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Ask your child if they have a favourite story?
If so can they tell it to you?
Do you have a favourite story from your childhood?
Tell it your child.
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Read a story to your child every day.
Read it again. Reading a book more than once helps your child to understand it.
Say how much you enjoy reading together.  Talk about story time as the favourite part of your day.
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Make up different (silly endings) to a well-known story or fairy tale.
For example what if the bear from “We’re Going on A Bear Hunt” got into the house with the family and became their friend.
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Tell your child a fairytale e.g. The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks, Jack and the Beanstalk.
Encourage your child tojoin in with you at the repeated lines e.g. “I will huff and puff…”
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In everyday conversations introduce new words to your child to support their vocabulary development.
For example at mealtimes regularly use words like ravenous, delicious, scrumptious, mouth-watering.
Children like having fun with words. Make it into a game, use funny voices. Say the words often during conversations.     
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Make up a story together with your child. Perhaps use objects or toys that are around you. You could  make up a part each. 
It could be funny, nonsense or related to a real life experience. 
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Focus on letters that mean something to your child e.g. the first letter of their name, ”m” for mum etc..
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Talk to your child about their name.
Why did you choose it?
What are the letters in their name?
Do they know someone else who has the same first letter in their name as them?      
How many letters are there?
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Give your child reasons to “write” e.g. birthday cards, shopping lists, notes…
Talk about the letters. Are any of the letters in their name or in the names of family members and friends.
Scribbling is a stage of writing!
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Sing a Nursery Rhyme to your child. Make a mistake and see if they can spot it.
Ask your child to recite a rhyme and to make a mistake for you to spot. 
For example “Humpty Dumpty sat on a fence…”
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Sing three songs with your child. Put in actions and noises. Here are some ideas.
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Teach your child a song that you enjoyed from when you were young. It may even be a song that your parents/grandparents sang to you.
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Give everything a name. You can build comprehension skills early. Play games that involve naming or pointing to objects. 
Say things like, “Where’s your nose? And then, “Where’s Mummy’s elbow?” Or touch your wrist and say, “What’s this?”
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Talk to your child about recent experiences you shared. It could be last Christmas, a birthday, a party, a day out.
Recall what happened, how you felt, who was there, where did it happen…
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· Play with language and words. 
· See how many rhyming words you can think of together: hop, top, bop, mop, lop, stop, drop, and flop. Make up words! 
· 
· Use words that start with the same letter (alliteration) and help your child to hear the letter sounds e.g. magnificent mummy,  daring dad.
· 
· Recite tongue twisters e.g. “She sells, sea shells on the sea shore”, “Round the road the ragged rascal ran”, 'Big Bob bounced a ball.' 
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Visit the library. If you are not members why not join! 
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“What is your favourite Nursery Rhyme?” 
Say/sing it together.
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Developing a Reading Culture        

When you are out and about with your child point 

out words on signs, shops and labels. 
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