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Welcome to our latest newsletter. It is hard to believe we are in the last term already with lots of learning and fun activities to squeeze in before the summer holidays. We have started transition activities for those children moving on to P1 and we will begin our new context for learning very soon. At the start of June we have the nursery sports day and then at the end of the month our end of term celebrations – it’s going to be a fun filled term.
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Educators have been busy talking with the children, gathering suggestions for a new context for learning. The most popular suggestions included dinosaurs, wee beasties (butterflies, bees, spiders, ladybirds etc.) and people who help us (fire fighters, police and police dogs and medical workers). We have asked the children to choose their favourite from the shortlist, and the winner is ‘Wee Beasties’, so we are looking forward to a term full of things that fly, wriggle and crawl!
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At the start of February we had surprise visitors to nursery in the shape of little aliens and monsters. They mysteriously arrived in the post one day and decided to stay and play with the children, prompting lots of imaginative play. The children had great fun playing with our new make believe resources including superhero masks and capes, fairy wings, unicorn horns and monster masks and costumes.
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There have also been lots of opportunities for the children to design and create their own superheroes, unicorns, mermaids, fairies, princesses, monsters, robots and aliens through painting, drawing and model making.

Our visitors also inspired the children to make their own story books and comic strips about make believe creatures, creating their own characters and developing a storyline by recording their creature’s adventures.
New Context for Learning

Wee Beasties was the children’s choice in our consultation for a new context for learning and this is the perfect time of year to be learning about bugs and beasties of all shapes and sizes. Children and educators are very excited to be going exploring and investigating outside, looking to find out who lives in our garden. 
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Through this context for learning we hope to:

· Build our own bug hotel in the faraway garden to encourage more bugs and beasties to visit
· Find out which types of beasties live in the nursery garden

· Learn what is special about each beastie, where they like to live, what they like to eat etc.

· Use our developing numeracy skills to count and record the beasties we find on charts and graphs.
· Care for our own wee beasties in the nursery (we have a butterfly house and a ‘worm world’ waiting for new occupants)

· Co-research information using the internet, reference books and our own investigations and record/share our findings in out learning book.

· Create our own bugs and beasties – drawing, painting,                  collage and modelling with clay

In addition to installing our new bug boxes and bird nesting box we also plan to do a little planting and caring for plants/flowers in the nursery garden and school planters.

For the children who are moving on to P1 transition activities will be taking place alongside our wee beasties context for learning. In addition to the transition programme already emailed home we plan to:

· Provide opportunities for the nursery children to be out in the playground with the P1 and P2 children

· Investigate the school environment, using the camera to record different locations within the school (e.g. dinner hall, gym hall, school office, medical room etc.) and meet some of the people who work in the school. We will compile all our photographs into a book for the children to look at.

· Share lots of story books about starting school.

Joining in at Home

Here are a few suggestions for joining in at home. If you have any ideas you would like to share with other families please let us know and we can pass them on.
· Go on your own bug hunt – looking under stones, plant pots and logs to see who’s hiding

· Make up a chart so you can record the number of worm, ants and spiders you find
· Make your own bug hotel using wood, small sticks, clay plant pots, moss and pine cones.
· Have a look on pinterest to find ideas for creating your own bugs and beasties using junk materials and paint

· Visit your local library to find story and reference books about spiders, butterflies, worms, ants, beetles and ladybirds.
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Transition to School

For children moving on to Primary 1 our transition programme has now begun. There will be opportunities for children to visit P1 classes (to listen to stories and take part in craft and construction activities), join in playground games at break time or lunch time, meet their P6 buddies, take art in a gym session, try a school lunch and finally meet their P1 teacher on the induction day in June. Copies of the programme were emailed home before the Easter holiday – if you have not received a copy please speak to Kerry and we will print a copy for you.
Transition activities will also form part of our curriculum planning for this term with opportunities provided for children to explore the wider school, take photographs and meet school staff.
Reminders for Parents

With the warmer weather finally appearing we ask that you make sure your child has sunscreen applied before coming to nursery. We do have sunscreen in nursery so if you forget before coming to nursery please use our sunscreen and put some on your child before leaving them. If your child has an allergy to specific sunscreens we ask that you provide one that is suitable for them to use. Children will not be allowed to go outdoors to play without sunscreen on hot, sunny days. The nursery will provide sunhats for all children.

Mon 7th May – Local holiday – nursery and school closed.
Week Beginning 28th May – Parents meetings (sign-up sheets will be available nearer the time)
Sat 2nd June – School fete – further details to follow.
Mon 4th June – Afternoon session sports day – 2.30-3.10

Friday 8th June – Morning session sports day – 10.45-11.30

Thurs 21st June – P1 induction session 2.00-3.00

Mon 25th – Fri 29th June – End of term celebrations - more information to follow

Thurs 28th – Last day for PM session.
Fri 29th June – last day of term – nursery and school close at 1.00 (no afternoon nursery) 

