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School



Life & Ethos at Calderwood 



Connects

• Connects is when we get together as a school, as we are growing at 
times, we now need to do this in two sittings. 

• We started off 2026 with an online Connects on Teams, thinking 
about our strengths as a clan and what we can get better at.

• Sometimes our clans lead the Connects, sometimes they are on a 
theme and sometimes they are about our values.



Chiefs and House Team

• Our Chiefs and House Team give out our Calderwood Can certificates 
at Connects or if our Connects is online they deliver them to the clan. 
These certificates are for curriculum areas.

• Red House won the Term 1 and 2 points and the House Team 
organised a PJ day and movie on Friday as their prize – they had a 
great time!



Attendance 
Attendance at school is very important and is a key factor in young people's 

success in their education. As part of our ongoing focus on attendance and time 
keeping at Calderwood Primary School, we will be writing to each family to  

update them with their child’s current attendance rate in October/January/March

Know your Number
• Data which informs parents of their child/rens's attendance – letter/text
• The first poster highlights the impact of missing school on the number of days 

and lessons missed over the course of a school year if your child’s current 
attendance rate remains the same.

• The second poster give tips and tricks to help you and your child be ready for 
school and reducing the impact of being late and missing an important part of 
the day!

Improving attendance in Scotland | Resources | Education Scotland

https://education.gov.scot/resources/improving-attendance-in-scotland/


Learning & Teaching



Calderwood Poetry Competition

• We have all been busy learning a poem for our Poetry 
Competition.

• First of all, there will be a clan competition, the winner 
of this competition will go forward to the whole school 
competition.

• At the competition there will be judges from the Burns 
Federation and Parent Council. 



Resources for Learning and Teaching

• Our champions have been doing an audit of the 
resources they use for learning and teaching. 

• They have looked at the resources they need topped up 
for their clan and for our shared area.

• We have bought new spelling and maths textbooks. 

• We have ordered new dictionaries and thesauri from 
the Scholastic Book Club money raised at Parents Night. 



Building Thinking Classrooms

• Mrs Clarkson and Mr Docherty have been attending 
sessions this year on Building Thinking classrooms.

• The main aim of the training is to provide pupils 
with thinking tasks, group pupils in visible random 
groups and use vertical surfaces to display pupil 
thinking and working.

• We will be trialing this concept mainly through 
numeracy lessons and in various classes this year. Year 
two will involving rolling this out to all classes.



Primary 6 Active Travel

• All primary 6 pupils have started a new topic to 
develop their learning about the benefits of active 
travel and exploring the world around us. This will 
involve exploring the local community. 

• Carol Smith & Martin Bucknell are AST Support 
Officers and will be supporting the school this term to 
deliver this exciting project.



What learning looks like at Calderwood

• Our champions have started to look at all the things 
that should be included in a lesson at early level, first 
level and second level. 

• They will now create guidance on this, so there is 
consistency across the school on what a lesson will look 
like, sound like and feel like. 



Planning and Timetables

• Our champions are reviewing the approaches we currently 
use for planning their lessons. This is for termly and weekly 
plans. 

• We have looked at what makes a balanced week in regards to
our curriculum and they are adjusting our timetables for this 
term.



Connected Quality Improvement Cycle

• Is an opportunity for our teachers to look more deeply at 
individuals /groups and their strengths and gaps.

• They focus on what has been taught ‘so far’ and ensure our 
expectations are appropriate

• They need to be specific about what our children ‘can’t do’, 
how we can address this and by when

• Work with the leadership and pupils to assess, plan, identify 
and tackle challenges and more frequently review progress

• Initially our Primary 4 champions will look at this approach 
with Mrs Drummond in regards to the teaching of reading.



Learning Spaces 

Our champions have been working with the inclusion service to re-organise our 
learning spaces and break out areas: 

• Hawthorn Hut: Small Groups/ Individuals 

• Ash Alcove: Small nurture space

• Birch Barn: Quiet Lunch Space and small groups

• Discovery Den: Library and group space

• STEM Studio: Science and Technologies

• Tay Clan: Individual Primary 5 pupils breakout

• MacIntosh Clan:  Individual Primary 6 pupils breakout

• Edinburgh Cabin: Nurture Groups with Miss McEwen



Thank You!

Playground Storage

This will be used for Playground 
Games and Outdoor PE,

Fruit

For when we forget our 
break time snack.

Cups

Each clan has a set of cups for 
when we forget to bring our 

water bottle.

Christmas

Thank you for the snacks and 
prizes for our Christmas 

Parties. 



Nursery



Environment 
• Our nursery champions have been using the 

council audit tools to refresh our nursery areas.

• They have also been refreshing the resources 
children have for learning. 



Seesaw 
- Our nursery champions have been looking at what makes a 

quality observation, and have been updating the children’s 
Seesaw with observations.

- The council guidance on the amount of observations is as 
follows:

- Preschool - 2 numeracy, 2 literacy, 2 HWB & 1 other 
curriculum area

- Antepre -1 numeracy, 1 literacy, 1 HWB & 1 other curriculum 
area



Parental Engagement 
• Book bug

• Stay and play

• Mucky Mondays

• Woodland Wednesdays

• Christmas Carols
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