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A Man’s A Marn is one of Burns’ most
famous songs. It was written in 1795, when
less than 3 percent of Joeoy[é in Scotland
had the m’gﬁt to vote. Power [ay in the
hands of a tiny, land owning minority.

Burns was part of a growing movemem[“for
rej’orm and this S0Ng expresses his cfeqp Y
held belief that all of humankind should be
eclua[, regarcf[éss of their wealth or social
status.

The song is still very ]ooyu[m tocfay and
was sung at the qpening cf the new Scottish
Parliament in 1999.



I the fz’ryf verse ‘Burns s sayi'r;? that a person’s
true value is his character, not his wealth or social

Is tﬁe’%" honest P overty class. Q—[onesty is more important than status.
That hings his heid, an’ a’ that;

The coward slave we pass him @ He comyare’s a man to a coin - the stamp on the
We dare be /oaiﬁrd’ that! coin represents the social status or rank, but the
For a’ that an’ a’ that; true cﬁ};mcter cf the person is the gofdl 'L’tsegf.

Ouyr tolls obscure an’ a’ that;

The rank is but the Juinea’s stamp,
The man’s the gom&(or a’ that:




What though on hamely fare we dine,
Wear hoddin grey, an’ a that;

Gie fools their si[Zs, and knaves their wine;
A Man's a ‘Man for a' that:

For a' that, and a' that,

Their tinsel show, an' a' that;

The honest man, tho' e'er sae poor,

1s king o' men for a' that..

TIn the second verse Burns contrasts the ﬁﬂme@ ﬁzre (yz’ﬂ’zjﬂ/é fmﬂ
and hoddin gre (coarse cloth) J a poor man with the silks and
wines g[ wealt yfooﬁf

He descrives the ﬂ/c'zmomf J the vich as a ﬁz’w/éw tinsel show’

while the ? poor man s &mefz‘y makes him ?(z’ﬂg o’ mern’,



Ye see yon birkie, ca'd a lord,
Wha struts, an' stares, an' a' that;

Tho' hundreds worship at his word,
He's but a coof for a' that:

For a' that, an’ a' that,

His ribband, star, an’ a' that:

The man o’ independent mind

He looks an’ laughs at a' that.

Burns uses the third verse to mock the .%fﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂé‘é of the

jﬂawgﬁ@/ /Zm%owmﬁ’ﬂﬂ classes. A man who can tﬁz’ﬂ,@ﬁr himself is
worth more than the idiot (‘mg@ who has the title 0f[m¢[




Then let us pray that come it may,

As come it will for a' that,

That Sense and Worth, o'er a' the earth,
Shall bear the gree, an' a' that.

For a' that, an’ a' that,

It's coming vet for a’' that,

That Man to Man, the world o'er,
Shall brothers be for a' that.

ﬁefz’mz/ verse expresses Burns’ be. ;/ that /egfafe across the ﬂ/o'éfe would one déy come
faﬂez%er to create a better world, where ﬂ//jﬂeg/ﬂ/é were treated e egud@.

PBurns wrote A Man’s A Man over 200 years ago, but it’s message still vesonates zw/izy as
we work z“aﬂez%er to ﬁmfi/ﬁgw far the /zﬁum
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