BALBARDIE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Parent Council Meeting 11th March 2014 

Present: Neil Quinn (Chair), Greg Welsh, Elizabeth White, Lesley Henderson, Kirsten Gamble, Gina Freeman, Dorthe Davidson, Claire Bett,  Gillian Greenwell, Karen Bonnar, Jacqueline Harkins, Margaret Hendry, David Arnott, Jim Walker, Martin Berginis, Laura Macintyre, Carol McNicol, Harry Cartmill, Karen Smillie Alison Currie, Mrs McFarlane
Apologies:
Tracey Ross, John McGinty, Leigh Maybury, Audrey Templeton,
Welcome and apologies

From last minutes – JRSO have report ready to be printed and sent out. Suggestion of One way system in Athol terrace was refused from highways.  A parent has spoken with  Residents and have decided to go forward with a formal petition regarding parking and traffic issues.  Mr Cartmill would be pleased to take this matter forward and will liaise with PC Arnott and parents.  We will amend previous petition form.  Windyknowe Primary will have a new entrance to the school from Glasgow Road (proposed this year).  The Parent Council fully endorse this suggestion.

Nursery procession theme will be Bathgate West Big Band – a marching band.  Costumes are progressing well. 

Headteacher update

Scottish Government requirement will be 600 hours Nursery Child provision starting  from August 2014.  This is difficult to plan to meet implementation.  Schools are waiting on the council model.  Proposal is that there will be Breakfast club provision prior to starting and afternoon food provision at end of the afternoon session.  Each session will be 16 hours per week.  AM children will have 5 mornings and PM children will finish at 4 pm.  Nursery nurse contracts being revised.  Parents have received letters regarding this but school does not have a copy of the letter.  It was pointed out that the letter is not clear in stating intentions.  Mr Cartmill has asked for clarification on content of letter.  Staff unsure at present how this will work.  Ideal to have this working before we break up for the summer holidays. 
Building work – has started.  Work going well.  Design a poster competition very successful and children delighted with their prizes.  Breaks and dining unit working well.  Fried food is not edible and looking at alternative food to serve.  Greg meeting with John Fisher to look at alternative.  The Dining unit is a completely new building.  P1/2 exit through P5/7 door and enter back to go into their own playground through back door.

Home Learning task - return of 256 with suggestions on how to make improvements in drama, music, dance etc  

Whole school fund raiser during fitness fortnight.  This will be a limited programme and based on the Commonwealth Games – the purpose of the games and healthy eating.  Skip-athon in front playground, other challenges and music to be held on 4th June.

Staffing update – Miss Burns has been on sabbatical to Italy and decided to resign her post to remain in Italy.  Mrs Wilson, Support for Learning teacher is retiring at end of session.  Mrs Waddell, Principal Teacher Learning Support will also retire in June after 21 years service.
Circulate draft school calendar 2014 - 2015 prior to next meeting 

Open morning feed back was very positive and there was a good turnout.  Each class had something different.  Shared start next session for P1 – P3 will be one per term.

Comment regarding Newsletter very difficult to read, small print.  

Window incident – investigation report has been received by the Council. Waiting on finalised report on how the council will carry out the recommendations.  Windows still locked.  Due to the change in weather (hopefully warmer) council aware of ventilation concerns.  Mrs Mooney is feeling better, but it will take time for her to be fit to return to work.  

Fund raising statement issued.  Discussion on how money is spent and who could ask.  Any group can ask to be considered and no one has been refused.  Suggested that money could be used for developing the rear playground after building work has finished.  Suggestions for money donated for Five Sisters (not a registered charity), who could it be donated to? Voting slip for each class and children to be asked who they would like to money to go to.  West Lothian Dogs Trust, High Church food bank, missing names project from great war, food train for older people helping with shopping etc. (West Lothian Dog Trust was winner)
Float committee – Wednesday group work started, good group,  pupils starting their work – making poppies.  Work will begin soon at the farm, but we lack of joiners.  If anyone has this skill we would appreciate their help, even for a few hours.  Farm work starting later in the month.  We will encourage school pupils to walk in the procession.  Local Primary Schools are on a six year rotation for being at the front of the procession.  Look to have nursery and school linked with procession theme.  Some ideas for a costume.  Will offer a yellow t-shirt, head bopper or wig and be part on the yellow brick road.
Road safety parking issues nothing to add – walking bus going well from top of Bathgate.  Residents pleased that staff car park is in use

School events – P6 Wizard of Oz 18th and 19th March 7 pm Bathgate Academy.  Tickets selling well.  P1,3,4 have seen some of it in school and P5 and P7 to attend dress rehearsal next Monday.  P6/7 sports elective starts this week.  Next week Sport Relief Mile at Balbardie Park.  21st Spring Clean in Park of Peace by JET’s team.  24th Mrs. Ghafoor’s French club to theatre production in Broughton High - The Little Red Hen.  27th Nursery Pie, Pea and Bingo in British Legion.  28th P2 Mr Skellybones in High Church hall.  1st and 2nd April Parents night – appointment times out on Friday.  4th April Church Service 9.30 am and Golden Club Easter Event after interval.

No other business.
Date of next meeting 17th June

