Extract From:
Cliffhanger 
by Jaqueline Wilson

It took ages and ages to get up to the ______of the hill. And all the way up I kept thinking about what it would be like coming down.
The others ______ ahead, desperate to get there first.
I was jolly determined to be last.
Jake kept yelling to Biscuits and me to _______ up. We went as slowly as possible. And then even slower. And then we slowed almost to a standstill. “Come on, you guys! We’re all waiting!” Jake shouted.
He had the others gathered round ready to ______ about abseiling. Biscuits and I had to gather too, puffing and panting.
It was like being on the edge of the world. I took one ______ at the steep drop and started shaking. Kelly and Giles were pushing and ________ each other, arguing about who had got to the top first. They didn’t even notice that if they took six steps the wrong way they’d be pushing and shoving in thin air.
“Hey, hey! No ________ around now.” Said Jake. “This is the serious bit. OK. Abseiling for beginners!”
He got all the ropes out of his _____-pack.
“Who’s going to go first?”
“Me! Me!” said Giles.
“No, me! Pick ____, Jake. Please,” said Kelly.
“You two are always first,” said Jake.
He put his arm round Laura and Lesley, who were hanging on to each other.
“How _______ you, Laura? Or Lesley?”  Said Jake.
“No, you can go first, Laura,” said Lesley.
Jake laughed. Then he looked at me.
“How about you, Tim?”
“No!” I squeaked.
Biscuits suddenly _________ forward.
“I’ll have a go,” he said.
We all stared at him, stunned.
“Great!” said Jake, giving him a pat on the back. “OK. Come and step into the harness, Biscuits.”
“That’s going to be a bit of a squeeze!” Said Giles.
“Why do the _________ always go first? It’s not fair.” Said Kelly.
“You lot pipe down,” said Jake.
“Watch carefully and listen.” He was helping Biscuits get the ropes sorted around him. “We’ll hitch this up and tighten it…”
“It’s tight already,” said Giles.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Giles! Shut it!” said Jake. “Now, we tie up all the buckles and clip this gadget here – tighten it up, see, so it can’t be opened. That means you _______ fall out.”



Just like think, pair, share, try to complete the passage by filling in the missing words. Write the words in your jotter. If you can think of more than one word for each space, write it down. Try to uplevel your words.
When you have finished, use your imagination to draw an illustration of what you think it looks like when Biscuits was abseiling. How would you feel if were to do something scary but fun? Would you go first?
