2 October 10.00am to 11.00am


Wednesday 10 November 10.00am to 11.00am


Wednesday 4 December 10.00am to 11.00am





Dates for your Diary





Wednesday 4 September – Dinky Diggers 10.00am-11.00am





Wednesday 11 September – Bookbug in the Smillie Room





Wednesday 18 September – Kids Café begins. Please see rota below.





Friday 27 September – NURSERY CLOSED. LOCAL HOLIDAY





Monday 30 September – NURSERY CLOSED. LOCAL HOLIDAY





Monday 23 September, Tuesday 24 September & Thursday 26 September – Maths Week & Stay & Play sessions.





Wednesday 2 October – Dinky Diggers 10.00am-11.00am





Monday 14 October to Friday 18 October – NURSERY CLOSED. October break





Monday 21 October – NURSERY CLOSED. In-service Day





Thursday 31 October – Hallowe’en activities.





Wednesday – Kids café starting 6 September 9.00am-9.30am


Date�
Group�
�
18.9.24�
Hilary�
�
25.9.24�
Michelle�
�
2.10.24�
Jen�
�
9.10.24�
Angela�
�
23.10.24�
Sam�
�












