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The aim of this leaflet is to provide you with information relating to the formation and workings of composite classes.  I hope it helps to provide answers to questions often asked regarding the formation and the teaching and learning in composite classes.

Background

Schools are given a staffing allocation dependent on the total school roll.  Currently, government and local policy have set a maximum pupil number for single year stage classes of: 
25 in Primary 1




30 in Primaries 2 and 3




33 in Primaries 4-7

There currently is an agreement of a maximum composite class size of 25 pupils.
If the numbers in year groups across school vary considerably it is often not possible to create single year stage classes.

Formation of classes

A composite class is a class organisation where children of two or more stages are grouped together.

In forming composite classes, pupils’ educational progress and attainment are given careful consideration.  Opportunities will be provided to enhance pupils’ personal and social development across year groups but it would never be possible to form classes solely on friendship and social groupings.

There are occasions where pupils who have additional needs would be placed in the class considered the most appropriate in terms of their specific needs being met.

Nowadays, children are used to being taught by a number of different teachers – different teachers for PE, French and drama are some examples.

If your child is placed in a composite class when he/she starts school it is not necessarily the case that this class would continue through P1-P7 with the same grouping of children.

The overall school roll continues to change at Balbardie therefore the class structure is also likely to change year on year.

Learning and Teaching

Your child’s education will not be disadvantaged through being taught in a composite class.  Class teachers have professional expertise in teaching classes with a wide range of abilities.  They group children of similar ability in a number of areas for learning and teaching purposes e.g. reading, writing and mathematics.
Teachers will adapt their teaching methods and approaches appropriately whatever the class organisation may be.

In a composite class, children will not experience repetitive work.  Class teachers will plan topics which are new for all of their pupils and children will be working at different ability levels.  Differentiated programmes will be provided wherever appropriate.

Your child will meet and interact with his/her friends at playtimes, and often during class times.  There will also be some opportunities for children to participate in activities particular to their year groups.
As soon as staffing allocation and pupil roll are confirmed by West Lothian Council it is possible to plan the class organisation for the following session.

The management team at Balbardie is happy to meet with parents at any time to discuss procedures and give our assurance that we continue to strive to provide all of our pupils with learning experiences of the highest quality.

Greg Welsh
Headteacher
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