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Welcome to Boghall Primary

Information for Parents of Primary 1 2023-2024
We hope that the following information will be useful when welcoming you and your child to
Boghall Primary School. If you have any questions, please contact us at 
wlboghall-ps@westlothian.org.uk
First Day

· You child’s first day at school will be on Tuesday 15th August 2023
· There will be a staggered start on day 1 – a letter will be sent home with a start time eg. 9am/9.15am/9.30am for the first day only (allows teachers to spend more 1-1 time with your child to help settle them in so please stick to this time)
School Times
Mon – Thurs  
 =   8.50 - 3.15pm (doors open for a soft start from 8.40am)

Friday 

 =   8.50 - 12.25pm (doors open for a soft start from 8.40am)
· School staff will welcome children at the door nearest the Nursery entrance from 8.40am and the school bell will ring at 8.50am. 
· If you arrive later than this, please bring your child to the main entrance. 

School Clothing 
· Purple or black jumper, polo shirt and black or grey skirt/trousers are the school uniform at Boghall Primary.
· Uniform can be ordered online at - https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/boghall-primary-school.html
· Indoor shoes must be provided for in school and especially for P.E. (Please label the shoes with your child’s name)
· P.E kit should be worn on the day that your child has P.E.  This should be a tracksuit, t-shirt and trainers (no jeans)  You will get information during the first few weeks from your Class Teacher with details of the P.E day.
· Before starting school, please encourage your child to dress themselves/ zip up their jacket etc ready for starting P1.

· Please NAME ALL items of clothing/ belongings – there are lots of purple and black jumpers in school that will be the same size. 
School Lunches
· All West Lothian Primary Schools have a 3 tray choice meal option (red, blue and green)

· Each tray contains a balanced meal – either a two course hot meal or a packed lunch and includes a drink (either milk or water)

· Packed lunch bags from the dinner hall are available on Fridays. 
· Pupils may bring their own packed lunch from home or go home for lunch if they prefer (you must collect your child from the office at 12.15pm if going home for lunch)

· At present all pupils in Primary 1 to Primary 5 get school lunches for FREE. 
· Please try to make sure your child knows if they have a packed lunch or a school lunch each day so when registering with the teacher they know what to order. Teachers will of course support your child with this as they come in. 
· You will be issued with a user name and password for an online ordering system called “iPayimpact” This will happen during the first few weeks.
· The staff in the dining hall always make sure that your child has had something to eat at lunch time. If we are concerned about this we will let you know to make sure you’re aware. 
Playground Supervision

· There are several members of staff in the playground who supervise and play with the children.
· There are trained First Aiders if required.

· P7 Buddies also help at play time and lunch times. 
School Milk/Water 
· Some children are eligible for free milk every day (see below) - please note that although all pupils in P1 to P5 are currently receiving free meals - this does not apply to milk. 
· However – you can buy milk for your child. Milk orders and payment are taken at the end of a term for the following term. Therefore if you wish to order milk for your child starting school in August payment (cash or cheque) is required by Wednesday  23rd  June. If we do not receive your order and payment by this date you will be unable to order milk until October when the next batch is ordered. 

· Your child will be given a water bottle with their name on it to encourage them to drink water throughout the day. 
Pupils can bring juice (NOT fizzy drinks) to have at lunchtime as part of their own packed lunch but will only be allowed to drink milk or water in class. We are recognised as a health promoting school and try to encourage drinking water at every opportunity. 
Nut Free School

· We have a number of children with severe nut allergies.  Please do not send your child to school with any product containing nuts for snack or lunch.  If we find this is the case then we cannot allow to eat this and an alternative will be provided.  This includes Nutella chocolate spread, Kinder Buenos and some Chicken Satay dishes.  Thank you for helping to keep others safe.
Free school milk / clothing grants 
· Parents in receipt of income support and income based job seekers allowance or child tax credits (CTC) may qualify for free school meals and milk. Clothing grants are paid annually and can be claimed by parents in receipt of Income Support, Income-based Job Seekers’ Allowance or Working Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit. 
Online payments with iPayimpact 
· When your child starts school in August and is enrolled you will be able to order your child’s lunch and make payments to school using a secure online payment system with your own unique user name and password. 
· You will be given account activation details around the 2nd week of starting school. 
Current Information
· It is very important to keep the school office informed of any change in circumstances, which could affect your child at school.  
· Relevant information should be given to the school office to ensure our records are altered accordingly. 
· It is essential that we have an alternative local contact other than yourself in case of an emergency and if you did not give one at the time of enrolment or if your number (or address) has changed since then, please inform the school office before your child starts school. 
· We also use group call and our school app as a method of passing on information to parents. This can often be at very short notice (e.g; school closure due to bad weather) so it is absolutely vital that you keep us informed of any changes to mobile phone numbers and email addresses if you want to be kept up to date with events.
· We use email addresses for most communication as this is free. We also use this to arrange parent’s consultations later in the year. 
Child Absence

· Please phone the school as soon as possible to let us know.  If we do not hear from you, we will try to make contact with you or your emergency contact to find out why your child is not at school.  If we are not able to make contact with someone to confirm that a child is safe, we legally have to pass the details to our Safe Arrivals Team.  If they are unable to contact you by telephone or by visiting you at home, the details are then passed to the police.  In most cases children are found to be safe and well at home but it is obviously upsetting to have a visit from the police and so ask for you to contact the school in the morning of your child’s absence. 
Parent Communication
We have a ‘Meet the Teacher’ event within the first few weeks of school starting so you can visit your child’s classroom and listen to their teacher who will share important information about the year ahead. This is not a one on one parent’s consultation meeting and is much more general for the whole year group. 
The first ‘Parents Evening’ will be around the beginning of October. This is a chance for you to make an appointment with your child’s teacher on a one to one basis to find out how they have settled into school. These appointments are made through a link that is sent to your email address so it is very important the school has your up to date email address. 

Children will also receive log in details for our online profile system “Seesaw”.  Children will regularly post images and voice notes in it to keep you up to date with their learning.

You can also follow us o twitter @BoghallPsch to get a glimpse into the teaching and learning happening across our school every day.

We will communicate with you mainly via our groupcall system.  This will be via either email or text message.  We use the details you provided on your child’s application form so please ensure they are always kept up to date. 

Medication 
Pupils sometimes require to take medication at school.  In such circumstances it is necessary for us to keep an up to date record of each child’s requirements.  A form detailing the necessary information must be filled in by parents when medication is to be given within the school day.  These forms are available at the office.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to administer medicine if we do not have written details. If your child needs to take medication on a regular basis you will be invited into school to meet with our first aiders to draw up a health care plan for your child.
Safe Routes to and from School
It is very important that the pupils use the recognised entries and exits to and from the school.  All P1 pupils enter and exit the building by the door nearest the nursery entrance.   In line with all schools in the Council, the school car park must not be used to enter or exit the school.  After pupils have come in the doors will be closed and the only entrance to the school will be via the main entrance. 
Parent Helpers 
We welcome parents and grandparents into school to help with a variety of activities.  If anyone is interested in helping out on a particular morning or afternoon on a regular basis or is able to accompany classes on outings, please give your name to the school office.  In line with our council policy, a Disclosure Scotland PVG check would need to be completed before you start.
Breakfast Club 
At the moment Breakfast Club is free for every child and starts at 8am. Access to the breakfast club is around the back of the school building into the Dining Hall. Please return the form to the school office if you require a place.

School Diaries 

Every pupil is issued with a school diary and book bag at the start of each session.  It is very important that these are brought to school every day. Homework tasks and other information will be written in and it will also be used as a method of communication between home and school. It is also useful to sign your child’s diary when homework is completed. 
School Visits 

During the next few weeks various members of staff and P6 buddies will visit your child in nursery.  There is also an opportunity for your child to visit his/her classroom and meet the P1 staff and P6 buddies on the following two occasions -
· Monday 19th June 1:45pm to 2:45pm (Child and 1 Parent/Carer)
· Tuesday 20th June 1:45pm to 2:45pm (Child in class, Parent refreshments with staff in hall)
**Children are encouraged to attend both sessions**
This is also an opportunity for 1 parent per child to visit the classrooms too.  If you are able to attend, please collect your child from Nursery and come to the main entrance of the school on Monday 19th.  On Tuesday 20th June, Boghall Nursery children can be taken directly to the classrooms if you wish.  Children from other nurseries must be dropped off by an adult.  The adult is welcome to stay in our school hall for tea/coffee.
Home visits 
In June teaching and support staff will visit you and your child at home. They will bring a welcome pack for your child and there will be an opportunity for you to ask any questions. It is not always possible to send your child’s own teacher on this occasion for a variety of reasons such as covering their current class to allow them time to leave. Home visit time slots will be issued soon so that you can have plenty time to accommodate this.  Please note, your child should be there for the visit so we will work round nursery session times.
We are very much looking forward to visiting you and your child at home and at nursery in the next few weeks and welcoming your child to Boghall Primary in August. If you have any further enquiries please contact the school on wlboghall-ps@westlothian.org.uk 
Thank You

Clare Thacker

Depute Head Teacher (Acting) 
