
BELLSQUARRY PRIMARY SCHOOL – MARCH 2018 NEWSLETTER 

       

Follow us on twitter: https://twitter.com/bellsquarryps?lang=en 

Follow us on Glow: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/bellsquarrypsblog/ 

 “Learn, Believe and you will Succeed” 

Article 28:  Children have the right to learn and to go to school 

Our Vision and Values 
At Bellsquarry Primary School we aim to provide a positive, warm ethos to enable the children within 
our care to become successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible 
citizens. 

Dates for your Diary: 

5-9  National Careers Week  
5  Parent’s Consultation Booking online closes 12.00 noon 
6  P6 Skiing – Cancelled due to adverse weather conditions.   
  The lesson will be rescheduled and parents advised. 
7  P4 River Workshop 
7  Parent’s Consultations 5.00 – 8.00 p.m. 
8  Parent’s Consultations 4.00 – 7.00 p.m. 
8 Nursery World Book Day Event– children and staff may dress up as a character from 

their favourite book. 
9  P1-7 World Book Day/Fair Trade Assembly – Children and staff may dress up 
  as a character from their favourite book. 
9  Fair Trade Coffee Morning – 11.15 a.m. - 12.15 p.m. 
9  Family Learning Festival – The James Young Cluster event 
12  Fly The Commonwealth Flag – selected pupils to West Lothian Civic Centre 
12  P7 Ocarina Project, Inveralmond High School 
13  P6 Skiing 
15  Class Photographs Nursery – P7 – Tempest Photography 
15  Dance Festival, Deans Community High School – P4-7 After School Dance 
  Club   
19  Parent Council Meeting 7.00 p.m. 
20  P6 Skiing 
20  P3 Tennis Festival 
22  Easter Service – P4 – P7 Polbeth Church a.m. (pupils and staff only) 
  Easter Service – P1 – P3 in school (pupils and staff only) 
23  Last day of term. 
 
26 March – 6 April  -  EASTER BREAK 
9 April  All pupils and staff return to school and nursery 
 
Future Dates: 
9 April   P7 Sky Academy 
30 April – 4 May      P7 Dalguise 
26 & 27 April   P4-7 School Show – Cinderella Rockerfella 
 
Change of Date:  Reading PATPAL – 24

th 
May 2018 

 
Adverse Weather 
 
We wish to thank parents for their support during the recent heavy snowfall and school closures.  
Events taking place during the school closures will be rescheduled if possible and parents kept 
informed.   
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Severe Weather Procedures 
 
In the event of severe weather West Lothian Council will provide information to Radio Forth and Real 
Radio regarding emergency school closures and re-opening information.  Information will also be 
communicated via the internet on West Lothian On-line, Twitter and Facebook.  
 
In the event of school closures parents will be contacted via Group-call.  It is essential that the 
school office is informed of any changes to mobile telephone numbers.   
 
For information on West Lothian Winter Ready Campaign visit www.westlothian.gov.uk/winter 
 
In line with West Lothian Council Guidelines all pupils will be issued with work which should be done 
at home during school closures.  Copies of these will be available on our school blog. 
 
World Book Day Events 
 
World Book Day 2018 was on Thursday 1

st
 March.  Due to school closures World Book Day tokens 

were issued on Wednesday 7
th
 March to all children in nursery and P1-7. 

 
Nursery children and staff dressed up as a character from their favourite book on Thursday 8

th
 and 

Friday 9
th
 March. They looked fantastic! 

 
On Friday 9

th
 March we held our World Book Day Assembly where P1-P7 pupils staff dressed up as a 

character from their favourite book and also had the opportunity to read an extract from the book. 
Thank you to Miss Hood and P7 for organising this fun activity to support developing our reading 
culture. Please see our twitter and blog for photos of the event. 
 
Reading Questionnaire 
 
We are looking for your feedback on reading and Miss Hood has produced a reading questionnaire 
for parents. This was available on Parents’ Night. If you would like to complete the survey to support 
school improvement, please click on the link below. Many thanks for your support. Feedback will be 
given at our upcoming PATPAL event. 
 
Link to reading questionnaire: http://bit.ly/2Hj4tYB 
 
Fair Trade Coffee Morning  
 
Our Fair Trade Coffee Morning has been rescheduled and took take place on Friday 9

th
 March from 

11.15 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.  Thank you for all your support.  
 
Safe Arrival at School 
 
Please ensure that you telephone the school office before 9.15 a.m. if your child is absent.  If no-one 
is available to take your call please leave a message on our answer machine which is checked on a 
regular basis.  A Group call will be sent if we do not receive notification and will be followed up in 
accordance with West Lothian’s Safe Arrival at School’s policy if no response is received. 
 
School Lunches 
 
A credit has been made on IPayimpact to parents who pre-ordered school lunches on 
28

th
 February – 2

nd
 March.  This will show on your child’s account.   

 
After School Clubs 
 
All After School Clubs (except Art & Craft) will recommence Monday 12th March.  Should adverse 
weather conditions continue parents will be advised via Group call of any changes. 
 
Parent’s Online Booking System 
 
Thank you to all parents who booked Parent’s Consultation appointments online.  Booking was 
available from 0.00 Monday 26

th
 February until 12.00 noon Monday 5

th
 March with admin staff 

available to assist with any problems.  The system was introduced by West Lothian Council to allow 
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parents to have the freedom to make their own appointments to fit in with work and other 
commitments.   
 
Cinderella Rockerfella – P4-7 School Show  - 26

th
 & 27

th
 April 2018 

 
Rehearsals are well under way for our school show.  Staff and pupils are working hard to make it a 
success.  We will shortly be looking at costumes, scenery, props etc. and would be grateful for any 
parental assistance.  Our dress rehearsal will be on 25

th
 April with two shows on 26

th
 at 6.30 p.m. and 

27
th
 at 10.45 a.m.   

 
Emails 
 
Please can we request that all emails from parents are sent to the main school email address (see 
below).All emails received by parents will be forwarded to the appropriate staff member, including the 
head teacher, from the office. Our main school email box is checked on a more regular basis and your 
correspondence will be dealt with more promptly. Thank you for your support. 
wlbellsquarry-ps@westlothian.org.uk 
 
Road Safety 
 
Our Junior Road Safety Officers continue to promote road safety with pupils. We would like to thank 
parents for their considerate driving and parking this term. We have received some reports of near 
misses and we ask parents to report to the school office. Police Scotland request parents contact 
them should they witness any illegal driving or parking. 
 
Bellsquarry Primary School Parent Council  
 
The Parent Council Fundraising Committee organised a Family Fun Quiz Night last month.  
Unfortunately this event had to be cancelled due to poor ticket sales. We would like to thank everyone 
involved and for continuing to support our school.   
The Fundraising Committee organise social and fundraising events and are committed to raising 
funds to assist with enhancing the school playground.  Plans are already under way for a Trim Trail. 
 
Further information on future events can be found under the ‘Partnership with Parents’ section in our 
Newsletter. 
 
Bellsquarry Primary School and Nursery on Social Media  
 
Our school blog and twitter feed are updated regularly and we like to encourage parents to check it 
out to find out what is going on in school.  The children love sharing their learning via social media. 
The blog and twitter are regularly updated by staff and the parent council.  

The blog can be accessed at the following web address – 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/bellsquarrypsblog/ 
 
Our school Twitter page is also regularly updated and staff and pupils like to microblog their 
learning. Please view our twitter page by clicking on the link below: 
 
https://twitter.com/bellsquarryps?lang=en 
 
Nursery News 
 
Bingo Evening 
We are looking forward to welcoming parents to our Bingo Evening on Thursday 15

th
 March from 6.30 

– 8.30 p.m. 
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THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

Article 15:  Your right to meet with friends and join groups and clubs 
 
Fairtrade Coffee Morning – Friday 9

th
  March 2018 

 
Our Fairtrade Coffee Morning has been rescheduled to take place on Friday 9

th
 March.  Coffee, tea 

and cakes will be available in our school hall from 11.15 a.m. – 12.00 noon. 
 

 

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 

Article 42:  The government must let children and families know about children’s rights 

Cocktail Evening – Friday 9
th

 March 2018 – Bellsquarry Village Hall  
7.30 – 10.30 p.m. 
 
Parents and staff will be socialising at the above event in Bellsquarry Hall.  There are a few tickets still 
available. If you would like to come along, please contact the fundraisers on 
pcbellsquarry@gmail.com to arrange to pay on the door. Tickets cost £20. 
 
Easter Colouring Competition 
 
Children in school and nursery may take part in our Parent Council Easter Colouring Competition.  
Sheets will be sent home on Monday 12

th
 March and should be returned with an entry fee of £1 no 

later than Wednesday 21
st
 March.  Winners will be announced on Friday 23

rd
 March.  There is no 

obligation to take part. 
 
Easter Egg Fundraiser 
 
Children will be issued with a plastic egg to take home over the Easter break.  We would be grateful if 
these could be returned to school filled with coins.  Children could be encouraged to earn coins by 
doing a good deed or helping around the home.  Eggs should be returned to school by Friday 20

th
 

April and the children will receive a small treat.  Again, there is no obligation to take part and any 
amount of coins will be gratefully received. 
 
Funds raised from all these events will go towards our Playground enhancement project. 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
COMMENTS 

 
We are very keen to hear about  

 What we do well 

 How we can improve 
If you wish to comment on any items in the newsletter or any other matter, please complete the 
comments slip below and return it to the school office. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed________________________________  Date______________ 
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