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Bathgate West Nursery School,
 63 Millburn Road

Bathgate EH48 2AF

Telephone & Fax - 01506 652004
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e-mail – bathgatewest.ns@wled.org.uk
Head Teacher: Mr Greg Welsh
Dear Parents and Carers

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all our children and their families, returning and new, trusting that you’ve enjoyed a lovely summer. We would also like to welcome Mrs Waddell who has joined our team as Nursery Teacher, and Mrs Somerville as Pupil Support Worker.  We are very excited about this session and hope that you’re ready to embark on a fun-filled year! 
Our Groups

Green group – Mrs Hay & Mrs Waddell
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Red group – Mrs Young 
Blue group – Miss Wilkins

Yellow group – Mrs Bett

Purple group – Mrs Orr

Orange group (mornings) – Mrs Drummond
Pupil Support Workers: Mrs Gauld & Mrs Somerville

Snack/Toy Fund Money
Can we remind parents that snack/toy fund money of £1.00 should be paid at the beginning of each week.  It is also possible to pay this as a lump sum for each term or even for the full year.  Please speak to Mrs Hay if you would like to do this.

Term 1: £9 per child

Whole year: £39 per child

Balbardie PS Parent Council

Given that the leadership team of the school also manage the nursery, anyone interested in becoming involved in the life of the school, can come along to our Parent Council Meetings. Dates are marked in the annual calendar.
Parent Helper Rota

We would like to invite parents to become more involved in the life of our nursery, by placing your name on our parent helper rota.  Anyone interested would have to read and sign a Parent Helper Induction form. You can then place your name on the rota, offering your expertise and interests to enrich the children’s learning experiences e.g. baking, art, gardening etc.  Our staff will look after you and use your skills to enhance the life of the nursery.

If you are interested in becoming a parent helper, please give your name to Mrs Hay who will then supply you with the correct documents to complete.

We are hoping to offer Tuesdays and Fridays as a starting point. If these days do not suit, please speak to Mrs Hay about alternative days.
Registration

Please remember that your child needs to tick their name off with their key worker once they’ve come in and changed into their indoor shoes.  This also provides the opportunity to share any relevant information with your child’s key worker.  

Precious Belongings
[image: image5.wmf]We would appreciate if anything valuable, e.g. jewellery, special toys, etc are left at home.  Toys from home will often be put down and picked up by other children and this may cause distress to the child whose toy it is, so it is better to leave all toys at home.
Coloured Trays
Please take the time to check your child’s tray at least twice a week, ensuring that all their hard work goes home to you.  We may from time to time use the trays to distribute information, and we don’t want you to miss out on important events.
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Photographs
May we remind parents to bring in a recent photo of your child for our Friendship Wall.  The children love to find their friends on this board and it also helps parents too. For display purposes, we ask that your child’s face on the photo be the size of their palm, if possible.
WLC Absence Management Policy
Like all schools/nurseries in West Lothian, we follow the WLC Pupil Absence Management Policy.  If your child is going to be absent from nursery please contact the nursery informing us of the reason for his/her absence.  If we do not hear from you by 9.30am/12.50pm, a member of staff will try to contact you. It is, however, preferable if you make contact with us. If no-one is at home when we call, and in line with WLC Policy, we may contact our Health Visitor who in turn may try to contact you or in some instances pay a visit to the home. 

Nursery times:

We would like to remind parents of our opening and closing times:
Morning session:

8.25am – 9am Optional early learning & breakfast provision (breakfast will be served until 8.45am to allow for tidying and setting up for core provision)

9am – 11.30am Core nursery provision

Fridays: Optional early learning provision from 11.30am until 11.53am

Afternoon session:

12.25pm – 3.32pm Core nursery provision

3.32pm – 4.22pm Optional early learning and healthy snack provision

If is preferable for children to be in nursery and settled by 9.15am/12.40pm.  If children are collected early from nursery they are likely to miss out on story time and group singing and for this reason we ask that, if possible, children are not collected before 11.15am/3.00pm.
Buggies

Just a gentle reminder that buggies are not permitted in the nursery entrance hall as it poses a health and safety risk for all our users.  

Annual Calendar

Please find attached a copy of our annual calendar, linked with Balbardie PS.  It provides you with a complete overview of the session ahead, so you can take note of important dates and events well in advance.  

Topics to look forward to during this term
‘My Nursery & Myself’, incorporating Families, Grandparents’ Day and Friendships.
More information on our Grandparents’ Day will go out in due course.

As a new topic commences, a topic note will be placed on our Learning Wall, giving you an idea of experiences and intended learning on offer.

We look forward to working with you this session and please remember that we value your input and suggestions.  Please feel free to speak to Mrs Hay or a member of staff if you have any concerns.

The Nursery Team

Dates for the Diary
	Date
	Time
	Event

	Monday, 25 August
	 7pm
	Parent Council Meeting: 
Balbardie Primary School

	Thursday, 11 September
	Both sessions
	Celebrate Grandparents Day 

	Monday, 15 September
	NURSERY CLOSED – AUTUMN HOLIDAY

	Tuesday, 16 September
	NURSERY CLOSED – STAFF IN-SERVICE DAY

	Wednesday, 17 September
	Both sessions
	Nursery resumes as normal


