How you can help
Organisation
To be prepared for school each day, your child should bring:

· Two sharp pencils sharpened ready for school.

· One rubber

· One ruler

· Coloured pencils (no felt pens or crayons)
· A snack separate from their lunch box
Your child should be aware of their arrangements for pick up at the end of the day.

Children should bring indoor/outdoor gym kits to school on Mondays so that it is readily available all week. Please ensure that all clothing and personal belongings are clearly labelled.On PE days could you please ensure that your child’s hair is tied back and earrings removed or covered where possible.
We are hoping to encourage children to be out in all weathers, and to do so, they will require a waterproof jacket, warm clothes and a change of shoes.  These shoes can be kept in school if you so choose.
We encourage your child to bring their own named water bottle to school. This bottle should be taken home daily for washing.

A Tuck Trolley is available which supplies healthy snacks and drinks. We are a health promoting school so could you please encourage your child to choose a healthy snack. Also please ensure that any tuck and dinner money brought to school is in a labelled purse.

All other money should be in a sealed envelope with child’s name, title of payment e.g. trip money and the amount.
Learning and Teaching in the classroom

Schools have changed dramatically over the years and today teachers use a range of teaching styles e.g. direct teaching, collaborative group challenges, independent research, vertical learning or discussion groups. Assessments will be formative (on a daily basis) and summative (at the end of a topic). Children will be taught to develop skills as well as their knowledge and understanding. 

Homework
Reading
Each week your child will bring home a group reading book. Please read/share this book with your child and sign the reading record. Children will also be given the opportunity to borrow a book from the school library. You should encourage your child to participate in around 40 minutes per week of personal reading of their own choosing.
Reading materials should be brought to school every day.

Spelling

Spelling homework will be handed out on Monday to Thursday in preparation for the spelling test on Friday morning.  It should be completed each night following the guidelines provided.

We would also ask that your child: 

· Is seated at a table

· Uses a sharp pencil

· Is closely supervised to ensure correct letter formation and a high standard of presentation

Please sign your child’s homework as a record of your support. Spelling homework should be brought to school each day.
Maths
There will be regular Maths activities/tasks sent home.
Other curricular areas 

When appropriate, other homework tasks may be issued to correspond with current learning in class.
Assessment

We will continue to assess children in accordance with Curriculum for Excellence, specifically noting how they are progressing within a level. A variety of assessment strategies will be used throughout the year. This session we will be further developing i-JournAL’s and ensuring pupils have set relevant targets to assist them with their learning.  

Staffing
We have the following members of staff teaching in P3 this term:
Mrs Logan – Food Technology

Mrs Thomson/Mr Taylor – Science/Maths
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Pupil Post
Please could you ensure that you check your child’s bag for letters.

Uniform

Full school uniform should be worn at all times (see school handbook for details). All clothing should be clearly labelled with your child’s full name and class.  Regrettably any personal belongings abandoned will have to be disposed of.

Bicycles

Safety helmets must be worn if children cycle to school.  Pupils should not cycle in the school grounds.  Bikes should be secured in the areas provided.

Expectations
Children will continue to broaden their understanding of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, how these apply to all children around the world, and how these rights are linked to respect.
Children will be expected to be respectful and mannerly towards all staff and towards their peers.  Children will also be expected to behave appropriately in the playground, cloakroom, and classroom when lining up and in the dining room.

Cross Curricular Topics
Throughout the year, your child will study a variety of topics and will enjoy topic related trips and visits and showcase their work to parents and carers.
Information about educational outings to support topic work will be issued separately.
We really appreciate any help given from parents, either accompanying our class on trips or sharing your expertise on a topic

Our pupils will participate in the following focus weeks:

· Money

· Diversity

· Health

· Road Safety

· Fair-trade

· Eco
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GLOW

GLOW is a web-based resource gateway where pupils have regular access to educational tools to support learning.  Each child will have a user name and password and a GLOW email address. Currently Glow is being updated. Once it has fully migrated we will resume using Glow as a home-school tool on a regular basis.

https://secure.glowscotland.org.uk/login/login.htm
Lowport Residential Trip

Parents are invited to attend an information evening on Wednesday 14th October at 6.30 to find out more about our Primary 3 residential trip.
Useful websites

www.educationscotland.gov.uk

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/williamstonprimaryschool/
Twitter @williamstonps (for school-wide events)

Parental Involvement

As well as helping your child with their regular homework and discussing their school week with them, there are a number of ways in which you can support your child and the school. These include: becoming a parent helper, joining the P.S.A., Parent Council or other parent group and attending events such as open days and curriculum evenings.
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