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A Parents’ Guide to Primary One

in
Dunblane Primary School
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Welcome to Dunblane Primary School

This booklet has been developed to welcome you and your child to Dunblane Primary School.

We offer some helpful hints and provide information, which we hope, will help you understand some of the experiences that you and your child will have in our school.

We hope you find this booklet both helpful and enjoyable.  With it comes an invitation to you to feel at home in our school too!

Your interest and support will always be valued, as we become partners in the education of your child.

Please feel free to ask any questions at all – no matter how trivial they may seem (You can rest assured that others will have similar questions!)

We are very well aware that going to school is a big step for your child (and for you!).

All staff will make every effort to ease your child through the transition from home/nursery into school. 

The staff you will become most familiar with in Primary 1 are the class teachers – Miss McLachlan (P1M), Mrs Paterson (P1P) and Miss Jones (P1/2J).
Mrs Gallivan is the Depute Headteacher with responsibility for Early Years. Of course, throughout the session other staff may be involved with your child e.g. Support for Learning Assistants, specialist teachers, health care workers and others.
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                  We work as a team to support children and families.
The Settling –In Period
Primary 1 children will attend school ALL DAY from Tuesday 22nd August 2017.

The first day
In order to make your child’s transition into P1 happy and relaxed, there will be a staggered entry time from 9 – 10 am from Tuesday 22nd August and Wednesday 23rd of August 2017. On these days please feel free to bring your child into school between these times. This will also help with the congestion in the corridors and give class teachers more time to welcome you and your child into class.
When you arrive to collect your child at home time, it is essential that you wait for them in the P1/2 playground. On the FIRST DAY ONLY the Primary One children will finish at 3.05pm. 
On Thursday the 24th and Friday the 25th August, the children are asked to line up at 9am in the playground in their classes, where the teacher will bring them into the classroom. To encourage independence and learning from each other, it would be helpful, if once your child is in their line, that parents and carers then stand at the back of the lines. This enables the class teachers to have a clear view of the children and bring them into school in a quiet and calm manner.
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Lunches                             [image: image6.emf]


Since Primary One children are in school on a full time basis from the first day, they are able to stay for lunch.  All Primary 1-3 pupils are entitled to a free school meal.   There are several choices at lunchtime and you will be provided with a 3 week menu chart.  It would be helpful if you can discuss the choice of meal on a daily basis with your child.  Pupils who wish may bring in a packed lunch.  

It is essential that you inform the school on enrolment whether your child has any special dietary requirements or allergies to certain foods.

                                              
                                              Snacks
Children can bring their own snack to eat at playtime.  We try to encourage healthy snacks, e.g. a piece of fruit or crisps.  Snacks should be limited to one item.

Children will be permitted to drink water (not juice) in class throughout the day.  They should bring their own water bottle to school for this.  Research has shown that this rehydrates the body and can improve concentration. 
School Uniform
We actively encourage all children to wear school uniform.  This promotes a sense of identity and pride in Dunblane Primary School.

The most popular form of uniform is a school skirt /trousers, polo shirt and school sweatshirt.
Your child will have been assigned to a ‘house’ within the school and sweatshirts can be ordered online with the school badge embroidered in their house colour. If they have older brothers or sisters in the school, they will be in the same house. For details on how to order, please see the leaflet in your P1  parent pack.  Scotcrest provide us with the uniforms.
Your child will be participating in various activities which require additional clothing.  In the interests of health and safety, for PE they will require gym shoes, t-shirt and shorts (NO jewellery permitted). T-shirts in your child’s house colour with individual names can also be ordered in the same way as other uniform items, as can gym bags which can be left in children’s own trays or on coat pegs from week to week and taken home at the end of term for washing.

Dunblane Parent Council also hold ‘pre-loved’ uniform sales throughout the year. You will receive notification of when these will take place.
Art/design – old oversized t-shirt or painting overall.

We discourage bringing jewellery, valuables or toys to school as the children do not have a secure place to keep them and they become upset if things are lost.  The school cannot take any responsibility for the loss or damage to such items. 

PLEASE ENSURE ALL CLOTHING ETC IS CLEARLY LABELLED-this allows us to reunite garments with their rightful owners!
Buddies

Your child has a Primary 7 “Buddy” who will support him/her in becoming familiar with the buildings, routines etc. The “Buddies” help in the playground, showing where to line up, toilet location etc and will help your child settle in to the lunch time routine.  This has always been very successful for Primary One children as it helps develop their confidence.
Attendance and Punctuality
The primary school day begins at 9am.  It is extremely important that your child is in school for the start of the day.  
Late–coming causes difficulties for children and can impact on their learning and that of others. If your child is late, they should enter the school building by the main entrance. It is extremely important that if the P1 entrance doors are closed, parents do not ask children inside to open them for them. In the interests of health, safety and security, children in school are taught not to open these doors and it also sets the alarm off in school. In accordance with Stirling Council’s policy on ‘Promoting and Managing Good Attendance’,  and to assist us in monitoring late coming and supporting families to avoid this, this will be recorded and a ‘late letter’ issued which parents should sign and return to school.
If your child has an appointment etc. please inform us by letter or telephone and if possible, before the date of the appointment.

If your child is ill/absent from school we ask you to inform us by telephone as soon as possible. This ensures valuable time is not spent by staff following up non-attendees.  If we do not receive notification, the absence is regarded as unauthorised. Attendance is monitored throughout the year and features in your child’s report at the end of the session.  Poor attendance has a direct impact on the progress of your child.


The Work!
We are committed to ensuring that all children experience stimulating, effective learning in ways that are appropriate to their needs. To help achieve this we extend some of the methods used in Nursery into Primary 1 and beyond. This means that children will be more active in their learning and will experience much of their learning through purposeful play based activities. 
The class teacher will still be involved in direct teaching and assessing and monitoring progress to the same extent – your child may just not fill in so many worksheets! The information below outlines some of the experiences your child will have and how you can help.

Reading:

Your child will be experiencing a variety of stimulating reading activities to promote reading /literacy development.

He/she will bring home picture books and reading books. Please talk about the stories and pictures by discussing characters, predicting what happens next, asking for his/her favourite picture/page. Discussing the story helps your child engage with the text. Encourage your child to read a variety of texts – it does not have to be limited to school reading books! In September, you will be invited into school, where Mrs. Gallivan will explain reading and Numeracy in Primary 1 in greater detail, including what you can do at home to help.
Writing:

Your child may show an interest in formation of letters and numerals.  It is important that we support the correct formation of lower case letters.  Capitals are used initially at the start of children’s names only. We actively encourage children as young writers and celebrate mark making etc. Your child will engage in a variety of activities to develop pencil control, co-ordination, letter formation and story writing.

The writing table is a central feature of our early years classrooms. Here, children can freely express themselves and thus, develop their writing skills. 
Maths:

Children are involved in many interactive maths activities which introduce mathematical concepts in a fun way, indeed they may not realise that they are actually doing maths!  Mathematical language is also developed through structured play e.g. water, sand, construction (more than, less than, taller, shorter etc).  We use a programme called CLIC Maths- The 4 elements of CLIC are: Counting, Learn Its, It’s Nothing New! and Calculations
Preparing for the classroom

We encourage children to come to school prepared for learning. It would be helpful therefore if each night together you could check that in the schoolbag is -
a pencil case (sharp pencil, rubber, colouring pencils etc)

homework diary

reading book/words

any homework which has been given out – the homework policy will be issued early in the term indicating expectations for homework for the session.

A few helpful hints:

Talk to your child about:


             How to get to school.  The Green Cross Code.  What to do if you are held up.

      

                      Every child is an individual to be valued, therefore, please try to avoid comparing children.


                      Everything your child brings home is precious, please talk about it. 

                    

                     Your child will be tired at the end of the school day – she/he will have worked really hard!


                     Try to avoid believing every alarming tale you hear! Check with us if you are unsure, puzzled or        

                     bewildered by what you have heard!

At the beginning of each term parents/carers will be given information on areas of the curriculum to be addressed.  
Medicine

The school offers a voluntary service for the administration of prescribed medicines only.  Other medication should be administered at home.  If your child requires administration of a prescribed medicine during the school day please collect a consent form from the school office, complete it and return it to school.  Please note that medication will not be administered unless we have receipt of a written consent form.  Medicine should not be sent to school with the child.

It is ESSENTIAL that you keep us informed of any changes in emergency contact numbers etc.
        Other information………..

· We encourage healthy eating and have Tropical Tuesday and Fruity Friday each week. Children can buy fruit at interval for 20p.

· Children should be made aware that they should return to school if expected parents/carers are not there at the end of the day.

· No toys should be brought to school
· If a mobile phone must be brought, it should be handed into the school office first thing in the morning and collected at the end of the day.

· ParentMail 2 is our email service which allows you to receive newsletters and other information electronically. This saves the school time and money and is also more eco friendly. We also use a text messaging service to alert parents of certain information e.g. emergency closures etc.
· Parent Pay is a system we have in place to pay for school meals and school trips.
· Parents – there is no vehicular access to the school between 8.30am and 9.15am and again between 2.45pm and 3.30pm. This is to ensure children’s safety.  If you need to visit school out with these times please park in the visitor’s car park only and do not use the turning circle as a parking area.

· Open Door Policy – This encourages parents to contact us before a small concern becomes a worry. Please contact Mrs Grant in the school office to make an appointment with either the class teacher or a member of the Senior Management Team.
· Newsletters are issued each month- these are issued via Parent Mail 2 if you have signed up for this or a paper copy will be given to those who are not registered on Parent Mail 2.

Finally, your child will benefit greatly if he/she understands that home and school are working together as a team to support him/her.  We are here to help.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Kennedy (Headteacher), Mrs Gallivan or Mrs Allan (Depute Headteachers).
Telephone 01786 822351           Fax 01786 821008          Email dunbps@glow.sch.uk         Twitter @DunblanePrimary
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9.00 am -10.30 am = class time


10.30 am – 10.45 am = interval


10.45 am –12.15 = class time


12.15 pm – 1.15 pm = lunchtime


1.15 pm – 3.15 pm = class time
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