Callander Primary School

Environment for effective learning 

(June 2015)
‘If you put people in world-class environments, they'll give you world-class behaviour to go along with it.’ 

Bill Strickland
At Callander Primary School and Nursery we have the following core values :
Honesty     Respect     Co-operation     Equality     Fairness     Responsibility

Everything we do at Callander Primary School should reflect these values. Therefore our commitment to developing and maintaining the highest quality of environment is central to our efforts to raise standards within the context of a rich and varied curriculum. 
Our Environment for Learning policy is underpinned by our commitment to consistency, precision and equality of opportunity for all and we therefore have very clear guidelines and expectations as to how all environments are established and maintained. We expect all staff to evaluate the quality of their environments in the context of these agreed protocols and ensure they achieve the very best outcomes for our learners.
Teachers have all received staff development on effective learning environments for communication and behaviour – the powerpoint notes are an appendix to this policy 

Examples of photographs of quality displays can be found on staffshare 

Therefore, an effectively organised space for learning will:  

· be well organised, clean and tidy. When someone walks in the class, their eyes should be caught by engaging spaces with great learning on display 

· have surfaces that are clear unless used for display or storage of resources  have no piles of papers etc. 

· have clear and definable areas for the core subjects and main topic focus that contain appropriate resources and display areas 

· have tables that are arranged so that all pupils can learn collaboratively and can access the whiteboard and learning wallls 

· have equipment that is stored appropriately; in middle of tables in tidy boxes etc. 

· have exercise books stored centrally or in trays 

· have trays and resources that are labelled clearly and accessible for all children 

· have art equipment that is stored neatly and is accessible for children 

· have clear pathways so that children can circulate easily 

· ensure technology is available for integrated learning   

‘Have nothing in your house that is neither useful nor beautiful’

William Morris
Displays  

Displays establish the context within which our learning community engages in the art of exploration, co-creation and creativity. They not only represent the standards and expectations of learning that we have, but also reinforce the value we place on creativity, effort, quality and learning. Our environment teaches and children learning from it; just as they do from a book.  
“You cannot open a book without learning something.”  Confucius

Displays need to demonstrate the precision in expectations that we have in relation to presentation and quality of outcomes. Our expectations about the way we develop displays and present them are very clear. Displays of learning are crucial in our efforts to raise standards of attainment and to foster high self-esteem. Displays need to celebrate learning of the highest standard and provide a platform for rewarding effort so that children develop an intrinsic sense of achievement.  To ensure displays are of the highest quality, all teachers will: 
· Plan them out and discuss them ideas with children. This will ensure they are an intrinsic part of the learning process. 

· Move beyond the board so that displays are 3D and encourage exploration and interaction 
·  Choose colours carefully so that they complement each other and display the learning at its best. Deep, rich colours are best and support the learning rather than detract from it 
· Mount work precisely; double mounted (or using the mounting frames), it is recommended that teachers use black first to create effect, even borders (narrow first, wider second), ensure that learning does not bubble and it should be glued to the edge so that learning doesn’t curl back. If displaying anything on to windows or glass please ensure that clear tape is used in order not to create an “ugly” from the other side by using blutack 
· Think about positioning of the learning so that it guides the eye. Learning will be spaced carefully and will include different sized pieces and a mixture of media 
· Ensure learning is personalised and will avoid children producing mass versions of the same ‘blue print’ 
· Contextualise with clear labels that explain the process of learning
· Display questions that invite children and observers to explore the display and learn from it 

· Include pupil reflections and explanations of their learning  

Teachers will use their classroom space creatively for display by: 

· Hanging questions and thought bubbles 

· Creatively hanging word banks 

· Displaying book covers and blurbs 

· Displaying connections and thought lines 

· Using material to soften and add atmosphere 

· Displaying artefacts and books to encourage curiosity 

Learning Walls  

Learning walls are the ‘brain on the page’ for the whole class and reflect the current thinking and learning. They provide support for children as they engage in independent learning.                 

Learning walls should be positioned in a clearly designated space so that they can be used interactively as the class engages in learning. Whilst learning walls are necessarily ‘work in progress’, they should be sufficiently organised so that children can easily access the thinking, modelling and conjecturing they contain. Learning walls will change as the children’s learning progresses
Central areas  

All learning spaces convey the values we hold and the quality of learning we achieve. It the responsibility of everyone to ensure central spaces are maintained to highest of standards with displays of learning that invite the community to read, explore and discover. There should never be clutter or unidentified resources in central areas. The same high standards should apply to cloakroom areas.
Maintenance  

Creating a classroom culture where the environment is respected and valued is key in our drive for excellence. Children must be supported and encouraged to take responsibility for the care and maintenance of their learning spaces. This directly relates to our school values and supports children in developing a respect and an understanding of the importance of caring for and developing their environment. It is important that adult’s behaviours model this by ensuring that their actions demonstrate the value we place on a creative well maintained environment. As part of this teachers and their children will:   

· have clearly defined protocols for tidying up at the end of the day

· take pride in the environment and develop habits that notice and maintain clean spaces  

·  set high expectations for their class environments and all learning spaces around the school

· check that all areas are attractive, clutter free and well maintained 

· have routines for repairing any tatty or damaged displays 

· ensure that letters, papers, pencils etc are not placed on displays 

· ensure that all books are left tidy and organised  

Interest tables and interactive displays (To reflect current contexts for learning)
The environment is the key to stimulating children’s curiosity in the world around them. The way we organise resources to support learning will affect the extent to which children develop depth and breadth in their skills and understanding.   

Interest tables and interactive displays support children in developing the basis for questioning that enable them to develop lines of inquiry and themes for investigation. By displaying a range of books and resources, alongside questions, prompts and explanations, teachers can support children in developing an overview of the broad themes and concepts within a given area of study.  By stimulating children’s interest and curiosity in the world around them, we develop skills that will support children as learners.  

In setting up interest tables and interactive displays, teachers will:  

· Include a selection of books that provide good models of authorship and engage readers 
·  Include physical resources that children can pick up, explore and use 
· Include questions and explanation prompts that encourage ‘looking’ and also model good handwriting 
·  Use material to create an attractive and engaging display 
· Include children’s written responses, questions and hypotheses related to the theme 
· Ensure they change regularly to reflect current learning 

‘The whole art of teaching is only the art of awakening the natural curiosity of young minds for the purpose of satisfying it afterwards’ Anatole France

This policy was created as a draft in June 2015. As School Improvement Planning is implemented this policy will be updated and added to as the  school develops further protocols to support children’s learning.

