BALBARDIE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Parent Council Meeting Wednesday 15th January 2014

Present:
Greg Welsh, Lesley Henderson, Elizabeth White, Martin Berginis,  Tracy Ross, Jacqueline Harkins, Rupert Pugh, Jim Walker, Karen Bonnar, Lynne Bell, Kirsten Gamble, Karen Smillie, Leigh Maybury, Nicola McFarlane,  Alison Currie, Dorthe Davidson, Carol McNicol, Neil Quinn, Marian McCallum, Margaret Hendry, Liesa McLean, Willie Boyle
Apologies:
Harry Cartmill, Gina Freeman, Emma Mooney, Samantha Wilkins, Claire Bett, John McGinty, Laura Macintyre,
*
Welcome and apologies.

*
Minutes from last meeting approved.

*
Consultation on Easter Holidays – Proposal is that there will be a spring break beginning on last Monday in March for two weeks.  Easter public holidays will be as usual.  Neil will collate and distribute to parent council before submitting by 14th February.

· Road Safety and Parking issues – Greg met with Donna and Kevin re front of school parking.  Kevin will report to Donna who inturn will report back to JRSO.  Fixed notices will be put up.  They were more concerned about issues in Athol Terrace.  Suggested additional Bollards along the pathway.  Not adverse to this but once the building works have been completed this will be looked at again.  There will be a new opening at rear, path and barrier still to be implemented.  A voluntary one way system – need to go through consultation with residents, speed may increase.

· Update from Headteacher – 
· Whole school fund raising event during health and fitness fortnight.  Is PC in favour of this?  This was agreed.

· Violin tuition – new teacher started on 8th January and children enjoying new tutor.  Children are ear tested in P5.

· School Improvement Plan – progressing well.  Big Balbardie Blether last Friday very popular – how good is our curriculum.  Results interesting.  Parent/pupil home learning – what you would like to see happening in school – important children are involved in their own learning.

· Building works – contractor not appointed to start 6th January as was proposed.  Reverted back to ususal system for interval and lunch.  Contractor due on site 3rd February and then we will revert back to split breaks, two tray dining choice.  10th February in staff car park new dining room will be installed.  Breakfast club to continue in gym hall.

Incident in Room 7 – one of the windows frames became detached.  West Lothian Council Health and Safety carrying out an investigation.  Greg said Mrs Mooney will be absent from school for a few weeks.  Miss McAllister will teach class full time.  All windows have been locked until investigation has been carried out.  

Homework policy – teacher should check minimum once every 3 weeks ,  if not consistent raise with the class teacher.

If there is an issue, please contact the class teacher in the first instance.  If not satisfied contact Miss Henderson P1 – 3, Mrs. Spence P4 -5, Mr. Welsh P6-7.

· Fundraising – Valentine Disco 13th February – P1 – P3 6 pm – 7 pm and P4 – P7 7.15 pm – 8.15 pm.  Can you please let me know which time you are able to help with.
· Forthcoming school events – Burns recitation 20th January finals, P7 Burns supper Thursday 23rd ,Valentine Disco, 28th February Open Morning for all, Family Quiz night children/adults, £5 entry, raffle, Thursday 6th March in British Legion.  

· Belgium information meeting for P6 and P6 parents and Low Port parents meeting 29th January.

· Nursery will choose their Procession theme next week.

· No other business.

Next meeting 11th March

