YMI Scottish Borders:
Easy GarageBand In The Classroom
Smart String Orchestra
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If there is a project already open
then tap the file icon to return to
the recent projects page and then
tap plus to start a new project
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Tap on 1st and 2nd violins, violas and cellos to turn off their spotlights.
Leave the spotlight on the double bass, then select Autoplay number 4
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Press a chord strip and listen to the long, smooth notes
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played by the double bass. This sound is made by pulling
the bow smoothly across the strings. The musical word for
these sustained notes is legato. You will also notice that the
pitch of the bass notes is very low.
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Next, tap to add the cellos. They play at a slightly higher
pitch and are also using the bow smoothly to play legato.
Go ahead and add one more instrument at a time until
you can hear the whole string orchestra playing together.
Listen to the pitch of each instrument getting gradually
higher. In this style all the instruments are playing legato.
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When you have listened to the Romantic
style strings, tap to choose Pop style.

15:45 Mon 8 Mar

Chords

/ / '

N T, s I

1st Violins 2nd Violins Violas Cellos Basses

O A A . . . A

Select Autoplay 2
Tap a chord strip to listen to this style of string playing.
The instruments are played with a short, spiky bow stroke.
The musical word for these short, separated notes is staccato.
The notes in this example are played to a steady beat that you
can count along to.
Try listening to individual instruments and pairs as well as the
whole string orchestra together.
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Now let’s select Modern strings
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Select Autoplay 3
Try listening to the basses and cellos together - their part is low in
pitch, staccato and has lots of rhythmic energy.

Next try violas with 2nd violins - their music has lots of notes
running up and down to make the music sound exciting and lively.
The 1st violins are playing a long, sustained high note
over the top of the busy texture.

Now listen to everything together and see if you can pick out the
sounds of the different instruments.
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Now let’s select Cinematic strings
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Select Autoplay 1
Tap a chord strip to hear the string orchestra
playing pizzicato - that means plucking the strings
instead of using the bow. You can really hear the
strings ringing! Try out some different instrument
combinations.
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Let’s try recording a little piece for string orchestra!
Select the basses and cellos, check your metronome
is turned on. Press play and practise counting in 8s
along to the clicks, clapping just after 8 and before 1.

Tap return to make sure the arrow is at the start of the
ruler guide.
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The chord sequence is:
C2345678
F2345678
Dm23456738
G2345678

When you press record, C will come
just after beat 4 of the 4-click count-in. l
Once you have recorded the ruler guide will turn green.
If you want to re-record, remember to tap return first to put
the arrow back to number 1 on the ruler guide.
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Let’s save and name your project before we add any more.
Tap the file icon.
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Tap on your project and rename it
GarageBand Recents Smart String Orchestra

=9 Shared Documents

# iCloud Drive Smart String Smart My Song Ode to Joy Beginning
Orchestra Instrum...ts Track

On My iPad

@ OneDrive
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When you are ready to continue

GarageBand Recents ., i reopen your project.

=9 shared Documents

Locations v
® iCloud Drive Smart String Smart Smart Ode to Joy Beginning
Orchestra Instrum...Track 2 Instrum...ts Track
[] onMyiPad

Cinematic

Swipe right here to reveal the track volume controls
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O\\———-Tap the speaker icon to mute the track you have

recorded. The track will turn grey - this means you
won’t hear it while you record your next track.
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Select Cinematic, 2nd violins and violas, and Autoplay 4.
Press return, then record the chord sequence:

C2345678

F2345678
Dm2345678

G2345678

If you want to re-record, remember to tap return first!
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Tap the tracks view button to see both your tracks




15:34 Tue 9 Mar

to listen to them both together.
Then tap the speakers to mute both tracks - they should both
turn grey.
Tap the sound browser icon to add the last strings track.
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Select 1st violins and Autoplay 1
Tap return to put the arrow back to the start of the ruler guide and
record the chord sequence - you will have to count carefully along
with the clicks as the 1st violins are playing long legato notes.
Remember C comes just after 4 of the 4-click count-in.
Chord Sequence:
C2345678
F2345678
Dm2345678
G2345678
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When you are happy with your recording
tap the tracks view icon
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Tap to unmute the top two tracks
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Tap the metronome to turn off the click track.
Adjust the balance between the tracks so that you can
hear all the different layers clearly.

Try turning the pizzicato bass track up nearly full,
the middle strings track just below halfway and
the romantic strings track a little above halfway.
Have a listen and decide if you are happy with the
balance and then enjoy the finished piece!

We hope you have enjoyed this YMI Scottish Borders GarageBand Project.
You will find more resources for using GarageBand in the classroom on the
YMI Making Music Team

Scottish Government

X

gov.scot

ALBA | CHRUTHACHAIL




