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BALBARDIE PRIMARY SCHOOL & BATHGATE WEST NURSERY SCHOOL

Parent Council Meeting on Thursday 6th November 2014 

Minutes of Meeting
Present: Audrey Templeton, Leigh Maybury, Karen Smillie, Neil Quinn (Chair), Margaret Hendry,  Liz Notman, Marion McCallum, James Savage, Tracy Ross, Steph Cameron, Harry Cartmill, Carol McNicol, Karen Bonnar, Gillian Greenwell, Claire Houstin, Paula Diment, Janice Earl Summers, Alison Currie, Martin Berginis, Lesley Henderson, Steph Stutt, Elizabeth White, Claire Bett, Suzanne Prentice, Gina Freeman, Lynne Bell, Greg Welsh
Apologies: Nicola McFarlane, John McGinty, Jim Walker, Willie Boyle, Mark Houstin, 
1. Prior to the meeting available members were given a tour of the new Gym hall and dining facilities.
2. Welcome and apologies.
3. Arising from AGM 25.08.14  

· Harry Cartmill asked if there was any update on petition regarding road safety at back of the school.  Nothing as yet. Action point - contact PC Arnott. UPDATE [Neil made contact with David Arnott and he is going to revisit this with Harry and the parents involved and will provide update to next meeting]
· All future votes at meetings will record accurately number of ‘ Yes’, ‘No’ and ‘ Abstained’ 
· Additional member – Marian Cameron has joined the parent council as a  Bathgate West NS  representative
· AGM Minutes approved

4. Written report from Mr Welsh distributed.
· It was requested if Mr Welsh can distribute this to parent council members prior to future meetings.

5. West Lothian Council Delivering Better Outcomes – house captains will respond as a pupil body.  Discussed whether the Parent Council wanted to consolidate a report or as individual households?  Discussion followed regarding the time limit involved (due by 21st November) and compiling a concise report may be difficult.  Harry encouraged everyone to complete the form and make their views known.  Focus on encouraging all parents to complete the Council Form - to put a note on the school blog.
6. Karen Bonnar asked if there could be an additional meeting in January 2015.  Neil will ask Greg if there can be another date in January as they felt it was too long until March.  UPDATE: Additional meeting scheduled for Thursday 29th January @ 1815

7. Harry was asked if there were any more WL Council initiatives coming soon. Harry informed that there will be a council boundary consultation soon which may result in a catchment review but did not provide any confirmed dates.
8. Big Balbardie Blether on Friday 7th November. –Topic is School uniform – what do the children think? House captains will present an update on this at the next Parent Council meeting.  

9. Staffing changes discussed.  Point raised about the change in P3/2 and the knock on effect on the children.  It was commented could the Council not look at this situation more carefully to ensure disruptions like this do not happen.  Lesley explained the working behind the staff changes, promotion, secondments etc. and will pass on the comments to the Senior Managers.  Harry suggested Neil write a letter to him expressing Parent Council concern regarding staff changes.  Suggested a meet the teacher evening for P3/2 with new teacher to re-assure parents that the transition arrangements are all in place.  Lesley will ask Mrs Aitken if she can be available for this.  
10. Focus Group to discuss school reporting framework – anyone interested in participating to email Greg.
11. Parent Council training for appointment of HT or DHT – Neil has attended this. The next date 10th December 5.15 – 6.15 pm in the Civic Centre, Livingston – Carol and Karen attending.  Paula, Leigh, Steph and Gina booked for 17th March 2015.

12. Fund Raising – statement distributed.  

13. Statement for Float Committee to be distributed at next meeting.  1st meeting in October - theme will be “Frozen”, it was the most popular with the children.  All children can enter the drawing competition and 1st prize will be awarded. Next meeting beginning of the year and will have a stall at the Christmas Fayre. Look into ideas for costumes.

14. School events – party dates, nativity and other Christmas events will be sent to parents before end of November.

15. P1 parents evening 9th December.  Alison Paterson - Vowel House Consonants workshop 5.30 – 7 pm

AOB – 

16. James asked for clarification on the Golden Club – commenting on apparent lack of consistency.  Greg and Lesley have spoken with staff regarding this.  It was agreed that this is motivational for all children.  Expectation is that a few children will reach the Golden Club by Christmas, with most of the school by Easter.  ‘Alexander the Great’ will be the GC event at Christmas and still to decide Easter event.  Summer event could be the Bouncy Castle, Giant Slide and music which were well received in summer 2014.

 Date of next meeting Thursday 29th January 2015 @ 1815 

