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Croftamie and Arnprior Nurseries Policy On

Numeracy and Mathematics

The purpose of this policy is to highlight that Numeracy and Mathematics is central to the Holistic Development and learning potential of each individual child as reflected in A Curriculum for Excellence. 

This belief is embedded in all aspects of a broad and balanced Curriculum which has been developed for all children, parents and staff within our nursery and the wider community.

A Curriculum for Excellence tells us that,

“We are numerate if we have developed the confidence and competence in using number, which will allow individuals to solve problems, analyse information and make informed decisions based on calculations." 

"Mathematics is important in our everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us and to manage our lives. It equips us with the skills to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk and make informed decisions.”

Within this environment children will be given the opportunity to develop their thinking to show their understanding of number processes and concepts by interacting with resources that stimulate learning e.g. counting, problem solving, shape discrimination, sorting etc.

We will promote Numeracy and Mathematics within Croftamie and Arnprior Nurseries by – 

· Providing opportunities for children to develop their powers of observations using their senses

·  Enabling children to learn about number and math's through resources such as number games, shape games, colour games e.g. Ladybird Game, Numicon, Dotty Dinosaurs, Spotty Dogs, Walk the Plank

· There is a numeracy area in the nursery that enables the children to learn about sorting, shape, size, number recognition and counting, using a variety of natural resources e.g. shells, stones and other resources such as magnetic marbles, jewels, magnetic numbers, magnetic ladybirds, number cards, large dice with numbers and spots and books

· Throughout the nursery we have opportunities to recognise and use numbers through play using calculators, diaries, calendars, computers, mobile phones, tape measures, sand timers and digital timers

· The environment is set out in such a way that children are learning about numeracy and math's through play with construction, making play dough, making snack, house corner, small world, jigsaws and puzzles, light box and over head projector. We offer different perspectives e.g. being up in the mezzanine looking down, large mirror triangle. 

· We encourage children to participate in using the computer which has many games that promote learning about counting, number recognition, shape, direction, colour, sorting - size, shape, same as, odd one out, writing numbers

· Children have access to other ICT resources such as a remote control dinosaur and Bee-Bot where children are learning about programming direction, counting how many forward, right, left, or back. 

· Exploring, investigating and describing similarities, differences and the attributes of things

· Developing key concepts in a variety of contexts e.g. learning about water, pouring, filling, sinking, floating, freezing to make ice, watching it melt, recording weather, making charts, measuring

· Providing opportunities for children to ask questions, experiment, design and create

· Developing problem solving skills and critical thinking skills

In conclusion we believe that children will become successful learners through engagement with our holistic approach to learning and the rich opportunities we will provide for children to develop and learn.
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