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https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/wl/Balbardie/

May 2014
Dear Parent / Carer,

We have many exciting learning opportunities planned for all of our children for the remaining 6 weeks (almost hard to believe!) of the session. We also have a busy transition schedule ahead of us for all of our children, and an exciting time for our current P7 children and future P1 children. 

The diary dates section provides an update of the events planned in school until the end of June.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of school life, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Greg Welsh (Head Teacher)
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Building News

The extension work is still firmly on track and we are beginning to make decisions about the future interior of the space. The children continue to be excited about watching its progress and we are already looking forward to having our new gym hall and dining area.

Grounds Awareness Day

Due to the extensive building work currently taking place, we have taken the decision to cancel this year’s Grounds Awareness Day.
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Polling Station

On Thursday 22nd May, our Autism Resource Base will be used as a polling station for the European Elections. Children in the Resource will not attend school on that day.

Class Structure 2014-2015

We are currently making plans for the class structure for our school for next session. We will have 16 classes, with a composite class at P1/2 and at P2/3. In forming all of our classes, we work closely with our staff to ensure the best composition for each individual. A copy of our composite class information leaflet can be found on the school blog or obtained from the school office. 

Staffing Update

We have a number of changes already confirmed within our staff team for next session. I have listed these below and will inform you of any future changes in the final newsletter of the session.
Mrs Waddell and Mrs Wilson are both retiring at the end of this school session. 

Miss Burns has resigned her post within school to continue working and living in Italy.

Mrs Spence will begin maternity leave in August.

Mrs Strain will also be leaving us at the end of this session.

We would like to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable time.

Due to these changes, we also have some additions to our staff team.

Mrs Stutt will be Acting Principal Teacher from August to cover Mrs Spence’s maternity leave. 
Miss McLean will join our Autism Resource team to replace Mrs Strain.
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School lunches
Can we remind parents that the cost of school lunches is now £1.85.  Also, we have recently had a number of pupils paying for school lunches in arrears.  It is preferable and easier for us to manage if lunches are paid on the day or in advance (but no more than two weeks at a time) as the school makes a daily payment to WLC for the lunch provision.

Validated Self Evaluation

As part of our school’s rigorous self-evaluation of our work, we are inviting other head teachers into school to observe and discuss the work of the school. The areas of focus will be in our Autism Resource and in the early years (nursery and P1). We are looking forward to sharing our practice with others and discussing what we have planned to continually improve the work of the school.
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Belgium 2014

Last week 42 P7s plus Miss Henderson, Miss Macintyre, Mr Berginis, Mrs White and Mr Arnott went on our annual trip to Belgium. We stayed in a small town called Blankenberge. On the Monday we arrived and soon settled in to our hotel Sabot D’Or. Dinner was served shortly after arriving and then we headed out to the beach. At the beach we had many activates such as rugby, football, playing tig. When we had finished at the beach we went to the waffle stand or frites stand then we headed back to the hotel for bed. 
On Tuesday we went to the chocolate factory and some of us got presents for our family. After that we went to Brugges and visited the gardens nearby and went on a canal boat ride. On Wednesday we went on a bus trip to Holland and went to the clog-makers shop for a demonstration and bought clogs.
We went to the sun park water park after lunch and the waves were on and there was an outdoor pool and it was warmer than the inside pool. There were lots of flumes and a jacuzzi too. After that we went to the hotel and had a lovely meal.
Thursday was our world war day and we went to Tyne cot museum to visit the fallen soldiers’ graves. We then went to Passchendaele Memorial museum then we headed out to see what a German cemetery looked like so we could compare them. At the end of the day we went to the Menin Gate to see the last post ceremony.
On the Friday we went to Plopsaland theme park and most of the p7s went on the Anubis and then we travelled to other places in our different groups and went on rides like the Dragon, Log Flume and Super Splash. Then we met up for lunch and after that we got a chance to go to the sweet stand and buy a treat then back to the Anubis for one last shot.
After a long bus trip back to the UK we got some well-deserved McDonalds at Dover, we continued our journey and reached Bathgate at about 7:30am and then our journey was over. 

“Belgium has been an amazing time for me and my favourite part was Plopsaland.” Abbie Jolly
“Belgium has been a great experience and I will carry what I have learned on to later trips. As well as being a learning experience it has given me great independence.” Christopher Allan 
[image: image6.wmf]
Residential 

Please remember that final payment of £30.00 for Low Port in September is due to be paid by Friday 30th May.

The third payment for Belgium 2015 of £50.00 is also due by this date.

Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers

The last day for collecting vouchers is Friday 20th May.  If you have any please send to school as soon as possible.

Lost Property
Once again, we have a huge bundle of lost property.  Any items that are labelled with a child’s name will find their way back to the classroom.  Please can you ask your child to check if they have lost any school uniform, coats, jackets, PE kit, etc.  We can only keep lost property items for a short period of time before we need to dispose of them.

May

12th 


P7 GLOW Meet

13th 


P4 visit to National Museum




P6 Team to Cross Country Event

14th 


Evaluation of Autism Resource Base

15th 


Celebrating Success (Parents welcome)






  9.30am
P1, P6 and ARB classes 





 11.00am
P2 and P3


  


  1.30pm
P4 and P5 

15th 
pm

P6 and 7 Elective



6.30pm
Big Big Balbardie Blether (parent/pupil workshop)

16th 


Assembly – Mr Macdonald

20th 


Evaluation of nursery and P1 curriculum

22nd 


Polling Station – No Autism Resource classes

pm

P6 and 7 Elective

23rd 
9.45am
P1b Assembly (parents welcome)




P7 Tobacco workshops

26th 


Start of Commonwealth Health and Fitness Fortnight



P7 visit to Bathgate Academy

27th 


P7 GLOW Meet

28th 


Sports Day – Balbardie Park of Peace 






  9.15am
P4 and 5
 10.30am
P1 – 3 
  1.15pm
P6 and 7 
  2.45pm
All – awards ceremony (playground)

29th 
pm

P4g Animation workshop





pm

P6 and 7 Elective

6.00pm 
Belgium DVD showing for P7 parents
June

2nd 


P7 GLOW Meet

4th 


Sponsored Skip-a-thon



6.00pm 
New P1 parents’ meeting

5th 
PM 

P6/7 Electives

6th 


Dress down day



9.45am
P3w Assembly (parents welcome)





P7 to Bathgate Academy

Sat 7th 

John Newland’s Day and Procession
9th 


HOLIDAY
11th 


P7 to Bathgate Academy





New P1 pupils visit school
12th 


P7 to Bathgate Academy





P1 visit to Botanic Gardens

13th 


P1m Assembly (parents welcome 9.45am)

17th 


End of session reports issued



7.00pm
Parent Council Meeting 



7.00pm
Autism Parent Network

18th 


House Captain interviews

19th 


Golden Club Summer Event
20th 


P1-P4 Review Jotters home



9.45am
P2e Assembly (parents welcome)





Netball Festival (WL College)





P1-P6 meet new teacher

23rd 
2.30pm
Parent Helper Cuppa Chat 

26th 
1.30pm 
P7 Oscars Ceremony



pm

P7 Night at the Oscars – British Legion

27th 
9.30am 
Church Service

