
The W.L STEM chat 

Ways to keep updated:

TWITTER :   @WL_STEM

BLOG :  BLOGS /GLOWSCOT /WLSTEM

SHAREPOINT :  WESTLOTHIANCOUNCIL /WLSTEM

Meet our RAiSE Primary Science
Development Officer
NICOLA  CONNOR

Providing online CLPL- a list of clpl can be found in the upcoming clpl section.

Signpost you to high quality resources and opportunities for you and your pupils

Work alongside you to develop Science and STEM in your setting, through workshops and professional enquiry

Develop a Primary STEM network across all schools to share practice and collaboration between mentors.

We’re delighted to announce that West Lothian Council has seconded Nicola Connor as the new Primary Science

Development Officer for the RAISE (Raising Aspirations in Science Education) Programme in West Lothian.

RAiSE is delivered through a partnership of The Wood Foundation, Education Scotland, Scottish

Government and participating local authorities to create motivating and inspiring STEM opportunities for young

people. This will increase their understanding of the world we live and encourage them to use STEM skills and

knowledge to become creative, resourceful and enterprising adults.

As part of her role, Nicola will be working with the RAiSE network of PSDO's across Scotland, collaborating to

create resources to support teachers, attending clpl to share in West Lothian or learning about opportunities for

schools/clusters to join in. One such collaboration was with the RIC PSDO's to create context for learning planners

to support teachers coming back in August. Those can be found on the STEM share point:

https://glowscotland.sharepoint.com/sites/WestLothianCouncil/wlstem. They were created with the Agile IDL West

Lothian priority in mind and have blended learning tasks set out too. 

Nicola can provide support through:

Every school is on a different journey with their STEM/Science so Nicola is happy to discuss with you where you are

and what next steps could look like if you aren't sure. Please get in touch to arrange an online meeting with Nicola

and we can talk through what you need for this session. Any questions/queries please get in touch through:

nicola.connor@westlothian.gov.uk 
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Upcoming CLPL             

4 T H  S E P T :  Y O U N G  S T E M  L E A D E R
P R O G R A M M E  1 . 3 0 P M - 3 . 3 0 P M

2 5 T H  S E P T :  T A P S  ( T E A C H E R
A S S E S S I N G  P R A C T I C A L  S C I E N C E )

1 . 3 0 P M - 3 . 3 0 P M

1 1 T H  S E P T  &  2 N D  O C T :  S T E M :
I M P R O V I N G  G E N D E R  B A L A N C E ,

E Q U I T Y  A N D  E Q U A L I T Y -  T W O  P A R T
1 . 3 0 P M - 3 P M

E M A I L  N I C O L A  F O R  M O R E
I N F O R M A T I O N   



Sharing the Best of
West Lothian
THERE  I S  GREAT  STEMTHERE  I S  GREAT  STEM

WORK  ALREADY  TAKINGWORK  ALREADY  TAKING

PLACE  ACROSS  WESTPLACE  ACROSS  WEST

LOTHIAN .LOTHIAN .

U S I N G  O U R  B L O G  P A G E  A N DU S I N G  O U R  B L O G  P A G E  A N D
T W I T T E R  P A G E ,  N I C O L A  W I L LT W I T T E R  P A G E ,  N I C O L A  W I L L
H I G H L I G H T  W O R K  S H E  I SH I G H L I G H T  W O R K  S H E  I S
C A R R Y I N G  O U T  W I T HC A R R Y I N G  O U T  W I T H
D I F F E R E N T  S C H O O L S  O RD I F F E R E N T  S C H O O L S  O R
S H A R E  G R E A T  P R A C T I C E  F R O MS H A R E  G R E A T  P R A C T I C E  F R O M
P R I M A R Y  C L A S S R O O M SP R I M A R Y  C L A S S R O O M S
A C R O S S  W E S T  L O T H I A N .  I NA C R O S S  W E S T  L O T H I A N .  I N
O R D E R  F O R  H E R  T O  S H A R EO R D E R  F O R  H E R  T O  S H A R E
T H I S ,  P L E A S E  C O P Y  I NT H I S ,  P L E A S E  C O P Y  I N
@ W L _ S T E M  W H E N  T W E E T I N G@ W L _ S T E M  W H E N  T W E E T I N G
A B O U T  A N Y  S T E M  T O P I C S .A B O U T  A N Y  S T E M  T O P I C S .

WL STEM Logo Competition
        W E  A R E  R U N N I N G  A  C O M P E T I T I O N  F O R  A L L  P 1 - P 7  P U P I L S  T O  D E S I G N  A  N E W  L O G O  F O R
O U R  T W I T T E R / G L O W  P A G E S .  

C H I L D R E N  C A N  C O M P L E T E  T H I S  I N  C L A S S  O R  S E N D  A S  A  H O M E  L E A R N I N G  T A S K .  I F
C H I L D R E N  C A N  C R E A T E  T H E I R  L O G O  A N D  W R I T E  A B O U T  " W H A T  S T E M  M E A N S  T O  M E " ,  T A K E
A  G O O D  Q U A L I T Y  P H O T O  O F  T H E  D E S I G N  A N D  W O R D I N G -  T H E N  S E N D  T O  @ W L _ S T E M  O N
T W I T T E R  ( I F  A  H O M E  L E A R N I N G  T A S K )  O R  I F  C O M P L E T E D  I N  C L A S S  E M A I L  T O  N I C O L A .
P L E A S E  I N C L U D E  T H E  C H I L D ' S  N A M E ,  S C H O O L ,  C L A S S  A N D  A G E .  P R I Z E S  W I L L  B E :
                  1 S T  P L A C E -  L O G O  U S E D  F O R  T W I T T E R / G L O W  A N D  A  S P H E R O  B O L T
                                     D O N A T E D  B Y  R S  C O M P O N E N T S .
                  2 N D  P L A C E -  S I G N E D  B Y  T H E  A U T H O R -  B O O K  B Y  C A R O L I N E  A L L I S O N
                                     " B U I L D  I T !  2 5  C R E A T I V E  S T E M  P R O J E C T S  F O R  B U D D I N G                           
                                      E N G I N E E R S "  D O N A T E D  B Y  C A R O L I N E  T H R O U G H  H E R  
                                      W E B S I T E  W W W . T E C H N O L O G Y F O R F U N . C O . U K .
                  3 R D  P L A C E -  A N  A I R Z O O K A  D O N A T E D  B Y  S S E R C  P R I M A R Y

A L L  E N T R I E S  T O  B E  R E C E I V E D  B Y  F R I D A Y  1 1 T H  S E P T E M B E R  A T  2 P M .  T H E  E N T R I E S   W I L L  B E
J U D G E D  A N D  T H E  W I N N E R  W I L L  B E  A N N O U N C E D  O N  F R I D A Y  1 8 T H  S E P T E M B E R ,  T H E
W I N N E R ' S  L O G O  W I L L  T H E N  B E  U S E D  O N  A L L  W L  S T E M  P A G E S  A N D  R E S O U R C E S .  W E  L O O K
F O R W A R D  T O  R E C E I V I N G  Y O U R  E N T R I E S ! !

Young STEM Leader Programme
            

             The Young STEM Leader Programme (YSLP) is an

exciting new award which aims to spark greater interest

and participation in STEM among young people in

Scotland. The Scottish Government funded programme is

led by SSERC and a range of partners.

             As well as allowing Young STEM Leaders to develop

important leadership, communication and employability

skills, working towards a Young STEM Leader Award will also

motivate the young people to continue to progress their

STEM studies and perhaps eventually embark on a career in

STEM. Above all else, this programme aims to promote

STEM curiosity in young people in a fun and engaging way.

             The award for primaries is a Non-formal award

offered at Curriculum for Excellence Second level. Young

people will receive digital badges and certificates in an

award underpinned by a framework that identifies the skills,

knowledge and behaviours expected of a Young STEM

Leader at each curricular level. 

               If you want to empower young people to inspire,

lead and mentor their peers in STEM- attend the tutor

assessor training on Friday 4th September 1.30pm-3.30pm.

On completion of the session you will be able to deliver the

programme straight away in your school.  



First LEGO League Opportunity
        W E  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  S C H O O L S  T O  T A K E  P A R T  I N  T H E  W E S T  L O T H I A N  L E G O
L E A G U E  C H A L L E N G E  C O M P E T I T I O N .  T H E  T O U R N A M E N T  W O U L D  B E  H E L D  A T  W E S T  L O T H I A N
C O L L E G E  S O M E T I M E  B E T W E E N  M A R C H - E N D  O F  M A Y  2 0 2 1 -  T O  B E  C O N F I R M E D .

F I R S T  L E G O  L E A G U E  C H A L L E N G E :

S U I T A B L E  F O R  9 - 1 6  Y E A R S  O L D .  O N E  T E A M  C A N  H A V E  U P  T O  1 0  M E M B E R S  A N D  R E G I S T E R I N G  O N E
T E A M  C O S T S  £ 1 5 0  +  V A T .  T H I S  I N C L U D E S :
                                    1  X  R E P L A Y  C H A L L E N G E  S E T  ( M A T  A N D  M I S S I O N  M O D E L S )
                                    1  X  T E A M  M E E T I N G  G U I D E  ( F O R  T H E  T E A C H E R )
                                    2  X  E N G I N E E R I N G  N O T E B O O K S  F O R  T H E  T E A M  T O  J O U R N A L  T H E I R
                                          E X P E R I E N C E / P R O B L E M  S O L V I N G .
                                    1  X  R O B O T  G A M E  R U L E B O O K  ( F O R  T H E  T E A M  A N D  T E A C H E R )

Y O U  C A N  P U R C H A S E  A  C L A S S  P A C K ,  W H I C H  I S  D E S I G N E D  F O R  A  G R O U P  O F  U P  T O  3 0  C H I L D R E N ,
T H I S  W O U L D  C O S T  £ 2 6 5  +  V A T .  T H I S  I N C L U D E S  1 2  L E S S O N  P L A N  S T Y L E  S E S S I O N S  I N  T H E  T E A M
M E E T I N G  G U I D E .  T H I S  W O U L D  A L L O W  A L L  C H I L D R E N  T O  T A K E  P A R T ,  H O W E V E R  O N E  T E A M  C O U L D
A T T E N D  T H E  T O U R N A M E N T  F R O M  Y O U R  S C H O O L .

T O  C O M P L E T E  T H E  C O M P E T I T I O N  Y O U  W I L L  N E E D  A C C E S S  T O  A  L E G O  M I N D S T O R M  K I T  W H I C H  I S  A N
E V 3  C O R E  S E T  C O S T I N G  £ 3 5 0  +  V A T .  T H I S  C O U L D  B E  U S E D  B Y  A N Y  T E A M  
W I T H I N  T H E  C L A S S  A N D  U S E D  F O R  F U T U R E  E V E N T S / L E S S O N S .

F I R S T  L E G O  L E A G U E  E X P L O R E :

S U I T A B L E  F O R  6 - 9  Y E A R S  O L D .  
O N E  T E A M  C A N  B E  U P  T O  6  C H I L D R E N  A N D  R E G I S T E R I N G  W O U L D  C O S T  £ 3 7 . 5 0  P L U S  V A T .  T H I S
I N C L U D E S :
                                     1  X  E X P L O R E  S E T  ( B O X  O F  L E G O  B A S E D  A R O U N D  T H E  A N N U A L  
                                           T H E M E
                                     1  X  T E A M  M E E T I N G  G U I D E  ( F O R  T H E  T E A C H E R )
                                     2  X  E N G I N E E R I N G  N O T E B O O K S
                                     6  X  L E G O  M E D A L S  A N D  L A N Y A R D S
                                     6  X  H A R D  C O P Y  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  C E R T I F I C A T E S

T O  C O M P L E T E  T H E  T A S K S  Y O U  W I L L  N E E D  A C C E S S  T O  A  L E G O  E D U C A T I O N  W E D O  2 . 0  C O S T I N G  £ 1 3 3  +
V A T .  A G A I N  T H I S  W E D O  2 . 0  S E T  W O U L D  H E L P  S U P P O R T  T E C H N O L O G Y  L E S S O N S  O R  S T E M  C L U B S .

T H I S  L E A G U E  D O E S N ' T  H A V E  A  T O U R N A M E N T ,  A S  M A I N L Y  C L A S S  B A S E D .  H O W E V E R ,  I F  W E  H A D
E N O U G H  I N T E R E S T  F R O M  S C H O O L S  A C R O S S  W E S T  L O T H I A N  I T  W O U L D  B E  G R E A T  T O  H O L D  A
F E S T I V A L  T O  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  C H I L D R E N ' S  L E A R N I N G  A N D  S H A R E  W H A T  T H E Y  H A V E  E X P E R I E N C E D .
         
F U N D I N G  S U P P O R T  C A N  B E  F O U N D  H E R E :
H T T P S : / / E D U C A T I O N . T H E I E T . O R G / F I R S T - L E G O - L E A G U E - P R O G R A M M E S / H O W - W E - M A K E - A -
D I F F E R E N C E / F U N D I N G / F U N D I N G - P A C K A G E S /

T H E  D E A D L I N E  H A S  B E E N  E X T E N D E D  U N T I L  2 3 R D  A U G U S T  F O R  S C O T T I S H  S C H O O L S .  I T  O P E N S
N A T I O N A L L Y  A G A I N  O N  T H E  7 T H  S E P T E M B E R -  S O  T H E  Q U I C K E R  Y O U  C A N  G E T  T H E  F O R M
C O M P L E T E D ,  T H E  M O R E  C H A N C E  Y O U  H A V E  O F  R E C E I V I N G  F U N D I N G !  Y O U  C A N  A L S O  A S K  T H E
T E A M / S C H O O L  T O  H E L P  F U N D  R A I S E  A N D  T H I S  W O U L D  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E I R  C O R E  V A L U E  P O I N T S
A S  P A R T  O F  B O T H  L E A G U E  E X P E C T A T I O N S .

M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C A N  B E  F O U N D  I N  T H E S E  L I N K S :
C H A L L E N G E
H T T P S : / / W W W . Y O U T U B E . C O M / W A T C H ? V = H C G X Z U S C P W M & F E A T U R E = Y O U T U . B E

E X P L O R E
H T T P S : / / W W W . Y O U T U B E . C O M / W A T C H ? V = J Z J S L O A Q S M 4 & F E A T U R E = Y O U T U . B E

I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  A S K  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  W A N T  T O  S I G N  U P / R E G I S T E R ,  P L E A S E  G E T  I N  T O U C H
W I T H  N I C O L A .


