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We have recently interviewed for a Support 
for Learning Assistant with Administrative 
Duties. We are pleased that Ms Rosa Pridden 
will join our staff team after the Christmas 
break. 

Congratulations to Lisa Newton who 
completed her Modern Apprenticeship in 
Early Childhood Practice. In November, Lisa 
was appointed as a permanent Early 
Childhood Educator within our nursery in 
team. 

 

 

Thank you to all families who contributed to 
our Christmas Hampers and congratulations 
to all winners. 

Thank you so much for the continued support 
of our Newton Families Together Fundraising 
Team who have continued to work hard to 
raise money for our school during these 
trying times.  

 

 

 

Start-Up Stirling – Thank you again for any 
donations to Start-Up Stirling.  

Dementia Friendly Dunblane – Thank you to 
children in P4L who made Christmas gift 
labels for some of our friends who will 
receive a parcel on behalf of Dementia 
Friendly Dunblane 

Dunblane High School Sports Leaders – 
Some of our classes have enjoyed virtual 
tennis, socially distanced dancing and 
athletics activities provided by Dunblane HS 
Sports Leaders this term as they develop 
their leadership skills by recording and 
delivering taster lessons supported by Mrs 
McKay PE teacher.   

Rubber Chicken Theatre 

Thank you to Rubber Chicken Theatre for 
their ongoing support of our school. We 
know many of our families have this week 
been enjoying ‘Sparkle on the Hill’ and we 
are looking forward to seeing some of our 
children perform ‘Elf Jr, The Musical’ on 
Saturday evening at 8.30pm with some 
families joining RCT for ‘The Big Night In at 
7.30pm. If you would like to join this please 
follow the link. 
www.bookwhen.com/rubberchickentheatre 

Well done to all the children who have been 
involved in these brilliant performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary One have very much enjoyed 

helping Buzz Lightyear learn more about 
Space to prepare him for his mission. We 
found it interesting to learn about the 
different planets, what the sun and the moon 
are made of and what they look like in our 
Solar System. Looking at a globe, we explored 
why we get day and night and we found it 
interesting to see that some countries have 
daytime when we have night-time! Primary 1 
particularly enjoyed learning about the role 
of an astronaut and what it looks like in a 
space shuttle. We listened to Tim Peake 
speak about how he manages to sleep and go 
to the toilet in a space shuttle with no 
gravity! We fed back to Buzz Lightyear all our 
learning and helped him to pack what he may 
need for his mission. We even designed him a 
new space rocket!'  

Primary Two have had a very exciting term 
after receiving a delivery of a dinosaur egg 
from the Natural History Museum! We were 
tasked with looking after it and decided to 
learn as much as we could about dinosaurs! 
We learned all about dinosaur habitats and 
created our own triaramas. We learned how 
to classify dinosaurs in different ways 
including sorting them into herbivores, 
carnivores and omnivores. We created food 
chains for different dinosaurs, used metre 
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sticks to measure the actual size of dinosaurs 
in the playground, learned about inherited 
characteristics and presented to the class all 
about our very own favourite dinosaur! We 

have loved learning all about dinosaurs!  

Primary Three Our learning context in P3 has 
been Poles Apart. The children have explored 
states of water and have participated in a 
range of water based experiments.  They 
were lucky enough to ask questions to Orla's 
papa about his expedition to Antarctica. As 
well as that the class have been working 
extremely hard to create their very own non-
fiction book, sharing their learning of their 
context. We hope parents enjoyed reading 
these and learned something new! The 
children have been highly motivated and 
engaged in their learning experiences and 
deserve a well-earned rest. Have a lovely 
Christmas. 

Primary Four have been super scientists in 
their Super Science context this term.  The 
timing of our context has been incredible due 
to science 'hitting the headlines' like never 
before thanks to the Coronavirus 
vaccine!  We investigated this news story and 
other science related news stories. The pupils 
researched at home (thank you to parents for 
your support) summarized and shared these 
news items with the class.  We also 
completed a variety of experiments!  We 
dissolved a variety of solids, connected 
electrical circuits, investigated energy 
sources and measured weather.  To top it all 
off we even 'virtually' interviewed an 
engineer asking him about his job and the 
attributes and skills he needs to do his job 
well. Lots of learning this term in P4. Well 
done! 

Primary Five - The Bonnie Bairns’ Bus Tour – 
Scotland has been our business! 

Over the last term, our intrepid “bairns” have 
travelled the length and breadth of Scotland, 
developing their knowledge and skills along 
the way. 

We visited four very different places which 
reflected the diversity of Scottish life: our 
own hometown, Dunblane; the Orkney Isles; 
Oban; and our capital, Edinburgh. In every 
place visited, we researched issues such as 
population, transport, the culture, food and 
drink which made that place special, the 
history, and sights and places which were of 
greatest interest if visiting that locale.  

Our bus may have been vintage, but the 
technology and skills we used to support our 
research were 21st century! Inquisitive and 
curious, the school Chromebooks were hot! 
Personal research at home greatly helped the 
process.  With a link to developing the young 
workforce, Mr Andrew Sharp also visited 
virtually and then sent in a Power Point, 
explaining the demands of organising a tour 
as a business. He focused on the Orkney Isles 
and the sights and sounds which make this 
was one of the most popular places on his 
tours.  

We then used all of the knowledge gained to 
create a personal tour guide, applying our 
knowledge of grammar, forms of writing and 
our flair as writers. All demonstrated 
perseverance, care and pride in creating 
attractive and readable tour guides.  

We created our own Scottish timeline and 
became more aware of the chronological 
order of our history. We learned about the 
types of historical evidence used to piece our 
history together, for example, the 
archaeology of Skara Brae  

Our numerical focus on time- conversion to 
the 24- hour clock, duration and time 
problems linked beautifully with the 
demands of tour guiding, as did some maths 
work on position, direction and movement.  

 Indeed PE, with a block of learning on 
orienteering, also reinforced our learning 
about the purpose and importance of map 
reading.  

Finally, we created artwork which reflected 
important aspects of our learning and 
complemented our written creativity! 

Scotland has been our business this term and 
has broadened, reinforced and added depth 
to our knowledge and skill sets. 

Happy Christmas from the Bonnie Bairns! 

Primary Six - have been busy learning all 
about Space this term. The children had the 
opportunity to work in trios researching 
information about a selected planet. The 
children worked cooperatively to design and 
present a Google Slides Presentation, 
they created 3D models of their selected 
planet and they also made a poster 
showcasing a variety of facts. Each 
presentation was shared with the class with 
the children making notes and learning about 
all planets because of this.We have also been 

incredibly busy learning about the Mars 
Rover - Curiosity. We have explored forces 
and circuits as well as learning to saw, sand, 
and put together a working rover. The 
children then raced their rovers which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. This was a 
difficult project with everyone having to 
show perseverance, determination and team 
working skills to be successful. 

Alongside this we have linked our context 
with literacy creating Space stories that have 
been made into wonderful books using digital 
software. We explored characterisation and 
sensory descriptions and also worked on 
literary features of similes, metaphors, 
alliteration and onomatopoeia to add 
additional detail. The children cannot wait to 
share their finished books with their families.  

Finally, we have had fun learning about 
constellations making models and creating 
beautiful artwork to represent a variety of 
constellations using paint and chalk. 

Well done to P6 who have been excited, 
motivated and engaged whilst learning about 
space. 

Primary Seven Primary 7 began this term 
learning about Peace & Conflict. Through this 
Context for Learning the children explored 
the key events of WW2, wrote emotive 
personification poems, created amazing 
artwork and learned to play famous wartime 
songs on the handbells. This learning 
culminated in a virtual Remembrance 
Assembly for the whole school.   

Over the past few weeks Primary 7 have 
been learning about Entrepreneurs & 
Philanthropists. They have been developing 
skills in setting up and running a business 
through the 'P7's Business Bonanza' 
Challenge. In partnership with the NHS, the 
children have had an opportunity to learn 
about Health & Wellbeing through a 
programme called 'Max in the Class' which 
has been delivered virtually to our 
classrooms.  

 

 

 

 

The fundraising team would like to thank 
everyone for their incredible support over 
the last few months.  It's certainly been a 
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different couple of terms but the team has 
still been able to raise a fantastic amount of 
money and support for the school and local 
community with your help so thank you to 
everyone for all the donations and 
contributions!  For full details, please see 
today's Parentmail message.  The team 
would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
Newton families and friends a safe, happy 
and peaceful Christmas and all best wishes 
for 2021. 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend both of 
you when it comes.  Hopefully a nice mix of 
Christmas plans and some R&R before the 
last few days of term.... 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank staff for supporting the 
children to have an exciting end of term.  On 
Wednesday our children enjoyed a special 
Christmas Lunch and each class has today 
enjoyed an end of term Christmas party 
albeit in classrooms. All classes had an 
opportunity to watch our Christmas service 
supported by P1 and P4 and the local 
ministers. Some of our older children were 
able to watch ‘Rapunzel,’ a fun festive family 
friendly show, with songs filmed in the 
beautiful surrounds of Stirling Castle.  

We thank parents who have already let us 
know if their children are not returning to 
school next week and we remind parents 
that if your child is being picked up at 12.30 
on Wednesday it is not too late to return the 
slip or let us know. School will close on 
Wednesday at 1.15pm and we will return at 
9.00am on Thursday 7th January 2021. 

On behalf of all the staff at Newton Primary 
School and Nursery Class I would like to wish 
all our families a fun filled Christmas and a 
very happy new year. 

Warm Regards, 

Linda Kane 

Linda Kane (Head Teacher)
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