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Dates for your diary: 
 

January 

 

Active Travel to School 

tracking all month 

First 2 weeks—Scottish 

focus, Scottish Poetry 

15th—Parent Council 

Meeting 7pm 

18th—P7 Expressive Arts 

transition morning Stirling 

High 

19th—P3 class assembly, 

Celebrating Success 

Week beginning 22nd—

Nursery Multicultural Fort-

night 

26th—Scottish Poetry 

Competition  

30th—Family Ceilidh 

(Parent Council) 

 

February 

 

5th—Launch of Technolo-

gies Project (Assembly) 

5th—Nursery Powerful 

Play 2.00-3.30 

7th—Global Play Day 

7th—Generation Science 

(P1 & 2) 

8th—P3 Football taster 

8th—Nursery Powerful 

Play 10.30-12.00 

9th—P5 Class Assembly 

12th-16th—School closed 

to pupils 

22nd—Parent Appoint-

ments 4.00-5.30 

22nd—P3 Football taster 

26th—Parent Council 

Meeting 7pm 

 
Information for full year is on 

calendar handed out in Au-

gust. This is also available on 

our website. 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Happy New Year, I hope everyone had a good break.   
 
We’ve got a very busy term ahead planned starting with our Scottish focus for the first cou-
ple of weeks.  Following that, your children will be embarking on learning adventures with a 
technology focus. We look forward to sharing this learning with you in March.   
 
I’d like to say a huge thank-you to all of you for your support in the run-up to Christmas with 
helping children get ready for their concerts.  A special thank you goes to our Parent Coun-
cil for organising another very successful Christmas raffle.  We know a huge amount of 
planning goes in to this and it is much appreciated.   
 

Technologies 
 

This term all classes will be taking part in a range of learning contexts, all with a technolo-
gies focus.  This means that the focus of the learning will be within digital technology, food 
technology, crafts and textiles, engineering and computer science. 
We looking forward to sharing all of our exciting learning with you on March 20th 2018 from 
6-7.30pm.  At this event you will be able to visit all classes, as well as visit the hall 
where a range of technology companies and children’s work will be on display. 

Keep up to date with us on 

 @BorestonePrimarySchool 
 @BorestoneP 

https://
blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/
borestoneprimary/ 

Year Group Context Key Focus of Learning 

The children will learn: 

Nursery  Exploring  

technologies 
 How to control programmable toys 

 They will be exploring a range of technologies 

P1T & P1DY Katie Morag 

Stories 
 How vehicles move—floating/sinking, rolling, flying 

P2 & P3/2 Grand Designs  How houses are made and the skills needed to build them. 

 Who is involved in building houses and what they do? 

Architects, Engineers, Joiners etc. 

P3 Climates/

Habitats 
 How to find information using digital resources and how 

to present information using digital book creator software 

P4 Bridges  Engineering and will investigate what makes a strong 

bridge.   

 How to create computer aided designs of bridges 

P5/4 & P5 Wars of  

Independence 
 How fabric and textiles were made during the 14th centu-

ry 

 To design and make their own textiles  

P6 Energy Sources  About renewable and non-renewable energy 

 Technological solutions to climate change 

P7 Toys  How toys move—hydraulics, computer programming 

 To design and make their own toys using 3D printing 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/borestoneprimary/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/borestoneprimary/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/borestoneprimary/


Nursery News 

We are pleased to welcome all 

our children back to nursery and 

a special welcome to the four 

new children and their families 

who have joined us this term. 

Daily Mile   

Following requests from children 

we have re-launched our daily 

mile.  We are doing this instead 

of group time for the next fort-

night; we will then look at the best 

time to do it during the session.  

As well as children telling us how 

much they enjoy it, children are 

learning to make decisions about 

what to wear, developing their 

independence in getting ready 

and growing in resilience as they 

run and negotiate mud and other 

obstacles.  They are discovering tally marks as we rec-

ord our laps.  This is all in addition to getting fit and see-

ing the changes as they run around the field. 

Multicultural Fortnight—Help Needed! 

We are celebrating our Scottish heritage and  learning 

about other cultures celebrated by our families in the 

nursery.  We are looking for parents to come and share 

their culture with us—it could be language, a story, na-

tional dress, cooking, or anything else.  Please speak to 

your child’s key worker if you can help. 

Children have de-

veloped their play 

dough mixing skills 

and made Scottish 

Shortbread in 

nursery as part of 

these celebrations. 

 

Fire Wednesdays 

We are following children’s interests in cooking and fire-

fighters through regular use of our outdoor fire-pit.  We 

are learning how to keep safe around the fire-pit, follow-

ing agreed rules and instructions and cooking our own 

snack.  We will be doing this as a regular activity on 

Wednesdays.  Again, we would welcome help from par-

ents.  If you are free please speak to your child’s key 

worker. 

Good Luck 

Miss Landsborough will be part of the team representing 

Scotland at the Roller Derby World Cup in Manchester  

at the beginning of February.  We wish her and the team   

Good Luck! 

Social Media– Follow us on Twitter @BorestoneNu and 

Facebook—Borestone Nursery 

Star Jar 

The school like to celebrate pupil achievement both in 

and out of the classroom and for the past couple of 

years have awarded stars at assembly that go into a star 

jar on display in the assembly hall.  

At the start of this new year we would like to have a re-

newed focus on the Star Jar. Stars included in the past 

have been for a number of personal achievements i.e. 

for badges earned at clubs, fundraising efforts, competi-

tions etc. We have also given stars for milestone 

achievements that are very personal to each individual 

i.e. riding a two wheeled bike, swimming without arm-

bands, climbing a Munro for the first time etc.  

We are happy to be directed by what you consider to be 

an achievement for your child but we do need to know 

about it in order to celebrate it at assembly.  Your child 

can tell their class teacher directly about their achieve-

ments or parents can send in a note to the class teach-

er. A star for the jar can then be  presented to your child 

at assembly along with a house token to put towards the 

weekly house points.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to hearing about all the amazing things 

that our pupils achieve and giving them the recognition 

for these wider achievements at assembly. 

Staffing Update 

At the start of the term we welcomed back Mrs Natalie 

Johnstone who is returning from Maternity Leave of    

Absence.  She will teach Primary 7 alongside Mrs 

Sinead Selmes until June. 

Mr Zane Cooper, one of our Principal Teachers who 

started with us earlier this session unfortunately needed 

to return to his home country of New Zealand for person-

al reasons. 

Following recruitment, Mrs Valerie Wyper will be joining 

us as our new Principal Teacher after the February 

break. Mrs Wyper is currently teaching at Larbert Village 

on Primary in Falkirk.  We look forward to her joining the 

Borestone team soon. 



Families Connect 

Following a very successful series of sessions last term, 

Mrs Mcfarlane and Mr McLean are soon to start a sec-

ond Families Connect parent group.   This is mainly for 

parents of P1 children and pre-school nursery.  

Those who are interested are welcome to attend a    

Bacon Buttie session on Wednesday 24th January 2018 

from 9am.  This will be a chance to ask questions and 

find out more about the programme. 

Look out for flyers with more information. 

Parent Council – January 2018 

Dear Borestone Parent,  

Happy New Year! We hope you had a relaxing Christ-
mas with family and friends.  

A big thank you to everyone for all your support last 
term. As usual, the children’s Christmas Card designs 
were very popular, with a profit of circa £500 once we 
had paid for printing costs. We also had a record break-
ing xmas raffle with an incredible total of £860 raised 
from our Christmas Concert raffles – thank you to every-
one who donated prizes and bought tickets. We have 
used our fundraising to pay for the coaches for the 
whole school trip to the Macrobert Panto before Christ-
mas. We have also provided funding for Christmas and 
celebrating success books as well as supporting the 
Nursery’s setting the table initiative. 

We are delighted to announce that after the great ceilidh 
night we had last year, we have decided to host another 
Burn’s Night Family Ceilidh at school on Tuesday 30th 
January from 6-8pm. It will be a similar format to last 
year, with a traditional ceilidh band of 4-5 musicians in-
cluding someone to call the dances for those of us who 
can’t quite remember the steps. We will be inviting chil-
dren to perform their Scots Poems during a break in the 
music, and we’re looking forwarding to watching their 
performances. This is a family event and all are wel-
come, please remember that children will need to be 
accompanied by an adult. Tickets are priced £2 per 
adult, £1 for children and will be available in the school 
foyer from 9am on Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd Jan-
uary. Please book your tickets early to avoid disappoint-
ment, there is a limit on numbers due to the capacity of 
the hall.  

At our last parent council meeting the topics we dis-
cussed included: The Glasgow Rd crossing improve-
ments, new door entry arrangements in school, how the 
school communicates with parents as well as school 
level attainment data. If there are any other topics that 
you would like us to discuss with the school then please 
do get in touch with us. Our next Parent Council meeting 
will be on Monday, 26th February from 7pm - everyone 
is welcome. 

Thank you, 

Lucy Fraser 

Follow us on: Facebook: www.facebook.com/
BorestoneReadingRevolution/  Twitter: 
@BorestoneParent Email: borestonepc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

Scottish Poetry 
 
All children have now been given Scottish poems to 
learn.  They’ll be working on these in class but it would 
be great if you can help them practise at home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 26th January we’ll be holding out annual 
Scottish Poetry competition.  
 
Teachers will select three children from each class to 
recite their poems on the stage in front of the school. 
Staff then vote for first, second and third prize and chil-
dren are presented with certificates.  
 
Due to numbers of children, parents are not invited to 
this event, but winners are invited to recite their poem at 
the Family Ceilidh on 30th January.   

New Chairs 

 
We have now taken delivery of our new chairs for the 
hall.  These lighter-weight chairs look great and are 
much easier to move around.  Thanks to all those who 
were happy to make use of the old chairs we did not 
need to spend money on uplift and disposal.  Most of 
those who took chairs also gave us a donation for our 
school fund and we ended up with almost £200.   
 
Thank you, we hope you find the new chairs comforta-
ble! 



Road works—Information 
 
We’ve been asked to share the following information. 
 
Network Rail works at Kerse Road Bridge begin January 
8 
Residents and road users are being reminded that 
Kerse Road will be impacted by Network Rail works 
from Monday, January 8 
A one way system will be in operation for eastbound 
traffic exiting the Craigs Roundabout and traffic travel-
ling in the opposite direction will be diverted via diverted 
via A91, A872 Glasgow Road and A9 Burghmuir Road. 
This system will remain in place until April 22 when the 
road will close completely until 30 October. 
For more information on the works visit Network Rail 
website www.egip.info/projects/kerse-road-stirling-bridge
-works 
email SDAelectrification@networkrail.co.uk  or call the 
community relations helpline 03457 11 41 41 
Information on the diversions is available on the Council 

website at www.stirling.gov.uk/kerseroad 

Panto 

Chick Whittington—MacRobert Arts Centre 

On Friday 1st December, both staff and pupils thorough-

ly enjoyed their bi-annual trip to the MacRobert Christ-

mas panto.  “Oh no they didn’t”; “Oh yes they did”. 

The performance was full of laughs as Chick Whittington 

(grand-daughter to the legendary Dick) battled to over-

come the Queen Rat. 

The children enthusiastically joined in with the songs 

and Mr Cooper courageously performed a dance with 

the panto dame!   

Thank you to our Parent Council who funded the buses, 

reducing the cost for families. 

A great morning was had by all. 

 

 

School Attainment Data 

You may well be aware from press that the Scottish 
Government published “experimental data” for the first 
time for primary schools last December. Data for 2016-
17 session is now available.  You can find the data using 
this link: 
 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-
Education/ACEL 
 
The figures give information within 10% bands for over-
all attainment in literacy and numeracy at P1, P4 and P7 
for individual schools and further breakdown for local 
authorities. The attainment data shows what percentage 
of children achieved expected levels (P1 – Early, P4 – 
First and P7 – Second) as a total percentage for the 
school based on teacher judgement. 
 
A “Note to Users” box on the school-level information 
page makes it clear that this is “experimental data” and 
as such needs “further development before its accuracy 
and quality can be guaranteed. 
 
Children all progress at different rates and in school we 
monitor children’s learning at an individual level, ensur-
ing children are making good progress and planning fur-
ther assessment and intervention if this is not the case. 
We meet formally with class teachers twice in the year 
to review progress, make predictions about attainment 
and plan for the next block of teaching. Parents/carers of 
children with Additional Support Needs meet with school 
staff and other professionals where appropriate to re-
view their individual plans in addition to our Parent Ap-
pointments in November and February. 
 
We have high expectations of all our pupils and are 
committed to providing a broad, balanced curriculum 
which meets the needs of everyone.   

Raspberry Pi 

Some of our P7s have been selected to take part in a 

very exciting project which was launched at Codebase 

Stirling on Monday 15th January.  For the next ten 

weeks the selected children have committed their time 

to learn how to do computer programming at Stirling 

High School with others from our Learning Community.  

They will then bring this new knowledge and skills back 

to our school, where they will run a Raspberry Pi club for 

P6 and 7 pupils. 

The Raspberry Pi Club will run in our school from Thurs-

day 25th of January 2018.  More information will follow.  

We hope that this club will also include younger pupils 

once the children are comfortable with running the club 

with the older children. 

“I am excited about making different things. Raspberry 

Pi is a microbit and you can use coding to programme it 

to do cool things.” - Jenifer 

“We’re going to Stirling High for training then staying 

after school on Thursdays to run the club for P6 and P7.  

We’ll be teaching them what they can do with the Rasp-

berry Pi.” - Jayden 

http://www.egip.info/projects/kerse-road-stirling-bridge-works
http://www.egip.info/projects/kerse-road-stirling-bridge-works
mailto:SDAelectrification@networkrail.co.uk
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/kerseroad
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/ACEL
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/ACEL
http://macrobertartscentre.org/docs/095_514__mb2_5013_1511965430_standard.jpg


School Choir  

Our school choir have been very busy.  First of all they 

were invited to perform at the council meeting at Council 

Chambers. They were nervous on the way there but 

nothing a bit of singing on the bus there didn’t sort out! 

They were excellent ambassadors for the school and 

Mrs Robertson and Miss O’Hare were very proud of 

them. They even had a visit from Santa at the end and 

each received a goodie bag to take home.   

Next they were asked to sing at St Ninians library at the 

Mayfield Centre.  Again, feedback from the audience 

was excellent and they certainly got everyone into the 

Christmas spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wild about Scotland  
 
The Wild About Scotland bus came to visit. It is a spe-

cially designed double decker bus that the Royal Zoo-

logical Society of Scotland take to schools that can’t visit 

Edinburgh Zoo or the Highland Wildlife Park. They gave 

an assembly on the habitats of The Bonnie Beasts of 

Scotland for P1-P6, and P7 went on the bus to find out 

about Endangered Animals of Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowy Days 
 
Despite recent wintery weather conditions, we’ve been 
able to keep the school open as usual. Children have 
really enjoyed playing in the snow at break times when 
it’s not been too wet or icy but we can only allow them to 
be outside if they are suitably dressed.  It’s really helpful 
if children can bring dry socks and shoes for indoors so 
they can change out of winter boots and wellies.  Dry 
gloves might also be a good idea as spares in 
schoolbags. If children have waterproof trousers, they’re 
also a good idea and we have some school ones if they 
need to be borrowed.  We will post on Facebook and 
send texts to let parents know if there are any changes 
to the school day. 

Digital Workshops 

This term Mrs Lochore will be running a number of work-

shops for parents focusing on a range of aspects of digi-

tal learning. This will include cyberbullying, use of 

GLOW, living in a digital world and computational think-

ing.  Look out for more information coming soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


