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https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/Balbardie/

June 2015
Dear Parent / Carer,
We are now entering the final four weeks of the session and there are still many upcoming events. We are also in the process of preparing all of our children for their transitions to new schools and classes. Our ‘Diary Dates’ section outlines the many exciting activities planned in addition to the engaging learning experiences planned by our teaching and support staff.
I will issue a final newsletter of the session towards the end of the month which will confirm our staffing and classes for next session.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of school life, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Greg Welsh (Head Teacher)
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Procession Day

Our float committee is working especially hard to complete the school float for Procession Day. The theme of ‘Frozen’ has certainly captured the children’s attention. It would be fantastic to see as many of our children walking as possible.

Children walking with the school should meet at the Old Academy building on Marjoriebanks Street at 11.45am.

Congratulations to the following pupils who won the art competition to be principle characters in this year’s procession – Rachel Quin (Elsa); Emma Bradley (Anna); David Mack (Olaf); Ava Brown (Troll); Adam Bain (Hans); Sam Ure (Kristoff).

Sports Day

A reminder that our annual Sports Day is planned for Tuesday 2nd June at Balbardie Park of Peace. We will check the park and weather that morning and inform you via Groupcall if we need to postpone this.

Please note slight change in times – 9.20am P4 and P5 children; 10.45am P1, 2 and 3 children; 1.30pm P6 and 7 children.
Dress Down Day

Our final ‘Dress Down Day’ on Friday 5th June will be donated to our school fund.
Celebrating Success
It was fantastic to see such a wonderful turn out of parents, carers, grandparents and friends of the school at our recent Celebrating Success assemblies. I’m sure everyone in attendance was thoroughly entertained by our fantastic pupils.

More success!

I am delighted to share more success for some of our pupils in Balbardie.

Emily Bagen (P7b) has won one of the top 5 prizes in West Lothian’s Young Writer of the Year competition from 8,500 entries!
Cameron Newall (P6h) is also one of the 25 winners from the 8,500 entries in the P6 category of the Young Writers’ competition.

Logan Wilson (P3e) won 3rd prize in the P2-4 category of the West Lothian Highland Games Art competition.

Congratulations and well done to all three pupils. We are very proud of you!
New After School Childcare Service
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Simply Play is a multi-award winning childcare charity that provides great after school and holiday services for local families. They work in partnership with West Lothian Council to support parents in employment and education and to provide children with high quality play opportunities.

Simply Play is planning to open in Balbardie Primary school, to meet expanding demand for high quality childcare that is tailored to school-aged children, in their own space.

Parents particularly like Simply Play’s great rates and the flexibility and convenience of their unique pay-as-you-go, online booking system.

Simply Play’s friendly, skilled, qualified Playworkers offer a wide range of self-directed play opportunities that are tailored to their age range.  

Preparations to open this new service as soon as possible are already at an advanced stage and Simply Play are keen to hear from interested families, as they plan for expected demand. Contact Simply Play on 01506 856444, or at admin@simplyplay.org. For more information visit their website at www.simplyplay.org or follow or message them on Facebook.

Internet Safety / Social Media

As we continue to educate our children about safe use of the internet and social media, I have noted below an excellent website that informs parents about social media and its many different formats. I believe that it is really important to work with your child on how they are using their devices as we continue to address issues in school around how they are being used outwith school. I would really appreciate your support in looking through the website and using this as a basis to discuss social media with your child.
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/?utm_content=buffer1a0b7&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#
Summer Reading Challenge
Read six books over the summer holidays and get exciting rewards along the way. Keep up the pace and join us on the 13th of August for more record [image: image4.jpg]


breaking fun!!

Want to be a record breaker?! Beat the rush and enrol at the Simpson Library.

Drop in anytime on June the 23rd between 15:30 – 17:00.

Register today and choose your character.

Pick and decorate your cool character there are LOADS to choose from!!    

For more info please contact Simpson Library on 01506 282910       

Parent Council

Please note a change in date for the last Parent Council meeting of the session. This will now take place on Monday 15th June at 6.15pm in P5d classroom.
Diary Dates
June

1st 
P6 and 7 elective programme (final session)
2nd 
Sports Day (weather permitting)

3rd 
6pm – New P1 intake parents’ meeting
4th 
Netball Festival

5th 
Dress Down Day


P1w Assembly (parents welcome 9.20am)


Stay and Learn for new P1 pupils

Sat 6th 
Procession Day

8th 
HOLIDAY

9th 
P7 visit to Bathgate Academy (all week)

10th 
Move On Day / New P1 pupils in school

11th 
6.30pm Young Writer of the Year Awards

12th 
P1h Assembly (parents welcome 9.20am)


Stay and Learn for new P1 pupils

15th 
6.15pm Parent Council


7.00pm ARB Parents’ Network

16th 
End of session reports issued

PM – House Captain interviews

17th 
P1 visit to Botanic Gardens

18th 
Summer Golden Club Event

19th 
P6s assembly (parents welcome 9.20am)


1pm Musical Theatre elective performance

22nd 
PM – P7 visit to COZ

23rd 
PM – P7 visit to COZ

25th 
1.30pm P7 Oscars Ceremony


6.30pm – P7 Leavers’ Party

26th 
9.30am – Church Service

