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BALBARDIE PRIMARY AND BATHGATE WEST NURSERY SCHOOL
PARENT COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY 15TH JUNE 2015
DRAFT MINUTES

Present: Neil Quinn, Karen Smillie, Anne-Marie Vance, Greg Welsh, Elizabeth White, Margaret Hendry, Carol McNicol, Steph Stutt, Liz Notman, Fiona Drysdale, Paula Diment, Dorthe Davidson, James Savage, Audrey Templeton, Marion McCallum, Alison Currie, Martin Berginis, Janice Earl Summers

Apologies:  Gina Freeman, Leigh Maybury, Gillian Greenwell, Lesley Henderson,  

Harry Cartmill, John McGinty, Jim Walker, Laura Macintyre, Lynne Bell, Karen Bonnar Tracy Ross

1. Welcome and apologies noted.
 

2. Minutes from March meeting – approved.

3. Head Teacher report – distributed and discussed (attached).

4. Annual Calendar 

· Celebrating Success assemblies – positive feedback from parents.  Will remain in the annual calendar as new hall is a very suitable venue for this, not so cramped.  

· Christmas stage parties – now changed to Christmas disco P1 + P2 and P3 + P4 on one evening then P5 – P7.  Cost will be £1.00 to cover cost of juice, chocolate, crisps and disco.
· Pantomime will be in school for P1 – P6 children.  Last year the cost at Regal was £6 and for the first time adults charged.  In house offers better value for parents by having a theatre company to school

· Sports day – two dates in annual calendar 

5. Fitness fortnight embedded into our Health and Wellbeing policy.  We have moved on from focus weeks and incorporated it in learning throughout the year.

6. Draft copies of standards and quality report and school improvement plan any feedback to Neil within the next few weeks.
7. Parent has asked if a donation could be made to Moira Anderson foundation.   Parental discussion with their younger children regarding this charity (Child abuse) felt it would not be appropriate and would need to be handled sensitively.  Feeling that any contributions should be for local charity.  Vote taken for consideration - Yes votes – 8 and No votes 6.  Any suggestions for future donations for any charity organisation to be discussed at AGM in August ~ church collections, dress down days.  Sick Kids Hospital, Children’s Hospice Association, Childline, Clic Sergeant, disaster appeal e.g. Nepal, Bathgate Procession, Harvest donations to food bank.  Dress Down dates – 7/9/15. 2/10/15, 6/11/15, 4/12/15, 5/2/16, 4/3/16, 1/4/16, 6/5/16, 2/6/16
8. Float committee - Bathgate procession won 1st in Class 1 despite the terrible weather.  Very well supported by children and parents walking with the float.  The town’s folk and visitors who were there to support the procession day much appreciated.  Design competition winners and the official Frozen characters behind the float...  

Going to Armadale on 20th June and Whitburn 27th June.  Bathgate West Nursery winner as well.
9. Other Achievements

· School won Bathgate Procession relay swimming gala and potted sports. 
· Two Young Writer winners and one winner in Bathgate Highland games art competition.  
·  Have entered for 3 Stellar awards ~ our P6/P7 Buddy system, for performance arts and musical theatre for P6 and P7 and one for ARB children for wearing blue autism awareness day

10. Any other business –

· Collecting red gingham dresses for African school charity - in June newsletter
· Composite class – we cannot guarantee children will only have one year in a composite class through their school life.   Due to stage numbers composite classes will continue.  Class sizes from P4 – P7 are 33 per class.  Composite class information is on the school blog and a leaflet was issued to parents of children going into a composite class.
· Simply play – registration been agreed by Care Inspectorate and hopefully club will be set up for the new session.  
· Spare uniform to be handed in for distribution 
· School football team no decision been made as yet who will run this.
· Children’s School Reports out tomorrow.  The new format for report has been used, more personalised and clearer on strengths and next steps,
· School Uniform – girls may wear the yellow/white checked dress.  Hoodies only to be worn for outdoor PE and not in class. (note to parents out in final June newsletter).
· Nursery excursion to Blair Drummond Safari Park on Thursday and Golden Club event Thursday morning – bouncy castle, giant slide, soak the teacher and ice lolly, music.
· BBB will be about golden club and golden time from the children’s point of view - part of our Behaviour Policy.
· P6s assembly on Friday.  Last week P7 visit to Chill Out Zone.  Sports day Tuesday 23rd, P7 Oscars ceremony Thursday pm and party 6.30 pm in British legion.
· Friday church service
Next meeting is our AGM on Thursday 27th August 6.15 pm

Have a great summer everyone!
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15th June 2015

Headteacher’s Report


· Staffing / School Structure – 3 ARB classes (currently a teaching vacancy which is advertised). 15 mainstream classes (all staffed). Additional resource this session for an upper school nurture strategy which Mrs Stutt will lead on. 

· SLT – at this stage, I still need to confirm arrangements for DHT post for August and how this will impact on SLT remits. Interview for an Acting DHT post taking place on Thursday afternoon. This will be communicated on Friday.


· Nursery – a drop for next session to a 50/40 model at this stage. This has resulted in excess staff.


· Annual Calendar – I will discuss the draft calendar and requirement for some changes for the upcoming session


· Improvement planning and 3 year strategic plan – I will share with the PC our three year strategic plan, draft Standards and Quality report 14/15 and draft School Improvement Plan 15/16 (copies can be emailed with draft minutes following meeting).
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