Callander and Trossachs Primary Schools
Developing Listening and Talking

The guidelines for Listening and Talking within Callander form part of our Literacy and English Policy and Guidelines
Rationale

A Curriculum for Excellence promotes the development of our young people as successful learners, confident individuals, effective communicators and responsible citizens.  We believe that, central to this is the importance of developing children’s literacy skills to equip our young people with the capacity to confidently meet the challenges of a changing world.  At Callander we recognise that listening and talking are effective forms of communication in all aspects of life.  

Developing the listening and talking skills of our young people, together with the development of reading and writing, will enhance pupil confidence in meeting the challenges presented by the formal curriculum and beyond.  

We recognise that effective listening and talking involves a set of complex skills which will not develop without structured teaching and practice.  In our schools we use a variety of strategies and resources to develop these skills in a coherent and progressive way.  This approach is based on child centred interactive learning. 
Across all stages our young people will participate in a variety of interdisciplinary opportunities to develop their skills in listening and talking, frequently engaging in real contexts for meaningful purposes.  High expectations of performance in the core skills of literacy will be shared with our young people as we work hard to promote high standards from all children within a positive and supportive ethos.

Aims

In our schools we aim to:

· create a positive ethos throughout the school so that pupils develop confidence and pleasure in engaging in listening and talking activities 

· teach listening and talking skills as well as plan more informal opportunities to develop relevant skills
· teach listening and talking in a structured way to ensure progression, continuity and consistency

· provide opportunities for our children to engage in group discussion, finding and using information, reflecting on personal experience, developing ideas and opinions and analysing and evaluating texts.
Procedure
The following teaching strategies may used to support the development of effective listening and talking skills:
Staff will routinely refer to quality listening and talking skills and examples of effective performance will be shared with the class.  

When providing opportunities for children to engage in listening and talking in group settings, children will be given clear roles and responsibilities within their group.  

Resources

We will use a variety of resources to develop listening and talking skills in our children.

These may include topic boxes, textbooks, pictures, DVDs, novels, non-fiction texts, texts in a variety of genres, tapes, CDs, MP3 players, video analysis of presentations and big books. It is important to acknowledge the many interdisciplinary opportunities presented for developing listening and talking skills.

Forward Planning
All planning will include relevant planning focused on the development of talking and listening skills.  This will include interdisciplinary planning.
Assessment

All classes have formal Listening and Talking Assessment Records which should be kept, updated and annotated in the Class Assessment Folder.

Children in P5-P7 are assessed in formal solo talks based on interdisciplinary working at least twice a year.  For these talks children will be given clear success criteria which will form the basis for any feedback.
P5 are expected to present a solo talk to last  1 minute
P6 are expected to present a solo talk to last 1.5 minutes
P7 are expected to present a solo talk to last  2 minutes
Children will receive formal feedback from their class teacher or peers on their presentation.

The Experiences and Outcomes and Benchmarks will be used as a formative assessment tool to continue to support progression in listening and talking. Teachers will assess pupil performance in listening and talking activities throughout the session.  
Teachers will provide regular, meaningful, formative feedback to pupils (perhaps in the form of two stars and a wish) in terms of pupil successes and clear targets for further improvement.  Children too will be actively engaged in peer and self assessment in order to highlight next steps in learning.
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