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Programme

• Introduction - Shirley Gallivan, Deputy Head, with responsibility 
for the Early Years

• Staff & responsibilities – all staff

• Nursery Improvement Plan- Shirley Gallivan

• Transition – Shirley Gallivan

• Building the curriculum - Mary Kinnaird, Senior ECE

• Learning through play - Mary Kinnaird, Senior ECE

• Sharing the Learning - all staff 

• Q & A 
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The Child

Each child is a unique 
individual with their own 
personality and learning 
strategy. 

For learning to be 
effective and relevant, 
we build on previous 
experience, children’s 
interests and what the 
child already knows. 



Observations

Observation are used as a 
tool to identify children's 
interests, learning 
strategies, skill level and 
next steps. 

Observations are 
documented through 
anecdotal evidence, 
photographs and video 
giving us a visual profile 
of the child. 

Observations are central in 
planning experiences for 
individuals and group 
learning.
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Alongside national and local priorities and guidance
our early years curriculum emphasises the
importance of emotional, social and personal
development, the acquisition of literacy and
numeracy skills, the contribution of creative and
physical skills, finding out about our environment
and the exploration of science and technology.

The curriculum is separated into eight areas, to
facilitate planning and profiling although obviously
children do not learn in this way!

Each area has a range of experiences and outcomes,
which can be cross curricular.

Building the Curriculum



Planning – the learning cycle

Learning at Dunblane
nursery is an organic 
process that develops 
as children’s interests, 
needs and next steps 
are identified. 

An intrinsic part of our 
planning process is the 
development of 
‘learning groups’ and 
recognising the 
importance of outdoor 
experiences.



When developing a ‘learning group’, staff observe children,
looking at different types of play, different styles of
learning and emerging themes or strands of common
interests.

Observations are carried out over a period of time to
ensure the interest will be sustained and there will
room for it to develop and grow.

The work of ‘learning groups’ are taken on to the floor
where all children have the opportunity to explore their
knowledge, thoughts, findings, activities and
experiences alongside peers and educators.

Children are aware from the outset that a 'learning group’
is not a dip in and out of activity, however they do
evolve as children’s interest and knowledge changes.

Learning groups



Making connections

One of the main factors in a child’s learning and
development is the ability to use their imagination and
transfer their learning across different sectors.

We fully believe in involving the outdoors as a valuable
learning environment to enhance experiences and give
children a different perspective on acquiring skills.



• Will give children a 
sense of belonging

• Develop confidence 
and self esteem

• Develop relationships 
with adults and peers

• Develop social skills

• Recognise personal 
achievements

• Create independent 
learners

• Promote physical 
activity

Learning through: 
Health & Wellbeing



• Using resources and 
equipment with respect

• Children accessing resources 
and equipment and beginning 
to have an understanding of 
own capabilities

• Developing a culture of peer 
learning through listening and 
modelling both peer and 
adults strategies

• Make connections between 
outdoor and indoor play and 
how tools, equipment and 
resources can be adapted

Learning through: 
Physical & risky play



• Explore mark making and 
early writing using a 
number of interesting 
materials and resources

• Develop communication & 
social  skills, through 
listening and talking 

• Have fun with sounds 
through song and stories

• Explore and enjoy stories 
through books and other 
media

• Develop research skills

Learning through: 
Literacy



• Explore counting, sorting, 
matching and classifying

• Become familiar with the 
concept of time through 
routines

• Make use of technology to 
develop numeracy skills

• Providing opportunities to 
consolidate skills

• Supporting children in 
developing problem solving 
skills

Learning through: 
Numeracy



• Children have opportunities
to work independently or in
a group to develop problem
solving skills

• Using multi-purpose and
non-commercial resources
give children the
opportunity to use their
imagination and develop
problem solving skills.

• Intelligent resources will
not dictate play and allow
for differentiation of
interest, ability and skill.

Learning through:
Intelligent resources & working together



Sharing the learning

• Questions & answers

• Looking at numeracy: at home & at 

nursery

• Sharing documentation

• Evaluations; how can we make it better?


