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With an adult 
· Use the leaf ID sheet or iDial to identify leaves on trees and on the ground.
· Have a competition to see who can find the most leaves on the sheet.
· Look at leaf shapes and sizes and talk about how they are different.
· Find a quiet spot in your garden/house and sketch the leaves that you find.
Use your senses
Looking at a tree's features is a great way for you to develop your observation skills. But tree ID can be a real sensory experience too. With an adult, explore trees with your hands, nose and ears – you’ll learn so much more. What do acorns feel like? There are so many lying around just now you’re bound to find some! What does bark smell like? Can you hear leaves rustling in the breeze?
· Talk about how different trees bloom at different times.
· Some flowers are scented – give them a sniff!
· Ask an adult why blossom is important for bees and butterflies.
· WITH AN ADULT Try some sink or float experiments with leaves and twigs and discuss findings.
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/scotland/
ADULT SUPPORT NECESSARY
leaf-idial-sheet.pdf
Be a real Nature Detective

|dentify trees by looking at
their leaves

Field maple

Cut around the
dotted lines, then
push a split pin through
the centre to attach the
top piece to the bottom piece.

Use this iDial throughout spring, summer and autumn.

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -

and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁ
woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk &

f Search for nature detectives’ W #NatureDetectives WOODLAND
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Fab facts!

The ash tree was known as the
‘Tree of Life’ in Norse mythology,
and it was very important.

Holly is an evergreen, which means
its leaves stay green all year round.

Use this iDial throughout spring, summer and autumn.

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -

and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website!
woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk
f Search for nature detectives’ W zNatureDetectives

© Made in 2016 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885)

| Leaf

Be a real Nature Detective

|dentify trees by looking at
their leaves

\Dia/

Top tips for top spotters!

Look at how leaves change
through spring, summer
and autumn.

Cut around the dotted lines,
then push a split pin through
the centre to attach the top
piece to the bottom piece.
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blossom-and-catkin-id-sheet.pdf
Ready to get detecting?
Spot frothy blossom and
furry catkins

Silver birch ‘
See it: March to May See it: March to May

Blackthorn

Hagel See it: March to April
See it: January to March

Crab apple
s See it: April to May
Hawthorn
See it: April to May

Wild cherry
See it: April to May

Holly

See it: May to June

Horse chestnut
See it: May to June See it: May to June

See it: April to May

Some blossom looks similar, so use the trees’ leaves to help you identify them.

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -

and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁ
woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk &
f Search for nature detectives’ ¥ #NatureDetectives WOODLAND

© Made in 2016 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885) TRUST
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Get twiggy withiit!
| Will you spot these sticks on
o your travels?

TN

Ash O

- Hawthorn Q
Field Maple Q Horse Chestnut Q M

Blackthorn O
Birch Q Rowan O e

Larch Q

Oak Q O
Sycamore

Alder O

Hagel Q Lilac O Elm O

How’re your detective skills? Did you find them all?

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -

and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! *
woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk &
f Search for ‘nature detectives’ ¥ #NatureDetectives WOODLAND
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Be a super spotter!
How many trees can you identify?

Alder

Sgcamore

® oo ()
Holly Q
Ash O
| Horse Chestnut O

Hawth Q
Field Maple orn Hagel

Elder

Rowan Q

Found any other leaves? Do you know which trees they’re from?

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁw

woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk
f Search for ‘nature detectives’ ¥ #NatureDetectives WOODLAND
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