Proud moments this session
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Forest Schools
All Nursery children and primary 1 children have experienced the forest schools programme for 2 –4 terms.  The impact that this has had on our children has been fundamental in building emotional resilience, taking risks in a safe environment and supporting imagination and problem solving skills.

Inclusion of 2 year olds

This has been the nurseries first year where we have provided care & education for 2 year olds.  We have had four 2 year olds who have attended afternoon sessions.  All our 2 year olds completed an individual transition programme which included home visits.  
Parental partnership 

We are continually seeking parental views.  A recent questionnaire demonstrated that parents are very happy with the service we provide. This year our parents have supported us with several successful fundraisers, allowing us to buy the children gifts at Christmas and the end of term and making improvements to our environment, i.e. the cloakroom.
Environment – Purposeful resources

The nursery environment is continually being improved and this year we have been lucky enough to secure funding allowing us to buy some additional furniture and resources; however we are great believers in using non-commercial resources giving the children the opportunity for open ended and imaginative play. Our Outdoor Area has been used to support children with the transferring of skills.  For example using tools as safely inside as out, developing gross and fine motor skills, developing negotiation skills and working together.
Dance Programme

All children have had the opportunity to participate in 2 blocks of dance session lead by Mrs Alison McKeown.    Some children presented their dance to parents and parents were invited to join in a group dance with all staff and children at the end of the ’Pentathlon’.
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Learning today, shaping tomorrow
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To see our learning coming to life-

Please check out our twitter feed  at @DunblanePrimary

and our website https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/dunblaneprimary
As part of the Nursery Improvement Plan for 2016 – 17 two main Quality Indicators were identified to be addressed.  

1. Maximise positive language and literacy opportunities in order to improve learning experiences for children.

Library visits

51/ 54 of children at the nursery experienced one or more visit to the local library.    All children were able to listen to a story being read to them and then browse for books of their choice.  The afternoon children received the book bug session.  The 3 children who did not access the library were our 2 year olds as we do not yet have buggies for transport.  The Nursery class have had a display space in the library for 2 months of the year.  This is used to celebrate the children’s work and achievements.  Within the nursery a ‘Literacy Rich’ environment has been created.  Books can be found in all areas of the nursery and link well to the contexts, activities & displays.  

Lending library

The nursery class created a lending library for all children.  This comprised of a wide range of books.  41/54 children accessed the lending library at least once.  27 children accessed the lending library 3 or more times. Children could be heard recommending books to their friends and sharing reasons as to why they might enjoy it.   

Reading workshop 
On Thursday the 19th of November a reading workshop was held for all nursery parents.   Evaluations showed that all parents found the session informative and useful.

Transition – Paired reading 

The transition process started in term 3 with Primary 6 pupils coming to participate in paired reading sessions with the nursery children.  The impact of this was that the nursery children and Primary 6 pupils were comfortable taking on the role of the buddy.  This reinforced what the nursery staff were working on with the children – good sitting, good listening and the layout of a book.

Terrific talkers

10 children benefitted from a small language group.  The main activity was listening and responding to stories.  Progress was seen by all children developing their confidence and ability to listen for longer periods of time. 
Next Steps

· 100% of children will visit the local library for 1 session by Christmas.  In terms 3 and 4 individuals will be identified for future visits based on individual needs and interests.  

· Continue to use the local library display space for 2 months of the year.  Next session this will be advertised more to the parents.
· Continue the lending library and ensure that all new parents are aware of this facility.  This can be highlighted at the curricular evening. 

2. To improve learners experiences through a shared understanding of high quality provision and how learning commitments can contribute to this.

· All staff attended network meetings, courses and in total the nursery staff attended 23 CPD courses.
· During recent PRD meetings all staff commented on feeling part of a team.  All staff members feel that they can ask any other colleague for advice, guidance or clarification.

· Quality Assurance observations are planned for in the nursery calendar.  Observations of staff take place and professional dialogue between staff informs their next steps.

· An Induction Folder was created this session to support new staff starting at the nursery.  This ensured all staff were given the appropriate information which was the same for everyone.  

· Mary Kinnaird re-established the Cluster nursery meetings which have taken place twice this session.  Dunblane nursery class is also part of the council’s improvement trios with Croftaime and Acrewood.  These have been useful connections to share good practice and to participate in quality dialogue.

· Mary Kinnaird has been asked by the council to share the planning process used at the nursery as this was seen to be good practice.  She has been involved in creating guidance linked to what makes good planning.  This will be shared with other staff within the Authority at future in-service days.  

· Throughout this year 8 different nurseries have been advised to come to visit the nursery class to see good practice.

Next Steps

· To plan for sections 4-8 Building the Ambition to be looked at in detail in session 2016-17.

· Peer reviews to be formally introduced in the Quality Assurance calendar and to be a critical friend.

· As a next step for the improvement trio’s, staff from the nursery will visit the other establishments.
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