Welcome to Primary Five
Overview of P5 – Term 1
In Primary 5, pupils will continue to develop the 8 principles of a Curriculum for Excellence (CfE). The aim of CfE is to enable children and young people to develop into confident individuals, successful learners, effective contributors and responsible citizens. In Primary 5 the children will begin covering Second Level CfE Experiences and Outcomes. 

Organisation for School
To be prepared for school each day, your child should will need: two sharp pencils, one rubber, one ruler, coloured pencils, snack separate from lunch box, bottle of water (no juice), group and personal reader.
P.E kits are required from Monday to Thursday.  This can be left in school and taken home when washing is required.
We are hoping to encourage children to be out in all weathers, and to do so, they will require a waterproof jacket, warm clothes and a change of shoes. These shoes can be kept in school if you so choose.
Your child should be aware of the pre-arranged pick up point.

As we are a health promoting school, please consider the importance of a healthy snack.  These are available at the school tuck shop.

We encourage your child to bring their own named water bottle to school. This bottle should be taken home daily for washing.
Learning and Teaching

Pupils will experience a variety of learning and teaching approaches including:  collaborative learning and group challenges, direct teaching active learning, outdoor learning, inter-disciplinary learning vertical learning and independent tasks. 

Cross Curricular Topics

This term the children will be studying South America and will have a range of experiences related to the topic. We are hoping to arrange a trip to the Five Sisters Zoo to further studies on South American habitats.
In October we will be learning about harvest. We will be going to a harvest cluster service at the Lanthorn and leading a whole school harvest assembly. 

Language & Literacy
This term we will be developing a range of skills using South America and the Paralympics as our stimulus for learning. Experiences and outcomes will include:

I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an appropriate way for my purpose and use suitable vocabulary for my audience. LIT 2-06a
Throughout the writing process, I can check that my writing makes sense and meets its purpose

 LIT 2-23a
I regularly select and read, listen to or watch texts which I enjoy and find interesting, and I can explain why I prefer certain texts and authors. LIT 1-11a / LIT 2-11a 
Our French language work will begin with revision of Primary 4 French before we move on to describing ourselves.

Maths & Numeracy
As part of our Maths & Numeracy programme, we will be looking at, Number & number processes, Shape, Position and Movement and Problem solving.
Experiences and outcomes will include:

I can use my knowledge of rounding to estimate the answer to a problem. MNU 2-01a
I can solve problems involving whole numbers. MNU 2-03a
I can use my knowledge of the coordinate system to plot and describe the location of a point on a grid. MTH 2-18a 

Homework 
Homework will typically be handed out on a Tuesday, to be completed and handed in the following Monday.  Could parents please ensure that they sign and check their child’s homework prior to hand-in. Tasks will include: spelling, math and occasionally some topic/research. 
Reading
Reading will be heard at least once a week. Please ensure your child reads only the pages set and that the reading record is signed to show that you have heard this reading. We plan to start Literacy Circles after the October week.

Spelling

Spelling homework tasks should be completed over the week, not all at once. We try to give the children creative spelling tasks.  Please check that your child has addressed any corrections that occur during this process. 

Maths Homework

There will be regular Maths activities/tasks sent home.

R.M.E

In RME class values and community building will be explored this term with an emphasis on friendship. The pupils will also be learning about the harvest festival.
Specialists

P.E – Mr Muldoon (Thursday)

Drama – Mrs Thomson (Thursday)

Brass – Mrs Poynter
Outdoor Learning

Outdoor Learning will be used to enhance children’s learning across the curriculum. Active learning outside enthuses, motivates and challenges children. It develops communication, teamwork and problem solving skills. Learning outdoors develops children’s knowledge, enjoyment and respect of our local environment.

Parental Involvement

As well as helping your child with their regular homework and discussing their school week with them, there are a number of ways in which you can support your child and the school. These include: becoming a parent helper, joining the P.S.A., Parent Council or other parent group and attending events such as open days and curriculum evenings.

We are always keen to involve you in our class activities and appreciate any expertise you may have to offer.  If you wish to volunteer please don’t hesitate to contact one of the P5 Class Teachers
Cyclists

Safety helmets must be worn if children cycle to school. Pupils should not cycle in the school grounds. Bikes should be secured in the areas provided.

Assessment

Children’s progress is continually assessed using a range of appropriate assessment strategies.

This helps teachers to support children’s learning and plan their next steps. The school will continue to develop pupil profiling this session including target setting and i-JournALs.
Brass Instruments
Mrs Poynter will be assessing all the children in their musical ability this term. She will then be able to offer brass tuition to a few of the children. This year she is only with the school one morning a week and will therefore not be able to take on as many children as she has previously. 
Expectations 
Children will be expected: 

· To be respectful and mannerly towards all staff and towards their peers 

· To behave appropriately in the playground, cloakroom, classroom, when lining up and in the dining room

· To have neat handwriting within all jotters
· To use a ruler when drawing lines
· To complete corrections
· To complete all homework in pencil and hand it in on time signed
· To take more responsibility for their belongings
· To follow the Golden Rules
Contact

If you wish to discuss any issues regarding your child, please feel free to contact us through the following ways.

· An appointment at the office

· Sending a letter in with your pupil

· Via phone call

Useful websites

www.educationscotland.gov.uk

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/williamstonprimaryschool/

Twitter @williamstonps (for school-wide events)
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