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Introduction - Rules and Laws
[image: image7.wmf]Rules and laws are necessary in all walks of life: on the football pitch, in the school corridor and on the street. If you break a rule then you can expect to get into trouble, and perhaps end up getting punished. Most people accept that rules and laws are necessary, because otherwise there would be a breakdown of law and order. When this happens the situation that arises is known as “anarchy”.
In schools, rules are laid down by the head teacher and the class teachers. Laws for the whole country are made by Parliament and enforced through the judicial system – the Courts.
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What is a crime? For most of us, most of the time, crime is something other people do. So why not check that against personal experience? Estimate the total fines and prison sentences you might have undergone had you been caught, charged and convicted of these offences.
A crime takes place when somebody breaks one of the laws of the country. It is the job of the police to prevent people from breaking the laws and to investigate cases where the law has been broken. 
The life-time likelihood of acquiring at least one criminal conviction is greater than commonly realised. More than four out of ten males and one in ten females are likely to be found guilty or cautioned for an indictable offence at some point during their lives. However, it is also true that a comparatively small proportion of the population - about 5 per cent of males - are chronic offenders who account for about half of all known offending. 
Criminal Law deals with identifying when the law has been broken and prosecuting people who have broken the law.  This type of law deals with all types of offences. Some offences are relatively minor, such as driving a car without proper lights or committing a breach of the peace, but others are much more serious. Murder, rape and assault are all considered to be serious crimes and are dealt with severely. 
Civil Law is used to settle disputes between individuals and also sets the rules for various civil procedures such as buying a house or getting a divorce.

Written Tasks
Use the information on the previous page to answer the following questions in your jotter in full sentences.

1. Why are rules and laws necessary?

2. Write down 3 rules of Balfron High School. Why are they needed?

3. What do you think are the most effective ways of enforcing school rules?

4. What is meant by “anarchy”?

5. What is the difference between Criminal Law and Civil Law? 
Homework Task
Look at a newspaper or news web-site (e.g. BBC) at home. Read it carefully and look out for reporting of crimes. In your jotter, write the name and date of the newspaper. Write down a brief description of any crimes committed. Include information such as the type of crime (violent, property etc.), the court involved, the number of people charged, the verdict from the court and sentence passed.

Bring the newspaper in to school.

Evidence of the Extent of Crime - Statistics
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Crime figures are collected by the Police and published by the Home Office each year. These crime reports:
· Provide the major base upon which to form analyses and comparisons over time and between societies;

· Provide policy makers (the Government) with indications of the nature and extent of crime
· Are used to analyse the effectiveness (or otherwise) of criminal justice policies.

However, statistics concerning crime are very difficult to interpret and use. The reasons for this are:
· A lot of crime is never reported so therefore it does not exist according to official figures;
· Single incidents can distort the figures. For example, the gun crime figures in Scotland were distorted in 1996 following the Dunblane Primary School killings
· The state of the economy has an effect on crime – there is less theft and robbery during a period of “boom” and more during a “recession”.
Why are some crimes not reported?
Crimes are not reported for a number of reasons. These include:
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· The general public regards them as too trivial;

· The victim finds the matter embarrassing;

· Individuals are unaware they are victims (e.g. fraud or confidence tricks);

· Lack of confidence or trust in the police;

· A fear of reprisals or victimisation;

· The victim may take law into own hands - a form of rough justice;

· Children who may not understand issues
· The victim may not want to harm the offender (e.g. domestic violence and abuse).
On the other hand, some crimes are much more likely to be reported than others. These include:
· Where insurance claims for cars or household goods are involved. 
· Serious crimes are more likely to be reported than trivial offences
· When media campaigns or the reporting of high profile cases lead to ‘moral panics’ and sensitize the general public to the existence of crime and thus reporting behaviour.
The article below discusses recent crime statistics in Scotland.

Crime in Scotland at lowest recorded level in 40 years (BBC 25 November 2014)
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The level of recorded crime in Scotland has reached its lowest level in 40 years, falling by 1% in the past year. 

Official statistics also showed a 10% reduction in violent crime between 2013 and 2014, with the number of homicides halved over seven years. 

The crime clear-up rate of nearly 52% is the highest since comparable records began in 1976.

However, the number of recorded sex crimes has seen a rise of 12% since 2013. 

This includes a 13% increase in the number of sexual assaults - which account for 40% of the total recorded sex crimes.

A larger percentage increase was visible in cases of recorded rape - up 24% in 2013-14, compared to 2012-13. Police Scotland has attributed this to a rise in victims coming forward to report historic crimes, more than a year after the offence. 

Sexual crimes have been on a generally upwards trend since 2008-09 and are now at the highest level since 1971, the first year for which comparable crime groups are available.

But Police Scotland said the clear-up rate for sexual crimes was up by eight percentage points to 76% - the highest in the last decade.
Tasks

Use the information on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.

1. Give two reasons why some crimes may not be reported.

2. Give two reasons why some crimes are more likely to be reported than others.

3. Using the information in the BBC article on the previous page, copy and complete the paragraph below to produce a detailed answer to the following question:

“All forms of crime fell in Scotland between 2013 and 2014.”  (Greig Sheerin, Crime Reporter for the Balfron News)

To what extent is Greig Sheerin selective in the use of facts?

“The reporter is partly selective in the use of facts.

He is selective because some of the evidence does not back up his statement.  The BBC article shows that there has been a __% rise in sex crimes since 2013. This means that not all forms of crime have fallen and the reporter is selective in his use of facts.

He is also selective because the recorded cases of r _ _ _ are up __%. This means Greig Sheerin is selective because ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

Finally, he is selective because sexual crimes are at their highest level since _ _ _ _. This means he is selective because _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

However, Greig Sheerin is only partly selective because some evidence backs up his statement. For example ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________. This means he is only partly selective because __________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.”

Causes of Crime - Why do People Commit Crimes?
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People believe that crime is caused by the conditions in which people live. The process of socialisation – how young people learn what is acceptable and normal behaviour – may break down and young people may turn to criminal behaviour. There are many different factors that can influence whether or not people turn to crime.

These include: 
1. Poverty
2. Age
3. Gender
4. Ethnicity
We will study each of these in more detail.

1. Poverty
People who live in poverty are more likely to be both the victims and perpetrators of crime. The relationship between poverty and crime is a complex one:

· Poorer areas have a higher crime rate than richer areas. Inner city areas are more likely to be poor than suburbs or rural areas.
· High rates of unemployment can lead to crime as people struggle to make ends meet or suffer from boredom and a loss of self-esteem.

· Poorer areas are likely to suffer from poor housing – not many people will own their own homes and often tenants cannot afford to look after households properly. Inner city areas often have fewer facilities, a lack of pleasant spaces and problems with overcrowding. This leads to people lacking pride in their area.

· Poorer areas are likely to have under-performing schools with a high percentage of pupils leaving early.

· The young people in an area may have no positive role models in their lives and so turn to gangs and crime as a way out.

· These areas often suffer from high rates of alcoholism and drug abuse which goes hand in hand with crime rates as people turn to crime to pay for their addiction and drug dealers live and work in the area.
· Illegal income-making prospects may be highly visible to young people in the community. 

· There may be only a few drug dealers operating in the deprived area, but this means many more people will be coming to the community to buy drugs, intimidating neighbours and perhaps committing other offences whilst they are there.
The two tables below show the crime rates for different parts of Scotland. The first table shows the crime rates for Glasgow, a city that contains areas with high poverty levels and the second table shows crime rates for the wealthier East Dunbartonshire.

Area: City of Glasgow Population: 577,670 Number of Households: 274,678 

 

	Offence
	Locally
	Per 1000 Population

	
	
	Locally
	Nationally

	Robbery
	1431
	2.48
	1.4

	Theft of a motor vehicle
	2064
	3.57
	4.5

	Theft from a motor vehicle
	5569
	9.64
	10.0

	Sexual offences
	663
	1.15
	0.9

	Violence against a person
	19315
	33.44
	16.5

	Burglary
	3447
	5.97
	6.4


Area: East Dunbartonshire Population: 106,550 Number of households: 42,592 
 

	Offence
	Locally
	Per 1000 Population

	
	
	Locally
	Nationally

	Robbery
	27
	.25
	1.4

	Theft of a motor vehicle
	2
	1.64
	4.5

	Theft from a motor vehicle
	344
	3.23
	10.0

	Sexual offences
	30
	.28
	0.9

	Violence against a person
	1101
	10.33
	16.5

	Burglary
	221
	2.07
	6.4


Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. Why do poorer areas have a higher crime rate than wealthier areas? Explain your answer in detail, writing at least three full sentences.

2. Pick three offences from the tables above. Describe, in detail, the differences between Glasgow and East Dunbartonshire with regards to these offences.
2. Age
Official crime statistics show that most crimes are committed by young working-class males in urban (city) areas.
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There are many links between crime and age. 

Official records and 'self-report' studies show that individuals more often break the law when they are young. The 'peak' ages at which they are most likely to be found guilty or cautioned are between 15 and 19. Criminal involvement typically starts before the age of 15, but declines markedly once young people reach their 20s as people may have a secure job or a family to support. However, young people who become involved in crime at the earliest ages - before they are 14 - tend to become the most persistent offenders, with longer criminal careers.
Young offenders tend to be versatile and rarely specialise in particular types of crime, including violence. Research has identified features in the childhood and adult lives of violent offenders and non-violent persistent offenders that are very similar, suggesting that violent offenders are essentially frequent offenders. Studies have also found that young offenders often commit other types of antisocial behaviour, including heavy drinking, drug-taking and dangerous driving. Delinquency is, therefore, only one element in a much larger syndrome of antisocial behaviour. 

Interviews with young offenders, meanwhile, suggest that their crimes are most commonly committed for material gain. However, a minority of offences, especially vandalism and taking vehicles without the owner's consent, are committed for excitement, enjoyment or to relieve boredom.
Why do some young people turn to crime?
· Conformity to peer group behaviour and pressure may promote criminal behaviour. This is particularly likely among young people, where peer pressure may encourage them to adopt forms of deviant behaviour (such as truancy or underage drinking).
· For some young people, crime/ deviance may be a source of social status within a peer or family group. The ability to commit skilful crimes or be the “hardest” person in a group, for example, may confer status that is denied young people in society.
· Large amounts of petty youth crimes take place in public places (clubs, the street, etc.) where deviance is more-likely to be witnessed. Most violent crime that isn’t murder or domestic violence is likely to be committed by young people in situations involving drink, drugs, clear victims and witnesses.
In general, key risk factors for youth offending are:
· being male;
· having a parent or parents who are offenders;
· being born to a teenage mother;
· not living with parents/ being in care;
· suffering bereavement or family breakdown; 
· drug or alcohol misuse;
· experiencing neglect, physical, sexual or emotional abuse;
· witnessing violence against a family member;
· playing truant or being excluded from school;
· associating with delinquent friends and
· having siblings or other family members who offend.
Written Tasks

Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.

1. Look at the three crimes below. These are crimes which are committed mainly by young offenders. Explain why you think some young people may commit these crimes:
a) Joyriding
b) Graffiti
c) Shoplifting 

2. From the list of key risk factors above, choose two causes of youth crime that you believe are the most convincing explanations of why youths offend and explain why you believe these are the main causes of youth offending.
3. Gender
Males commit five times more crime than females. Sociologists sometimes try to explain this difference in crime by saying that boys and girls are socialised differently and as a result have different gender role expectations.

Pairs Task
1. In pairs or threes, discuss the following questions and write down your ideas.

- In general, how do people think girls should act?

- In general, how do people think boys should act?

2. Do you think that being socialised into different gender roles helps explain why more men commit crime than women?
When a woman commits a serious crime (especially a violent one) it usually attracts a lot of attention from the media and the public. A female “serial killer” for example, may not match our expectations of who might be capable of such acts, but are our expectations influenced by crime statistics?
There is one crime fact that most people agree on – most crime is committed by men. This is called the “gender gap”. So, what are the statistics to prove this?
· In 2012 there were 63,047,162 people in the UK, There were 27.6m men and 28.5m women in England and Wales.

· Yet male offenders in England and Wales outnumbered female offenders by more than four to one.
· Of the population born in 1953, 34% of men but only 18% of women had a conviction for a serious offence by the age of 40.
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What types of crime do women usually commit?

The single most common offence for which women are imprisoned is shoplifting. The second most common offence is drug offences. Of those found guilty or cautioned for sexual offences, 98% were male. There have, however, been some females who have been found guilty of sexual offences including the now deceased Myra Hindley, Rose West (imprisoned) and Vanessa George (imprisoned).
A notable exception is prostitution where females outnumber males four to one. In one survey, 74% of women involved in prostitution said poverty, the need to pay household expenses and support their children were the reasons for entering such work.

The UK Government suggests that approximately 80,000 individuals in the UK are believed to be involved in the sex industry. The British Medical Association 2006 figures suggest that 1 in 10 men paid for sex in this country. Three out of four women in prostitution become involved aged 21 or younger, and one in two aged 18 or younger. 87% of women in street-based prostitution use heroin.
Why do women commit crimes?

The offending behaviour of many women may be influenced by financial problems, poor educational and employment opportunities, drug dependency, mental health problems or any combination of these.
A survey of mothers in prison asked the women the reasons behind their offending. Just over half (54%) said it was because they had no money. Another 38% said it was because they needed to support their children and 33% said it was because they had no job. Women often commit acquisitive crime which means they commit crimes to get material things like money or clothes.
Drug dependency can influence women to commit crime. Nearly 2/3 of women in prison have a drug problem and 44% of women reported using heroin in the year before going to prison. 

Women prisoners are more likely than their male counterparts to have a serious mental illness and almost 40% of women prisoners had attempted suicide prior to entering prison.
4. Ethnicity
Black people make up 1.8% of the UK population, yet make up 12% of the prison population.
Is this because Black people commit more crime or is it because they are treated unfairly in the Criminal Justice System?

The answer to the above question is probably a combination of both. Ethnic minorities have, on average, lower incomes than white people and therefore tend to live in poorer areas which have higher crime rates. However, there are statistics to show that black people are treated unfairly in all stages of the criminal justice system.

It is important to remember though, that all the factors associated with class, age and gender will apply in addition to race.
Why do some ethnic minorities commit crimes?
· Young blacks have higher levels of unemployment than whites which may produce greater temptation for crime.
· Afro-Caribbean’s have younger age profile than whites which means there are more people at peak offending age (14 – 21).
·  Many ethnic minorities live in inner city areas and may be drawn into culture of criminality.
· Ethnic minorities more likely to be in the lower classes of society. It is not surprising that we see a greater percentage of their population in trouble with the law. When we look at groups of people from the same social class, all ethnicities have a very similar amount of street crime activity in their populations. When ethnic minorities move to "white" neighbourhoods that are lower in crime, their crime rate is the same as the rest of the neighbourhood, while whites living in lower class areas tend to be as criminal as their minority counterparts.
· Cultural socialisation – many black working class families are headed by a single parent (usually female). Families may lack a father figure, leading to lack of discipline and social control.

However, some ethnic groups are less likely than whites to commit crime. Some Asian families have large extended family structures which act as strong agencies of social control. Practising Muslims do not drink alcohol and this leads to a reduction in their involvement in certain types of crime. Some ethnic groups (Hindus, for example) exercise very strong control over female behaviour. 





Written Tasks

Use the information above and on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What evidence is there to show that men commit more crimes than women?

2. Give examples of the types of crimes that women usually commit.

3. Why do some women commit crimes? Give two detailed reasons.
4. Give three reasons why some ethnic minority people commit crime?

5. Give one reason why some ethnic minority groups commit less of certain types of crime than whites.

Types of Crime
1. Violent Crime

Murder is the most extreme form of violent crime. In Scotland there is no distinction between first degree and second degree murder like there is in the United States. Instead, Scotland makes the distinction between murder (the planned or premeditated killing of another) and culpable homicide (as manslaughter is known in Scotland) – this is when someone dies as a result of another person’s actions, but killing them was not the motive for the action. All forms of assault are classified as violent crimes. Rape and indecent assault are also violent crimes, although they are sometimes classes as sexual offences. 

Knife Crime in Scotland
Knife crime is a serious issue in Scotland.  While recent statistics show a drop in knife crime in Scotland – perhaps down to the efforts of the government, police and communities – knife crime continues to destroy the lives of many young people and their family and friends.

Knife crime is strongly linked with gang crime and with young men who join gangs for fun and for protection. The bolder gang members often carry knifes to go out fighting with rival gangs. Others may carry knives because they feel it provides them with protection or because of peer pressure.

Knife crime can also be linked with Scotland’s unfortunate booze and violence culture.  Some young men will carry a knife on a Friday or Saturday night when they go out drinking; many of them binge drinking to excess.  Knife crime is most common in the West of Scotland, the Glasgow area accounting for a third of all knife crimes in Scotland.
In 2010, 35 people in Scotland were killed by sharp instruments, representing 44% of total homicides. 
In 2009-2010, there were 2949 occupied days in acute hospitals in Scotland as a result of ‘assault with a sharp object’. By necessity there is also a wide range of other costs in terms of GP visits, sick days and time off from work, school, or college. To add to this we can add the costs of the criminal justice system: police, prison, solicitors, which can amount to several million pounds over the space of a given year.
There have been campaigns for tougher penalties and deterrents for those involved in knife crime.  Campaign for Change has called for an 8 month mandatory minimum sentence for possession of a knife and a minimum for 20 years for those who kill with a bladed weapon. At the 2011 Scottish Parliament election, the Scottish Labour Party supported a mandatory jail sentence for those caught carrying a knife but the SNP heavily opposed this proposal stating that there were not enough prison spaces and that some people could end up being jailed even though they were carrying a knife for legitimate purposes. Instead the SNP supported the recruitment of 1000 more police officers to tackle crime.
There are points both for and against a mandatory jail sentence for carrying a knife.
	For
	Against

	Education campaigns on their own don’t work.
	Prisons will become too full.

	It will act as a deterrent to carrying a knife.
	Prison will lead young men into further crime.

	A prison sentence is a suitable punishment for the crime.
	Not all circumstances involving knife carriers are the same.


Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. Give three examples of violent crime.

2. What is the difference between murder and culpable homicide?

3. What can be done to try and reduce the rate of violent crime in Scotland?
Homework Task
Use the information above, on the previous page and your own research on the internet to complete the following task. Your teacher may allow you some class time to begin the task.
- Provide evidence, gathered from a range of sources, such as newspaper report, website reports, and Scottish Government statistics about the extent of knife culture in Scotland.

- Explain, in detail, why some young people carry knives.

- Explain, in detail, the effect knife crime can have on individuals, families and communities.
- Explain, in detail, the arguments for and against mandatory jail sentences for those convicted of a carrying a knife.
- Say whether or not you think there should be a mandatory jail sentence for carrying a knife and provide a detailed justification for your decision.
- You can present your findings in any way you choose. You may wish to write a report, produce an information poster/leaflet or make a Powerpoint to present to the class. If you have any other ideas check with your teacher that they are appropriate.
Types of Crime Continued
2. Sexual Offences

These are offences that break the law regarding sexual activities. Over the centuries a moral “code of conduct” has evolved which has made certain activities, such as incest, illegal. Sexual offences include having sex with an under-age person, prostitution and indecent exposure. Sometimes laws will change with people’s/society’s opinions, for example it was an offence for two consenting homosexuals to have sex until 1967.
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3. Property Crime

Most crime is against property rather than against a person. Official categories of property crime include burglary, housebreaking, theft, fraud, forgery, robbery and criminal damage. Property crime involves dishonestly obtaining or damaging another person’s property. Car crime is an important sub-category of property crime.

4. Professional and Organised Crime
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Some people regard crime as their “job” and try to make a living out of it. There are many examples of organised crime, including drug dealing, protection rackets, the sex industry, illegal gambling, producing counterfeit goods and many more.

Drugs and crime have become closely linked throughout the years. The people involved in the manufacture, importing and sale of drugs are committing criminal offences. Many people who become addicted to drugs need to steal in order to pay for their drug habit. These two aspects of drug related crime are quite separate. 
5. Corporate Crime

Corporate crime can be carried out by individuals or by businesses. Individuals may use computers to hack into other people’s information. Employee theft through fiddling expenses or using work related items for personal use is another form of corporate crime. Corporate crime by businesses can include crimes against consumers (e.g. selling them short measures or inaccurately labelled items), corruption or health and safety offences.
Task

Use the information above and on the previous two pages to make a detailed mind-map about the five types of crime.

Alcohol and Crime
People often drink alcohol for pleasure and relaxation.  Moderate alcohol consumption poses little or no risk to our health; ‘civilised drinking’ is accepted in many societies.  However, alcohol is a drug and like all drugs it can be addictive and in large amounts it can be poisonous or even lethal.
[image: image19.wmf]Recent Scottish Governments have been increasingly concerned about the health and public order consequences of Scotland’s ‘booze culture’ in recent years, especially with the increase in alcohol related health problems in Scotland.

In 2010, the Scottish Government estimated the consequences of alcohol abuse in Scotland to cost them:
· Crime costs of £727.1 million.

· Healthcare related costs of £268.8 million.

· Social care costs of £230.5 million.
Alcohol is more easily available and is cheaper than ever before.  The rise of supermarkets has been matched by the opportunity to sell alcohol.  In 2011 the Alcohol Scotland Act placed a ban on quantity discounts in off sales that encouraged customers to purchase more than they might have intended (i.e. 3 bottles of wine for £10) but many supermarkets have found ways to get round this (by selling bottles for £3.33 instead). It also placed restrictions on where material promoting alcohol can be displayed.
The cost of alcohol has, in real terms, fallen sharply.  In 2011 the Scottish Government estimated that it was possible to exceed the maximum weekly recommended intake of alcohol for men (21 units) for just £4.
In May 2012 the Scottish Parliament passed the Alcohol and Minimum Pricing (Scotland) Act, introducing a 50p minimum price per unit of alcohol. This is currently being challenged by the drinks industry in European courts. If the law is brought in to effect the cheapest bottle of wine will soon cost £4.69 and four cans of ‘Super Larger’ will cost about £7.92.  Tesco’s own branded bottle of Vodka will increase in price from £8.72 to £13.13 and Tesco’s own brand of whisky will increase to £14, which is an increase of 40% from the current £10.  The Scottish Government believes that educating the public only goes so far and that an increase in the price of alcohol will help cut the country’s alcohol consumption.
Sheffield University conducted a study into the minimum pricing of alcohol and they concluded that the policy could see a reduction of 5.5% cut in drinking, with harmful drinker’s consumption falling by more than 10% compared with a 2.5% fall for moderate drinkers.  Harmful drinkers will have to spend more than £120 extra a year to continue with their habit, with just about an £8 increase for moderate drinkers.
However, there are those who oppose the Act, they point to the fact that some allegedly ‘problem’ drinks (e.g. Buckfast) will not increase in price.  The minimum pricing could also be a financial windfall for the supermarkets.  Even if we assume that some drinkers will drink less, the increase in price will increase the profits of the supermarkets.  Supermarkets have introduced special internet deals that are able to bypass the minimum pricing legislation.
Alcohol: Scotland’s Problems
In 2012, a survey carried out in selected European countries and published in the scientific journal Paediatrics, showed that about 35% of Scottish school pupils drink to excess by their early teenage years.  Almost 3000 Scottish pupils were questioned for this survey.  Experts define binge drinking as drinking more than 5 alcoholic drinks on one occasion, around a third of Scottish teenagers are binge drinking by the age of 13.  Teenagers in Scotland were second in terms of alcohol consumption (to teenagers in The Netherlands, who were first).
The article stated: “Factors that were associated with binge drinking include peer drinking, sensation seeking and rebelliousness, age, school performance and sibling drinking.”
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There are many health risks for children and young people associated with binge drinking.  The bodies of teenage children are not biologically developed enough to cope with high consumption of alcohol and as a consequence there is a higher risk of them being involved in fights and risky behaviour such as under-age sex and drug taking, as their inhibitions become lowered.  In the long term, children who drink heavily too early on are placing themselves at a higher risk of many serious life threatening illness’ such as hepatitis, cirrhosis, pancreatitis, high blood pressure, obesity, diabetes, mental health problems, some cancers and in the case of pregnant women they place their child at risk of foetal alcohol syndrome.
‘Children’ are defined by law as being those under the age of 16.  ‘Young people’ are those aged 16 and 17. It is an offence for a child or young person to buy or attempt to buy alcohol for themselves or for others.  Young people may consume beer, wine or cider with a meal in a restaurant or a pub as long as the drinks are purchased by someone 18 or over. 
Anyone who sells alcohol to a child or young person commits an offence, unless they believed that the customer was 18 or over and that the person selling the alcohol took reasonable steps to confirm that the person was 18 or over. Reasonable steps include: seeing a passport, a driving license with a photo, a proof of age scheme card (PASS).  The ‘reasonable test’ is that no responsible person would assume from the purchaser’s appearance that they were under 18.  Failure to carry out the reasonable test will mean a £5000 fine and/or 3 months in prison.
Quite often a test purchasing scheme will be carried out.  These are used by police forces to determine whether a premises is selling alcohol to children or young people.  In this unique situation young people are allowed to attempt the purchase of alcohol.  If a license holder does not enforce the no proof no sale rule then he/she is breaking the law and will be penalised.
‘Happy hours’ used to be drinks promotions offered by many pubs and clubs; they were used to attract customers.  They would offer drinks promotions to customers, offering cheap alcohol or ‘2 for 1’ offers.  They are now illegal because alcohol campaigners believed that such promotions encourage irresponsible drinking.  Under the Licensing Scotland Act, licensed premises that reduces the price of its drinks must retain those prices for 3 days.
A drinks promotion is irresponsible if:
· It involves the unlimited supply of alcohol for a fixed fee;

· It involves the provision of free alcohol or at a reduced rate on the purchase of another drink, alcohol or otherwise;

· The promotion targets alcoholic drinks that are likely to appeal to under 18’s;

· It encourages anyone to consume larger quantities of alcohol than they intended to
· It encourages anyone to drink quickly or
· It offers alcohol as a prize (unless in a sealed container to be consumed off the premises).
What is the link between binge drinking and general offending?
· Binge drinkers were more likely to offend than other regular drinkers. Among 18 to 24 year-olds, 27% of binge drinkers admitted they had committed an offence in the past 12 months compared with 13% of other regular drinkers.
· Young male binge drinkers were more than twice as likely to commit a violent offence (16%) than other young male regular drinkers (7%).
· Young adult binge drinkers committed a disproportionate amount of the total number of crimes. 18 to 24 year-old binge drinkers accounted for only 6% of the total adult sample, but they committed 30% of all crimes reported by adults in the past 12 months, and 24% of all violent incidents.
· Criminal and/or disorderly behaviour during or after drinking was again more prevalent among young adult binge drinkers (with the exception of theft) - 63% of all young adult binge drinkers admitted to such behaviour during or after drinking, compared with 34% of other young regular drinkers.
· Research has found that alcohol had been consumed prior to the offence in nearly three-quarters (73%) of domestic violence cases and was a ‘feature’ in almost two-thirds (62%). Furthermore, almost half (48%) of these convicted domestic violence offenders were alcohol dependent.
· 1 in 5 people arrested by police test positive for alcohol.
Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous three pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is binge drinking?

2. Why do you think binge drinkers are more likely to offend than non-binge drinkers?
3. What type of offences do you think binge drinkers are more likely to commit?
4. Do you think increasing the age that you are permitted to buy alcohol to 21 would stop underage drinking? Why/why not?
5. How do you think alcohol related crimes can be reduced?
Mini-Research Task

Complete the following task in pairs. This will be good practice for carrying out research for your Modern Studies Added Value Unit.
Carry out a survey about alcohol and crime.

You should have five questions. These should be questions that you can create statistics from so the questions should be closed, e.g. yes/no or multiple choice.
You should aim to interview between ten and twenty people.

As you collect data you should keep a note of the age and gender of those you have surveyed.
You should produce a poster (or a number of smaller posters) to show your findings. Each question should have a pie chart or bar chart to illustrate your findings.

Ensure your bar charts do not have numbers on the bars but only at the side. Ensure your pie charts do not have any numbers on them. (This is a good habit to get into ensure that you get maximum credit for any charts that you have on your resource sheet when you are doing your National 5 Assignment write-up.)

You should also include one or two sentences to explain what your chart shows for each question. This is where you would mention the exact figures.
Drugs
What are the UK’s drug laws?

There are two main laws regulating the availability of drugs in the UK – the Misuse of Drugs Act and the Medicines Act. The latter governs the manufacture and supply of medicines and mainly affects doctors and pharmacists. The former controls not just medicinal drugs but also drugs with no current medical uses and offences under this act mainly involve the general public. The drugs covered by this act are known as controlled drugs. The law covers a range of offences, including unlawful supply, intent to supply, import or export, and unlawful production. The police have powers to stop, detain and search people on "reasonable suspicion" that they are in possession of a controlled drug.

What are the drug classifications?

The Misuse of Drugs Act divides drugs into three classes: A, B and C. Class A drugs are treated by the law as the most dangerous, and class C as the least harmful.

Which drugs are class A?

Class A drugs include heroin, crack, cocaine, ecstasy, LSD, methadone, metamphetamine (crystal meth), magic mushrooms containing the hallucinogenic chemicals psilocin, and any Class B drug that is injected.
What are the risks and effects associated with these drugs?

Most heroin users initially experience a sleepy, pleasant euphoria, which leads to a feeling of calm and relaxation. But as the body gets used to these effects, users experience fewer and eventually no pleasurable feelings. Withdrawal is extremely unpleasant and it can cost users up to £500 per day to feed their addiction, which leads some users into crime and prostitution. The biggest danger of heroin addiction comes from sharing dirty needles, which puts users at risk of contracting diseases such as HIV, hepatitis, septicaemia, gangrene and pneumonia. 
[image: image21.jpg]


Cocaine and crack are strong but short-lasting stimulants. Users experience an intense high lasting around 30 minutes – or just 20 minutes for crack. The after-effects may include fatigue and depression. Cocaine and crack are not physically addictive like heroin, but chronic users get used to the drug keeping them awake and functional. Physical side-effects include a dry mouth, sweating, loss of appetite and increased heart and pulse rate. Smoking crack regularly can cause chest pain, lung damage and bronchitis. Excessive doses can cause heart attacks and death, but this is rare. Crack use also induces mood swings, which can bring on paranoia and depression. High doses can result in psychosis and aggression. 

Which drugs are class B?
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These include cannabis, amphetamines, barbiturates and codeine.
Cannabis has a mild sedative effect and generally makes people relax. Users may become giggly and talkative or, depending on their mood, quieter and subdued. Many people report that they become more aware of music and colours and that time seems to stand still. The physical effects of smoking cannabis include faster pulse rate, decreased blood pressure, bloodshot eyes, increased appetite and occasional dizziness. Excessive use can make people apathetic, lack energy and motivation and perform poorly at work. Skunk, a more potent form of cannabis, has been linked to mental health disorders. However, it is not clear whether the psychotic symptoms are short-term or persist after use of the drug has ceased.
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Amphetamines are stimulants, and users tend to feel more alert, energetic, confident and cheerful and less bored or tired. Physical effects include quicker breathing and heart rate, loss of appetite and widened pupils. After several hours, users may become anxious, irritable and restless. During the comedown, users can feel tired, weak and unwell. Excessive use, especially over a few days, can induce depression, paranoia and even hallucinations.
Barbiturates are sedatives, and a small dose makes people feel relaxed, sociable and good humoured. Larger doses commonly produce hostility and anxiety, as well as slurred speech, loss of co-ordination, and sleepiness – making users more prone to accidents. There is a high risk of overdose because the lethal dose is close to the "normal" dose level - 10 tablets may be fatal. Regular use leads to tolerance and physical dependence. Heavy users are at risk of bronchitis, pneumonia and hypothermia.
Which drugs are class C?

Class C drugs are less dangerous to the user than Class A and Class B drugs. However, they are still classed as illegal and can be harmful. Class C drugs include ketamine, GHB, anabolic steroids and some tranquilisers.

Cannabis used to be a Class C drug but was reclassified to Class B in January 2009 amid concerns it was responsible for mental health problems amongst users.

What are the penalties for the possession and supply of these drugs?
	Category of Drug
	Description
	Maximum Sentence

	A
	Heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, LSD
	Up to 7 years in prison or an unlimited fine or both

	B
	Speed, cannabis and some amphetamines
	Up to 5 years in prison or an unlimited fine or both

	C
	Ketamine, GHB, some tranquilisers 
	Up to 2 years in prison or an unlimited fine or both


What are ‘legal highs’?

‘Legal highs’ are substances which produce similar effects to illegal drugs (such as cocaine, cannabis and ecstasy) but that are not controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Act. These new substances are not yet controlled because there is not enough research about them yet to ban. However, more and more ‘legal highs’ are being researched to see what the dangers are and if they should be made illegal.
'Legal highs' cannot be sold for human consumption so they are often sold as bath salts or plant food to get round the law.
Just the fact that a substance is sold as legal to possess, doesn’t mean that it’s safe - you can’t really be sure what’s in a ‘legal high’ that you’ve bought, or been given, or what effect it’s likely to have on you. Some drugs sold as ‘legal’ actually have been found to contain one or more substances that are, in fact, illegal.

Whilst drugs in each of the categories will have similarities in the kinds of effects they produce, they will have widely different strengths. Also, these three categories do not detail every reported risk of every ‘legal high’. In fact, for many ‘legal highs’, there has been little or no useful research into the short or long-term effects in people.
Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What are the differences between Class A, B and C drugs?

2. In your jotter, draw a table showing the penalties for possession and supply of each category of drug.

3. Which drug do you think is most widely abused in the UK and why?

4. Do you agree with the current drug classifications? Explain your answer in detail.

5. What is meant by the term ‘legal high’?
Changes to the Law Regarding Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco
The Government is trying to minimise crime that is a result of the misuse of drugs, alcohol and tobacco. In recent years, there have been many changes to the law with regards to drugs, alcohol and tobacco.
Smoking
Although tobacco is not an illegal drug, the Government has tried to decrease the numbers of people smoking. It has:
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Implemented a national smoking ban. This was introduced in Scotland in March 2006 and in England and Wales in July 2007.
· Increased the age at which people can buy cigarettes from 16 to 18.
· Made the health warnings bigger on cigarette packets. 
· Put disturbing pictures of cancerous lungs etc. on cigarette packets.

Alcohol
Alcohol is a legal drug but excessive drinking can lead to many types of crime and health problems. Changes to the law on alcohol have included:


· Labelling bottles of alcohol with the number of units they contain.
· Ensuring bottles have a “Drink Responsibly” message on them.
· Asking supermarkets and other off licenses to ID people who appear under 25.
· The Government is implementing 24 hour drinking licences in an attempt to stop the problems caused by pubs and clubs closing at the same time. There is stiff opposition to this though.
· Proposals for a minimum price per unit of alcohol

Drugs
The government’s decision to reclassify cannabis as a Class B (rather than a class C) drug was announced in May 2008. The decision followed a review of cannabis classification which was carried out by the Advisory Council for the Misuse of Drugs, at the request of the Prime Minister. The government accepted 20 of the 21 recommendations from the ACMD report.
The move to reclassify cannabis reflects the fact that skunk, a much stronger version of the drug, now dominates the UK's cannabis market. Skunk has swept other, less potent, forms of cannabis off the market, and now accounts for 81% of cannabis available on our streets. The proposed change in the law has meant:
· More robust enforcement against cannabis supply and possession - those repeatedly caught with the drug will not just receive cannabis warnings;

· A new targeted approach to tackling cannabis farms and the organized criminals who run them;

· The introduction of additional aggravating sentencing factors for those caught supplying cannabis near further and higher educational establishments, mental health institutions and prisons and

· Possible changes to legislation and powers used to curtail the sale and promotion of cannabis paraphernalia.
National 4 Task
Describe 2 ways the law has changed regarding alcohol, drugs and tobacco. Write at least four full sentences in your answer.
National 5 Task
Describe, in detail, the ways the law has changed with regards to alcohol, drugs and tobacco. (8)

White Collar Crime
White-collar work is a term which broadly describes office work or work in business. White-collar crime has been defined as a ‘crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course of his occupation’.  White collar crimes include fraud, bribery, insider trading, embezzlement, computer crime and forgery.

Fraud - In the broadest sense, a fraud is a deception made for personal gain. Defrauding people of money is presumably the most common type of fraud, but there have also been many fraudulent "discoveries" in art, archaeology, and science.

Bribery – Bribery is defined as the offering, giving, receiving, or soliciting of any item of value to influence the actions of an official or other person in discharge of a public or legal duty.

Insider Trading - Insider trading is the trading of a corporation's stock or other securities (e.g. bonds or stock options) by corporate insiders such as officers, key employees, directors, or holders of more than ten percent of the firm's shares.

Embezzlement - Embezzling is the act of taking money that has been placed in your trust but belongs to another person. For instance, someone who works in a bank may secretly steal money that he or she has been entrusted to look after. This money belongs to the bank's customers, and the employee's action can be considered embezzling.

Computer Crime - Computer crime, cybercrime, e-crime, hi-tech crime or electronic crime generally refers to criminal activity where a computer or network is the source, tool, target, or place of a crime. This is an increasing phenomenon and includes crimes such as hacking, spreading harmful viruses, stealing personal details and identity theft. A new Cyber Crime unit is being established in Edinburgh to deal with this form of crime.
Despite what some may believe, income tax fraud is not a victimless crime.  Tax avoidance has its consequences; funds that individuals or companies defraud from the Government are funds that could otherwise pay for schools and hospitals.  In 2010 it was estimated that tax avoidance cost the UK anywhere between £28 billion and £31 billion.  These funds could have improved a lot of deprived communities.

Written Tasks
Use the information above to answer the questions below in full sentences.
1. What is white collar crime?

2. Give three examples of types of white collar crime.

3. “White collar crimes like stealing money from large corporations are generally victimless crimes”. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  Give reasons for your answer.
Impact of Crime on Individuals/ Victims
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Crime happens to people more often (or less often) depending on several factors such as age, gender, ethnicity and social class.

The Risk of Crime
The 2010/11 Scottish Crime Survey estimates that around one in six (17.8%) adults aged 16 or over was the victim of at least one crime. 

· 15.9% of adults were estimated to have been a victim of property crime
· 3% of adults had been a victim of violent crime.
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Victims 
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The impact of crime on an individual is immediate – it could be physical or mental harm or even loss of property.
If a crime is more serious (e.g. assault or sexual assault) the aftermath of crime can be just as harmful. For example it may leave the victim feeling anxious, vulnerable, intimidated and scared. This can lead to mental trauma such as depression. 
In 65% of incidents, the victim or someone else in their household had an emotional reaction.

In 60% of incidents the respondent themselves had an emotional reaction - 27% felt only anger or irritation and 33% had more distressing emotions such as shock, fear, intimidation, vulnerability or numbness.
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Age

The risk of being a victim of crime decreases with age. 26% of 16-24 year olds were at risk of being a victim compared to 9% of over 60s. 
Gender
The risk of being a victim of any crime is slightly higher for males than females. 18% of males have been a victim of crime compared with 17% of females. However males had a higher risk of being a victim of violent crime at 4% to females at 2%.
[image: image6.wmf]
Ethnicity
According to statistics, ethnic minority groups have a slightly higher risk of being victims of crimes than whites. They are often subject to “hate crimes” – crimes committed against them based on their race and/or beliefs.
Social Class

If you are from a lower social class, you have a higher chance of being a victim of crime. Similarly, ‘repeat victimisation’ affects the poor the most. The higher social classes can afford to live in safer areas, buy alarms and CCTV, take private transport and generally live safer lives.
Religion
People may have a higher chance of being a victim of crime due to their religion.  In Scotland, specifically the West of Scotland, Catholics have a higher chance of suffering crime due to their religion. 1/3 of these incidents were related to football!
Task
Use the information above and on the previous page to write a paragraph of at least six full sentences about the impact of crime on victims.

Road Traffic Offences

	Reckless driving
	Deliberately driving in a manner likely to cause an accident.

	Careless driving
	Driving without proper care and attention.

	Drunken driving
	Driving with more than the legal alcohol limit.

	Speeding
	Exceeding the speed limit for that road.

	Unlawful use of a vehicle
	Driving while disqualified, without a licence, insurance and tax disc or registration offences.

	Vehicle defect offences
	Vehicle is unsafe, lighting offences.

	Failing to stop after an accident
	Vehicle drives off after being involved in an accident.

	Parking offences
	Parking in an obstructive, illegal or dangerous manner.

	Driving under the influence of drugs
	Driving after having taken illegal drugs.


Road Traffic and the Police
The police have the power to stop anyone at any time – they don’t need to give you a reason – and failing to stop is a criminal offence.
When pulled over by the police, you may be asked to produce documents including:
· driving license 
· insurance certificate 
· vehicle registration document 

If you don’t have these with you, you’ll be given seven days to produce them at a police station. If you feel you’ve been stopped too many times, you can make a complaint.

What can the police do?
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Issue a notice

If you’re pulled over and have committed a traffic offence, the police may issue you with a:

· fixed penalty notice (FPN) 
· vehicle defect rectification notice

What is a fixed penalty notice (FPN)?

If you’ve committed a minor traffic offence, like not wearing a seatbelt or driving with a broken headlight, the police may issue you with a one-off fine called a fixed penalty notice.

Non-endorsable offences - meaning those which don’t result in points on your license - usually incur a fine of £30.
Fines for endorsable offences like speeding are usually £60, although there may be some exceptions. More serious offences such as driving without insurance can incur fines of up to £200.

Police do not have the power to make you pay fines on the spot.

If you feel a penalty notice is unjust, you can choose not to pay the fine and argue your case in court. If you do pay the fine, you won’t be prosecuted and no record of your offence will be kept.

Recipients have 28 days to pay the fixed penalty or request a hearing otherwise the fine will increase by 50%. You’ll be reported for prosecution if you fail to pay a fixed penalty for an offence detected by an automatic camera within 28 days.

What is a vehicle defect rectification notice?

If your vehicle is defective, for example, one of its indicators is broken, you may be issued with a vehicle defect rectification notice. This means you have to fix the fault and provide proof, such as a receipt from a mechanic saying the fault has been fixed, at a police station.
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Police can ‘breathalyse’ you (ask you for a breath test) if they suspect you’ve been drinking if, for example if you seem to be driving erratically.
You’ll be asked to give two valid samples of breath, and the lower result is the one on which any prosecution will be based. 
If you fail the breath test, the police will take you to the police station where you’ll be charged and the evidence (the breath test) will be stored. You must leave your car until you’re sober enough to move it, or another ‘legal’ driver can move it with your permission.

      

Failure to give a breath test is an offence.
What road offences result in disqualification from driving?

If you get 12 points on your license within a three year period as a result of endorsable offences, your license will usually be revoked for at least six months.

Drink driving offences will result in mandatory disqualification from driving.

If you receive 6 points and have had your license for less than 2 years, you automatically lose your license and have to re-sit both parts of your driving test.

What road offences result in vehicle seizure?

The police have the power to seize a vehicle if it’s being used in an anti-social manner (causing alarm, harassment or distress). This includes inconsiderate driving and unauthorised off-road driving of cars, motorbikes etc.
Police can seize vehicles if drivers don’t have an appropriate license or insurance.

What road offences result in arrest and imprisonment?

The police can arrest you for any offence if they see fit. Serious road offences may result in imprisonment – such as causing death by dangerous driving.

Task

You have been commissioned by the Scottish Government to highlight to Scottish youngsters some of the dangers associated with driving. Use the information above and on the previous two pages to produce a poster or a leaflet highlighting road traffic offences and penalties.

Bottom of Form
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What do the police do?
The main function of the police is to protect people from crime and disorder. There are nearly 150,000 police officers in the UK. Police officers are paid using money raised from the public through taxes. 
When somebody becomes a police officer, the law allows them to do certain things to help them do their job - these are known as police powers. However, the things a police officer can and cannot do are very carefully controlled by the law and by the police service's own rules. Every police officer must promise to uphold the law fairly and honestly when they first become a police constable. They have the powers to stop and search someone, to caution someone and to arrest someone.

From April 2013, a new single national Police force came into being. The Scottish Government believes that one force is sufficient for a country the size of Scotland. It believes a single police force will be more financially efficient. It believes that a single force will also be able to manage intelligence better and tackle crime more effectively. Critics believe that the new national police force will be too big to manage. They believe that Scotland is a very diverse country. The law and order issues of Glasgow or Edinburgh are very different from those of Fintry or Kippen! As such, they believe that one national police force will be unresponsive to local needs.
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Scotland's New Police Service - Police Scotland

On 1 April 2013, the new 17,000-strong single national force, Police Scotland, replaced the current eight-force structure and become the second largest force in the UK, after the Metropolitan Police in London. 

How does the new force look?

Gone are the eight force areas that have existed since 1975 and in comes a unified police force for the whole of the country. Stephen House, formerly chief constable of Scotland's biggest force, Strathclyde Police, is the man in charge. Police Scotland now has 14 local divisions, each headed by a chief superintendent. 

Will people notice any difference?
The word from Police Scotland is that, on local policing, members of the public should notice little difference. If you call to report an incident and police are required to attend, they will turn up as they do at the moment. Local police commanders will be in charge of the local policing plan. 
Are there any other changes?
Police Scotland will be pushing 101 calls.  This new service provides a single number for the public to contact police if they don't need an emergency response. Callers will be automatically routed to their nearest police office - even if they are on the move - to enable them to report crimes such as property damage or pass on information like suspected drug use. It is hoped it will take pressure off the 999 system.

Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. How many police officers are there in the UK?

2. What happened to the Scottish Police Force in April 2013?

3. Describe the arguments for and against this change?

4. Who is in charge of Police Scotland?

5. What are 101 calls?
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Branches of the Police

Traditionally, police forces in Scotland have been divided into three branches – uniformed, criminal investigation (CID) and traffic. In addition, most forces have specialised departments such as underwater units and police dogs. Most also have a community relations branch, which works with the public on crime prevention. This branch will often build relations with young people and liaise with schools and community groups.

There are also a number of other UK-wide police bodies who operate in Scotland, including:

· British Transport Police – the police force for the railways, who provide a service for rail operators, their staff and passengers across Britian.

· Ministry of Defence Police – they provide security within Ministry of Defence property across Britain (e.g. the nuclear submarine base at Faslane).

· Civil Nuclear Constabulary – they provide protection for nuclear materials on designated nuclear licensed sites and in transit.

· The National Crime Agency (NCA) – tackles serious and organised crime across the UK including Class A drugs, people smuggling and human trafficking, fraud, computer crime and money laundering. In Scotland, the new Specialist Crime Division is the police body that tackles serious crime.
· United Kingdom Border Agency – An agency of the Home Office tasked to protect the UK’s border.   

Within Police Scotland, there are 14 local policing divisions, each headed by a Local Police Commander who ensures that local policing in each area is responsive, accountable and tailored to meet local needs.  Each division will encompass response officers, community officers, local crime investigation, road policing, public protection and local intelligence.

Alongside the local policing divisions, there are a number of national specialist divisions. The Specialist Crime Division (SCD) provides specialist investigative and intelligence functions such as Major Crime investigation, Public Protection, Organised Crime, Counter Terrorism, Intelligence and Safer Communities. These functions may not be required frequently but when a serious crime takes place, or public safety is under threat from criminals, the most professional response is available, regardless of where you live. 

The Operational Support divisions provide specialist support functions such as Road Policing, Air Support, Dog Branch, Marine Policing and the Mounted Branch.

Case Study – Dog Branch
The Regional Dog Training Centre is the operational headquarters for the deployment of police dogs throughout Strathclyde Region. It specialises in training general purpose, drugs detection and explosive detection dogs, as well as dogs for offender detection and tactical firearms support. The centre is also used regularly by all other forces within Scotland in its designated capacity as the Scottish Regional Police Dog Training School.

The core functions carried out by the Dog Branch include:
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crowd management at major sporting events 

· searching buildings and open ground for missing and wanted people 

· searching for evidence 

· drugs detection and explosive detection  

· tracking suspects 

· victim recovery dogs 

· tactical firearms operations 

· supporting community-based initiatives 

· public order response 

· high-profile, proactive, intelligence-led patrols.

Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to complete the following tasks, answering the questions in full sentences.
1. Draw a detailed mind map entitled “UK-wide police bodies who operate in Scotland”.

2. Write a paragraph of at least six full sentences to describe, in detail, the role of a local division.

3. Write a paragraph of at least six full sentences to describe, in detail, the role of the Specialist Crime Division.

4. Write a paragraph of at least six full sentences to describe, in detail, the role of the Dog Branch in Police Scotland.

The Roles of the Police
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1. Maintaining Law and Order

A great deal of the Police’s more visible work is seen when it manages large crowds. This is often at big sporting occasions or demonstrations where the priorities are public safety for those involved and also ensuring that those present in these large groups do not break the law. Police at football matches, concerts or festivals may confiscate alcohol or use sniffer dogs to sniff for illegal drugs. It is also the police who have to enforce new anti-sectarianism laws at football matches.
Case Study – Policing a Football Match
Who makes the decisions?

Every match requires a safety certificate which has to be agreed by the local Safety Advisory Group, and then is signed off by its chairman. The SAG is made up of members from the respective football club, the local police, fire brigade, ambulance service and council.
Ultimately, safety and security is down to the football club and for that their safety officer is in control. The police commander is in charge of police resources, though, and he and the safety officer sit side by side in the control room and work together to ensure overall safety.
But the safety officer has responsibility for anything inside that event. This might mean they turn to the commander and say: "Could you send some officers to that incident as the stewards can't deal with it."
Stewards effectively police the inside of football stadiums and the police support the stewards in that. If a situation went from policing a normal event to disorder breaking out, the police take primacy, but again they would work closely with the club.
For some major games in London you can have around 150 police on duty but actually policing the match would only be 50. The rest would monitor those coming out of the Tube stations etc. But there could be 700 stewards. For every 250 fans one steward is required – that's set in stone.
Using Technology to Maintain Law and Order
Police officers will also patrol “hot spots”, responding to information from the public in relation to youth disorder, public drinking, irresponsible driving or street noise outside licensed premises.
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Police also use modern technology to help with maintaining law and order. Strathclyde Police was the first force in Scotland to try out a new mobile computer system allowing police to provide a more efficient service. It reduced the amount of time spent filling in forms.

The new system consists of a Mobile Data Terminal (MDT) in police vehicles and a hand held electronic notebook (called a PDA) for foot patrol officers. The MDT is a digital touch screen which is mounted on the vehicle dashboard. Together with the hand held PDA, it provides officers with key information at the touch of a screen. The PDAs allow operational officers to record crime and vehicle accident reports, take witness statements and make notes. The information can then be downloaded on to a computer when the officer returns to the station without them having to complete any further paperwork. The information will automatically be forwarded to the relevant departments. This saves, on average one hour per officer per eight hour shift.  

National 4 Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is the role of the safety officer at a football match?

2. What is the role of the match commander at a football match?

3. What do stewards do at a football match? 

4. How many stewards are needed at a football match?
5. How do the police use new technology to help maintain law and order?

National 5 Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions. Treat them as exam-style questions.
1. Explain, in detail, the role of the police at a football match. (4)
2. Explain, in detail, how the police use technology to help maintain law and order. (4)
2. Detecting Criminals

It is the job of the police to capture those they believe have committed a crime. It is not the job of the police to decide whether you have committed a crime, whether you should appear in court or what punishment you should receive – that is the job of the judicial system.

A police officer can stop and question you in the street or a park or other outside place if you are suspected of committing an offence or the officer believes you have witnessed a possible offence.
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Once you have given the police your name and address, it is up to them to decide whether they want to ask you more questions. If they don’t, then you should be allowed to go. If they do want to ask you more questions, and they suspect you of having committed a crime, they can:

· Ask you to attend voluntarily at the police station to help with enquiries;
· Detain you for questioning for up to 24 hours or
· Arrest you for allegedly committing an offence.

If the police suspect you of being a witness to a crime they can invite you to attend the police station to help with enquiries, but you are not obliged to do so and cannot be detained at the police station.

You will then either leave the police station without further action, or you will be charged and be reported to the Procurator Fiscal who will decide if you should appear in court.
The police do not have the general power to arrest people, they must have reasonable grounds to suspect that someone has committed an arrestable offence or is going to do so. Arrestable offences include:

· All serious offences such as murder, rape, robbery, burglary, theft and drug offences.
· Less serious offences such as violent disorder, causing criminal damage, indecent assault, taking a motor vehicle without the owner’s consent and having alcohol at a football match.
· Individuals can also be arrested for “non-arrestable” offences, if you refuse to give your name or address or give false details.

Stop and Search

The police do have the power to stop and ask for your name and address. They can ask you where you are going and where you have been. This mostly happens late at night.

The police do not have the general power to search you. They can, however, search you and your bag if they have grounds for suspecting that they will find stolen or prohibited articles. They can also search you if they believe you have drugs in your possession. If you are searched, keep calm because if you start to shout and swear you will likely find yourself arrested for a more serious offence. 
Investigating Crime

Since the formation of Police Scotland, the Specialist Crime Division (SCD) has been set up to investigate serious crime in Scotland.
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The SCD includes 1,800 detectives and has taken responsibility for major crimes, such as murder, rape, human trafficking and counter-terrorism.
Murders are investigated by three teams in the east, west or north of Scotland. Other major crimes, such as rape, attempted murder and serious assault, are investigated by officers in each of the 14 divisions across Scotland.

Specialist national rape teams are brought in to handle the most complicated cases, regardless of where they take place.
The SCD has also underlined the importance of intelligence by creating a National Intelligence Bureau, which will provide information on missing persons, crime patterns and gangs.
Written Tasks
Use the information above to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. How many detectives are there in the Specialist Crime Division?

2. What type of crimes does the Specialist Crime Division investigate?

3. What is the role of the National Intelligence Bureau?

3. Crime Prevention  

The police in Scotland spend a lot of time trying to make sure crime doesn’t happen. This can take the form of having a physical presence either on foot or in a car, where law breaking is likely to take place.

It may also take the form of public education: educating people on how to look after their possessions or informing the public on the consequences of particular crimes such as knife carrying or drink driving.

The first step towards preventing crime is understanding its nature. Most crime is against property, not against people. Most of it is not carried out by professionals, nor is it carefully planned.
[image: image39.jpg]e

\ o



Cars, for example, are a sitting target for the criminal. Expensive, attractive and mobile, they are often left sitting out on the streets for long periods at a time. The police estimate that approximately 70-90% of car crimes result from easy opportunity. Surveys have shown that approximately 1 in 5 drivers do not always bother to secure their cars by locking all the doors and shutting all the windows.
It’s the same story with our homes. In approximately 30% of domestic burglaries, the burglar simply walks in without using force; the house owner left a door unlocked or a window open. If opportunities like this did not exist, criminals would have a much harder time. Local police are often happy to come to people’s houses and explain how they can make their houses and cars safer and less appealing to criminals. They can also mark bikes or other items of property with owner’s details.

Pairs Task
In pairs or threes, list as many ways as possible that people could make their homes and cars better protected against crime. 
Written Task
Use the information on pages 36-40, as directed, to copy and complete the following in order to build up an exemplar answer to the following question:
1. Describe, in detail, the role of the police in Scotland.
Use page 36 for this first paragraph:

One role of the police is maintaining law and _ _ _ _ _. The police do this most visibly when managing l_ _ _ _ c_ _ _ _ _. For example…
Use page 38 to complete this second paragraph:

Another role of the police is detecting criminals. A police officer can stop and question you if they suspect you of committing an offence or if…
If they want to ask you more questions, and suspect you have committed a crime, they can…
Use page 40 to complete this third paragraph:

Another role of the police is crime prevention. This means making sure crime doesn’t happen. It can take the form of having a…
It may also take the form of public education, which means…
Neighbourhood Watch
	Neighbourhood Watch is a partnership where people come together to make their communities safer. It involves the Police, Community Safety departments of local authorities, other voluntary organisations and, above all, individuals and families who want to make their neighbourhoods better places to live.  It aims to help people protect themselves and their properties and to reduce the fear of crime by means of improved home security, greater vigilance, accurate reporting of suspicious incidents to the police and by fostering a community spirit.


There are more than 130,000 Neighbourhood Watch Schemes (NWS), covering more than 5 million households in the UK. Well run schemes can have a big impact on crime. NWS target local crimes and devise ways of preventing them.
Some of the main aims of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes are to:
· Make people aware that crime is happening in the first place;

· Get householders to make their homes more secure;

· Stay alert and report anything suspicious to the police;

· Support vulnerable people, such as the elderly, and help them to avoid becoming victims;

· Improve the environment to give people a sense of pride in their neighbourhood and discourage vandalism;

· Get residents to mark their property to put off thieves and enable stolen property to be returned and

· Reduce the fear of crime by being visibly active.

Individual Task
Draw a detailed mind map entitled “Neighbourhood Watch Schemes”. Use the information above in your mind map.

CCTV
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras are used to monitor and record images of what takes place in specific locations. The images collected are sent to a monitor and recorded on video tape or as digital information.

Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance of public areas, such as car parks, housing estates and town centres is increasingly common. For example, 260 cameras monitor the boundaries of the Westminster Parliamentary estate in London. Recently, the Home Office allocated £170 million to fund public area CCTV schemes in England and Wales. CCTV accounted for more than three-quarters of total spending on crime prevention by the Home Office. 
The UK has more CCTV cameras than any other country in Europe; there is an estimated 4 million of these. The average citizen in the UK is caught on CCTV cameras 300 times a day. 
Public and private CCTV schemes can be used for a number of reasons:

· Monitoring public areas to detect incidents and to coordinate police responses. CCTV is also used as an aid for enforcing exclusion orders, such as Anti-Social Behavioural Orders.

· Recording events for use as evidence and to inform investigations. 
· Directed surveillance of suspected offences. 
· Deterrence factor where people are worried that if they commit a crime they will be caught out by camera surveillance.  

The most measurable effect of CCTV is not on crime prevention, but on detection and prosecution. This is where the offender is literally caught on camera. Several notable murder cases have been solved with the use of CCTV evidence, the most infamous incident was the James Bulger case.

CCTV is also used as a crime prevention tool. This can be achieved through:
· Providing a surveillance function that may work to deter people from committing crimes in the area in which it is used.
· Signifying to the public that an area with CCTV is a safe place and the increased use of the space means that crime is less likely to happen as there are more potential witnesses.
· The presence of CCTV may act as a prompt to remind people to take other security measures such as locking their car.

4. Public Protection

Another crucial role of the police is to protect the public. This links in closely with the previous roles we have looked at – maintaining law and order, catching criminals and preventing crime all help to protect the public.
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One way police protect the public is through Community Policing. Community policing has been defined as “the provision of designated officers to cover a specific area of a town or a city or, in rural areas, several villages or hamlets. Those officers will be seen as part of the community rather than as a separate entity. They will probably patrol on foot or on bicycle and will communicate with members of the public while they are on patrol. They will not just keep themselves to themselves; they will talk to the public”.

Visible police patrolling the streets is commonly known as “bobbies on the beat”. One important aspect of the police patrolling the streets is that it helps reduce people’s fear of crime if they think that the police are on the streets to protect them. 

Written Task
Use the information on pages 43-44 to copy and complete the following paragraphs to build up an exemplar answer to the following question:
Explain, in detail, why in some areas community policing is the best way to tackle crime, while others use CCTV.
In some areas community policing is the best way to tackle crime. This is because community policing has been defined as “…”.
Visible police patrolling on the streets is commonly known as…

One important aspect of the police patrolling the streets is that…

In other areas CCTV is used because it can be effective in detection and prosecution. This is where…

Several notable murder cases have been solved with the use of CCTV evidence. The most famous incident was…
CCTV is also used as a crime prevention tool. This can be achieved through…

The Justice System
What should happen to criminals?

Firstly, when someone is convicted of a crime there is a need for the justice system to punish them in some way. Many criminals’ actions have a devastating effect on their victims and it seems right that the criminal should therefore suffer in some way. This could be in the form of suffering financially – e.g. someone who is convicted of careless driving may gain points on their driver’s license and receive a hefty fine. Alternatively, if the crime is deemed too serious to warrant a fine, then the judicial system may decide to take away a person’s freedom or liberty in the form of a prison sentence. Prison sentences and fines increase depending on how serious a crime is.
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However, the idea of a punishment should also put people off committing a crime. For example, a teenager may be put off from shoplifting because if they get caught, they know they will receive a criminal record. Someone also may decide not to steal a car or sell drugs because if they get caught they will receive a lengthy prison sentence. So, punishment also acts as a deterrent.

Punishing people, particularly by imprisonment, can also be considered a form of protection. The general public are protected from criminals and offenders. This is especially true with regards to violent or sexual offenders. 

However, some believe that it is important to understand why people commit crime in the first place and that punishment should be focused on the rehabilitation of the criminal. This means that the criminal should be treated or cured and helped to ensure they do not commit crimes again. An example of this would be sending someone who has been convicted of domestic abuse on an anger management course or allowing prisoners to take educational courses in prison so they can learn skills and get a job when they are released.
The Scottish Justice System
Scotland has had its own unique legal system for many years, dating back to the medieval era. The 1707 Act of Union, which abolished the Scottish parliament, allowed Scotland to have a very different criminal justice system from that of England and Wales.

There are two types of court in Scotland: criminal and civil.  While Criminal Courts deal with offenders who have broken the law, Civil Courts deal with cases about disagreements such as debt, damages for injury and compensation.
There are two types of criminal justice procedure in Scotland: Solemn procedure and Summary procedure
The choice of whether a case shall be prosecuted under solemn or summary procedure is made by the Scottish prosecution service, known as the Crown Office & Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS).

Solemn procedure involves the most serious of criminal cases and may ultimately lead to a trial either before a judge in the High Court or before a sheriff in one of the Sheriff Courts. Trials under solemn procedure are conducted with a jury. A jury in a Scottish criminal case is made up of 15 people, with a simple majority (8-7) sufficient to establish guilt.
Summary procedure is used for less serious offences (with the charges set out in a complaint) and may ultimately lead to a trial before a sheriff or in a Justice of the Peace court. The vast majority of criminal court cases are dealt with under summary procedure – 96% of criminal court disposals during 2011 – were in summary courts. Trials under summary procedure are conducted without a jury. 
A jury in Scotland consists of 15 adults chosen at random. You may well be called upon to be a juror one day. Jurors are not paid for their work but can claim expenses such as loss of earnings.
Members of the jury must be between 18 and 70 years of age. Certain people do not have to do jury service, these include ministers, lawyers and police officers. You cannot sit on a jury if you have been on probation within five years or have been sentenced to prison, a detention centre or undertaken community service within the previous ten years.

Trial by jury is thought to be a strength of Scottish Law. However, some people have asked whether some of the cases that go before juries might not be better dealt with by judges. One reason for this is the cost. Jury trials cost thousands of pounds and it would be cheaper if judges decided. However, others believe that trial by jury is a basic human right which gives people a fair trial.
Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is the difference between a criminal court and a civil court?

2. Explain the difference between solemn and summary procedure.

3. Who decides if a case is solemn or summary procedure?

4. Who is exempt from jury service?

5. Describe an advantage and a disadvantage of trial by jury?
Courts in Scotland

There are three main criminal Courts in Scotland – Justice of the Peace Courts, Sheriff Courts and the High Court of the Justiciary.

The High Court of the Justiciary
[image: image42.wmf]The High Court of Justiciary is Scotland's supreme criminal court. It has jurisdiction over the whole of Scotland and over all crimes. Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen have permanent High Court buildings. The High Court sits in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen but also travels to different parts of Scotland – Stirling, Oban, Inverness, Dundee, Perth, Dumfries and Ayr all have regular sittings of the High Court. Throughout the rest of the country the High court sits in the local Sheriff Court building.

The High Court deals with cases such as:
· murder 
· rape 
· culpable homicide
· treason
· armed robbery
· drug trafficking
· sexual offences involving children
Most cases are presided over by a single Judge and tried by a jury of fifteen men and women. In difficult cases there may be three judges sitting.
The Prosecution is conducted by an advocate depute, and the accused person is defended by an advocate or solicitor-advocate.
The High Court has unlimited sentencing powers in terms of imprisonment or fines. A “life sentence” in Scotland can mean anything between 15 and 35 years, depending on the decision made by the High Court judge. Under the “parole” system, a prisoner may be eligible to apply for early release if it is felt that he/she is no longer a danger to society. In the most serious cases of murder, the judge can recommend that the criminal may never be eligible for parole. 

The Sherriff Court
There are 49 Sheriff Courts in Scotland. Sheriff Courts deals with offences within the Sheriffdom. Glasgow Sheriff Court is reputedly the busiest court in Europe, handling over 11,000 criminal and civil cases a year. Sheriff courts deal with cases that are too severe for a Justice of the Peace court but not serious enough for the High Court. The maximum penalty that may be imposed in summary cases is 12 months imprisonment or a £10,000 fine; in solemn cases 5 years imprisonment or an unlimited fine.
If a Sheriff ever feels that their sentencing powers are not strong enough, they can refer the Case to the High Court for sentence.
The Sheriff Court deals with cases such as: 
· assault 
· theft 
· serious traffic offences (e.g. dangerous driving)
· burglary
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Justice of the Peace Courts were created by the Criminal Proceedings etc. (Reform) (Scotland) Act 2007 and they replaced former District courts that were operated by local authorities. As the lowest level of criminal court, Justice of the Peace courts handle relatively minor crimes.
Cases are dealt with by a bench of one or more Lay Justices. A Justice of the Peace is usually a lay worker (not a legal professional) and the clerk is there to advise on legal matters.
The District Court deals with cases such as: 
· breach of the Peace 
· theft 
· vandalism
· non payment of fines

· road traffic cases 

Lay Justices of the Peace can:
· make Probation Orders and Supervised Attendance Orders;

· impose fines of up to £2500;

· give compensation to victims up to £2,500;

· impose prison sentences up to 60 days and

· undertake a number of signing duties, including: 
· signing Warrants and

· countersigning a range of legal documents.
Written Tasks
Use the information on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is the parole system?

2. Why are there an odd number (15) of jury members?

3. What happens if a Sheriff hears a serious case and decides that the criminal deserves longer than 5 years in prison?
Optional Research Task
Use the computers to research examples of recent court cases in Scotland.
Try to get information on three different cases.

For every piece of information write down the full URL address of the website. This is good practice for your AVU as you will need to properly reference every source on your resource sheet.
You will feed your information back to the class during a class discussion.

Civil Courts
[image: image44.wmf]Civil courts help to resolve disputes between parties. Parties can be individuals, companies or organisations. The cases themselves may relate to various subjects such as recovery of personal debt, divorce actions and actions relating to contact with children. 

Where will the case be heard?

Civil actions may be raised in the sheriff court or the Court of Session. The Court of Session is Scotland's supreme civil court which sits in Parliament House in Edinburgh. The Court of Session also deals with appeals in certain civil matters. 

Types of Civil Actions

· Small claims action - Small claims action – actions for payment of a sum of money up to and including £3000, actions for an order requiring someone else to carry out an obligation or perform a duty (e.g. performance of a contract) where the monetary value is less than £3000.
Small claims action – actions for payment of a sum of money up to and including £3000, actions for an order requiring someone else to carry out an obligation or perform a duty (e.g. performance of a contract) where the monetary value is less than £3000. 

· Summary cause actions - Summary cause action - actions with a monetary value of between £3000 and £5000, or seeking delivery of an object. 
Summary cause action - actions with a monetary value of between £3000 and £5000, or seeking delivery of an object. 

· Ordinary actions - Ordinary action - actions with a monetary value greater than £5000 are raised using the ordinary cause procedure. Other examples are actions for divorce and actions relating to contact with children. 
Ordinary action - actions with a monetary value greater than £5000 are raised using the ordinary cause procedure. Other examples are actions for divorce and actions relating to contact with children. 

· Miscellaneous action - Miscellaneous actions – actions raised as a result of provisions in legislation, for example, relating to bankruptcy or liquidation of a company, the protection of children or incapable adults. The courts also consider applications for adoption of children. Miscellaneous actions – actions raised as a result of provisions in legislation, for example, relating to bankruptcy or liquidation of a company, the protection of children or incapable adults. The courts also consider applications for adoption of children. 
Civil Decrees 

Where a final order is made in any case, the court will issue an extract decree. This is a formal copy of the order made by the court which will be issued to the successful party and which may be used to enforce the order. It may, for example, be an order to pay a sum of money with interest due, an order prohibiting a certain course of conduct, or indeed an order relating to the care of children. The enforcement of the court order may involve instructing sheriff officers. 

Civil Appeals
As with criminal proceedings, the unsuccessful party in a civil action has the opportunity to appeal the decision. Depending on the nature of the court order an appeal may be taken to the sheriff principal of the sheriffdom in which the case was heard or in some cases to the Court of Session. There are time limits which apply.
Tasks

Use the information above and on the previous page to complete the following tasks
1. What do civil courts do?

2. Draw a mind map showing the different types of civil action.
The Supreme Court
In certain instances it may be possible to lodge an appeal with the UK Supreme Court. 
As Scotland remains part of the UK, the UK’s Supreme Court is the highest court in the UK. The Supreme Court can become involved in Scottish criminal cases. In 2011 Nat Fraser from Elgin, who had been jailed in 2003 for the murder of his wife, Arlene Fraser, successfully won his appeal against his conviction at the UK Supreme Court. He was retried in May 2012 at the High Court in Edinburgh and found guilty for a second time. The Scottish Government is currently looking at ways to stop the UK Supreme Court involving itself with the Scottish criminal justice system.
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The court has a role in interpreting law passed in the name of the European Union and, separately, ensuring that the British courts take into account rulings from the European Court of Human Rights. Some people whose cases are rejected by the Supreme Court will be able to ask the European Court to intervene where there needs to be more clarity on specific areas of human rights. 

Task
Use the information above and on the previous five pages to design an information poster showing the different types of courts in Scotland and their roles.
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Pleading
Most people who are charged with a crime and have to appear in court choose to be represented by a defence lawyer. Those who cannot afford a defence lawyer may be entitled to legal aid. The current Conservative government are making it harder to be eligible for legal aid.

It is not compulsory to be represented in court by a lawyer but is normally highly recommended. Few people are knowledgeable enough about the law to represent themselves properly in court and would be highly vulnerable to the questioning of the Crown’s prosecution lawyer.

In most cases, the accused will either plead guilty or not guilty to the charge. If the accused pleads guilty, there is no trial and the judge can decide on an appropriate punishment. The judge must consider reducing the punishment if the accused admits to the crime: this can be a third of the maximum sentence available.

If, on the other hand, the accused pleads not guilty, a trial date is set. This gives both the defence and the prosecution time to organise their case.

If the accused starts off with a not guilty plea, then, as the trial progresses, they change their plea to guilty, the trial will stop and the punishment may be less severe than it would be if found guilty after a “not guilty” plea.

The accused’s legal team may also argue that there is no case to answer, that there is insufficient evidence. If the judge agrees, the case can be dismissed and the accused will be freed.

The accused or their lawyer can say that they are unfit to stand trial or they were unfit at the time of the offence (e.g. by reason of insanity). If the judge agrees the trial will be delayed or the case dismissed.
Written Tasks

Use the information above to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What happens if the accused pleads guilty?
2. What happens if the accused pleads not guilty?

3. In what circumstances could a case be dismissed?
4. Why can having a lawyer in court be beneficial?
Verdicts
[image: image48.jpg]



After a trial, the verdict for the defendant can be one of three:
· Guilty
· Not Guilty
· Not Proven

“Not Proven” means that the prosecution has not proved their case beyond reasonable doubt, although by implication there is a strong suspicion that the person charged may be guilty.
The verdict of “Not Proven” is similar to the term “acquittal” which is used in England and USA. In all respects the verdicts of not guilty and not proven have exactly the same legal effects. In practice it is thought that a verdict of not proven simply means that the judge or jury have reasonable doubt as to the accused’s guilt.
The “Not Proven” verdict is used in 1/3 of acquittals by juries, and 1/5 of acquittals in non-jury trials. It is generally thought that the verdict gives juries, and judges, an option between not guilty and guilty where they feel that the charges have not been proved but they equally cannot say the accused is "not guilty".
Written Tasks
Use the information above to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What are the three verdicts in Scottish courts?

2. Explain the Not Proven verdict?

3. How often is the “Not Proven” verdict used?
Sentencing
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Sentencing is the process that takes place in a court after a person has been found guilty of a crime. The judge will determine the most appropriate penalty to be imposed, taking into account the maximum penalty, all of the circumstances of the case and effect of the offence on the people involved.
The sentence passed by a court is the responsibility of the judge in charge of the case. In the District and Sheriff Courts the powers of sentencing are limited, and in all courts, including the High Court judge,  judges often use previous similar cases as a guideline in deciding what sentence to pass.

Sentences divide into custodial and non-custodial groups. Custodial sentences involve detention, usually in prison or a Young Offenders Institution. A custodial sentence can be “suspended”; meaning that it will not be imposed provided the guilty person does not reoffend within a certain time limit. Custodial sentences are not normally passed for minor crimes, unless the person has been a repeat offender or if there are some special circumstances.

The most common non-custodial sentence is a fine. This may be paid immediately or in instalments. Failure to pay a fine can lead to imprisonment. The fine for non-payment of a TV licence is £1000. Community Service orders are also imposed where guilty people have to carry out community work for a set number of hours. 

Some areas of the country seem more likely than others to produce custodial sentences. If you commit the same crime in Glasgow and Edinburgh, for example, then your chances of a prison sentence are much higher in Glasgow. Studies have also suggested that people from ethnic minority groups are more likely to receive a prison sentence than white people.

It has also been suggested that social class can have an impact on sentencing. In 1998 a highly publicised court case surrounding the killing of a young man in a suburb of Edinburgh raised fears that his killers were treated leniently because of their middle class backgrounds. Part of the reason why “white collar” criminals are less likely to end up being convicted or in prison is because they can afford the best defence lawyers rather than relying on Legal Aid.

In Scotland there has also been concern raised about the imprisonment of women. Some groups have suggested that there is evidence that young women are more likely to be jailed than young men for a range of comparatively minor offences. 

Occasionally there can be an appeal made against the sentence – either that it is too lenient or too severe. If this happens then the case is referred to a higher court for a ruling. Sometimes the judge in the District or Sheriff Court will refer a case to the High Court for sentencing if they believe that the sentencing powers available to them are too limited.

Written Tasks
Use the information on the previous page to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is the difference between custodial and non-custodial sentences?

2. What is a suspended sentence?

3. What is the most common non-custodial sentence?

4. What factors can have an effect on sentencing and why do you think this is the case?

5. What happens in an appeal?

The Children’s Hearing System
[image: image50.wmf]The Children's Hearings system in Scotland is a unique system of combining welfare and justice for vulnerable and troubled children and young people from birth to their 16th birthday and in some specific cases to their 18th birthday. It has been operating for more than 40 years.

Children's Hearings keep in mind the following three overarching principles when reaching decisions:
· The welfare of the child is paramount - it comes first.

· No order should be made in relation to a child unless it is better to make an order than not to.

· Children should be given an opportunity to express a view and this must be taken into account.
· When considering the welfare of the child or young person and reaching a decision, the Hearing also takes into account the protection of the public from serious harm.
The Children's Hearings System Process
There are four key stages in the Children's Hearings process:
1. The Referral 


2. The Investigation
 

3. The Hearing 


4. The Outcomes
Stage 1 – The Referral
Something has to happen in the child/young person's life to start the process. This can be one incident or a variety of concerns. For example:
· They may be the victim of a crime.

· They may have committed a crime.
· They may not have been going to school.
· Someone may be worried that they are not being looked after properly
The police, social work or education department will usually raise their concerns with the Children's Reporter. This is known as a referral. Anyone can speak to the Children's Reporter if they are worried about a child/young person, and a child/young person can contact the Children's Reporter themselves. Most referrals are made by the police or social work departments.
Stage 2 – The Investigation
The Children's Reporter investigates the child/young person's case by asking for information from different sources, for example from the social work department, police, schools, and health and voluntary organisations. He/she evaluates the information and decides whether:
1. Not to arrange a Children's Hearing. The Reporter might do this if, for example, it is the first time the child/young person has been referred and the child's circumstances are not a cause for concern. The Reporter will write to the child/young person and their family to tell them why he/she has made this decision. However, the Reporter may take some informal action, which may include, for example, issuing advice or referring the child for a police warning.
2. To refer the child/young person and family for voluntary support from the local authority. The Children's Reporter is aware of the support that the local authority can give that will help the child/young person and their family. He/she will also know that the child/young person and their family have agreed to work with the local authority.
3. To arrange a Children's Hearing. The Children's Reporter will do this if he/she thinks that supervision by the local authority is needed on a compulsory basis to help the child/young person and their family. This may involve guidance, treatment or measures to control behaviour. 
Stage 3 – The Hearing
The purpose of a Children's Hearing is to decide whether compulsory supervision is needed for the child/young person.
The style and setting of the Hearing is very different from courtrooms in Scotland. The setting is not too formal and usually everyone sits around the same table to encourage everyone to take part in the discussion. The Hearing takes place in private, and will usually last between 45 minutes and an hour. The decision that the panel members make must be followed. 
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People Who Attend the Children's Hearing

The key people at the Children's Hearing are the child/young person and his/her family, the Children's Reporter, the three panel members (comprising both men and women), a social worker and usually a teacher.
There are other people who may also attend the Hearing. The child/young person and his/her family may bring a representative. This may be a friend, or relative or a solicitor. Other professionals who have some expertise that might be useful to the panel, such as an educational psychologist or a health visitor, may also be there. If the Hearing has appointed a Safeguarder or a Legal Representative for the child/young person he/she will also attend.

What Happens at a Children's Hearing?
Before the Hearing takes place the Children's Reporter asks for reports to give to the panel members about the child/young person and his/her situation. These are normally provided by a social worker, a teacher and, if the child is very young, a health visitor. 

The panel members will ask the child/young person and his/her family about the situation and the issues, and what their views are about what is going on. They will ask the professionals who have written the reports for their opinion. The panel members will make their decision in front of everyone and give the reasons why they have reached that decision.
Throughout the Hearing, the Children's Reporter will keep a record of proceedings, such as who is present, the time and place of the Hearing, the age of the child, etc. 

After the Hearing

Once the child/young person and his/her family have left the room, the panel members will write down the Hearing's decision and the reasons for the decision. The Children's Reporter will arrange for a copy of the decision and reasons to be sent to the child/young person and his/her family.
Stage 4 – The Outcome
The Hearing has several decisions it can choose from. The main ones are:
1. To discharge the referral because the panel members feel that compulsory supervision is not needed.
2. To impose a Supervision Requirement on a child/young person, with any conditions that they think are necessary.
3. If the grounds for referral are not accepted, or the child cannot understand due to their age or ability, to send the case to the Sheriff Court for the Sheriff to decide if the reasons for the Hearing are correct.
4. To continue the Hearing at a later date if the Hearing is unable to make a decision. This might be because someone has failed to turn up or because the Hearing needs more information to make an informed decision.

What is a Supervision Requirement?
The most common outcome of a Hearing is a Supervision Requirement. The Supervision Requirement is a plan of work, support and services to help the child/young person. What is in the plan depends on the reasons why the child/young person is at the Hearing and on his/her circumstances. Each plan is designed to meet the individual's needs.

The Supervision Requirement might include conditions about where the child/young person is to live, for example whether they need to live with foster carers or stay at a residential school or in secure accommodation. Most children/young people on Supervision Requirements stay at home. The Supervision Requirements might also include conditions about whom the child/young person may or may not have contact with and when, or that he/she must attend a programme which focuses on his/her behaviour and attempts to improve it. The Supervision Requirement will last for as long as it is needed but it must be reviewed within a year at another Children's Hearing. 

The child/young person and/or his/her family may ask the Reporter to arrange a Children's Hearing to review the decision after three months. The local authority can ask for the Supervision Requirement to be reviewed at any time following the Hearing. 

Appeals
Any decision that a Hearing takes is legally binding for the child/young person. If the child/young person and/or his/her family do not agree with the decision of the Children's Hearing, they can appeal to the Sheriff Court, but this must be done within 21 days.

Written Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous three pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. Describe the four key stages of the Children's Hearings process. Show this in a diagram.
2. What are the Children's Reporters' decision options in Stage 2 (The Investigation)?

3. Who attends a Children’s Hearing?
4. What are the main decisions that a Children's Hearing can choose from in Stage 4 (The Outcome)?
5. Explain what a Supervision Requirement is, why it is given and when it might be reviewed.
Prisons
There are 17 prisons in Scotland. 16 of these are male prisons and 1, Cornton Vale, is all female.  This number is likely to change as there are plans to close some prisons and rebuild/relocate some others.

How many people are in prison in Scotland?

Prisoner Population
Scottish prisoner population as of Friday 10 May 2013

	 Category
	 Figures

	 Untried Male Adults
	898

	 Untried Female Adults
	60

	 Untried Male Young Offenders
	126

	 Untried Female Young Offenders
	4

	 Sentenced Male Adults
	5635

	 Sentenced Female Adults
	317

	 Sentenced Male Young Offenders
	410

	 Sentenced Female Young Offenders
	25

	 Recalled Life Prisoners
	82

	 Convicted Prisoners Awaiting Sentencing
	235

	 Prisoners Awaiting Deportation
	6

	 Under 16's
	0

	 Civil Prisoners
	0

	 All Scotland Total in Custody
	7798

	 Home Detention Curfew (HDC)
	352

	 Overall Total
	8150


Tasks
Using the information in the table, what conclusions can be drawn about the prison population in Scotland? Give at least three conclusions and use figures to back up each of them.

Women in Prison
There are around 460-500 female prisoners in Scotland (2012) Most held at Cornton Vale but as a result of overcrowding some are held at HMP Edinburgh and HMP Greenock (in women only sections/wings). The women’s prison population in England and Wales stands at nearly 4,500. It increased by 173% over the ten years to 2004 even though the nature and seriousness of women’s offending has not been getting worse. The men’s prison population rose by 50% over the same period.

Some facts and figures for England and Wales:
· The most common offences for which women are sent to prison are theft and handling stolen goods.

· 16% of sentenced women are in prison for violent offences (556 women).

· 32% of sentenced men are in prison for violent or sexual offences (18,313 men).

· Around one third of women in prison have no previous convictions. 
· Over 70% of women in prison have never experienced custody before. 
· In the 12 months to June 2011 80% of women entering custody under sentence had committed a non-violent offence, compared with 70% of men.
· Women serve shorter prison sentences than men and for less serious offences. In the 12 months ending June 2011, 59% of women entering prison under sentence serve sentences of up to and including six months, compared with 48% of men. Theft and handling was by far the most common offence, accounting for 34% of sentenced receptions.
· 28% of women in prison had no previous convictions – more than double the figure for men (13%).
· 13% of women serving sentences of under 12months had no previous convictions, compared with only 8% of men.

Women prisoners are different to male prisoners for several reasons:

· The pattern of women’s offending is very different to men and poses a lower level of risk to the public.

· Female prisoners are much more likely to be solely responsible for the care of children and the maintenance of a home than male prisoners. Because of this, prison impacts disproportionately harshly on many women prisoners, often resulting in the loss of a home and serious disruption to the lives of their children. 
· The huge difference in size between the male and female prison populations means the specific needs of women prisoners have been overlooked (there are more than 70,000 men in prison in the UK). The small number of women’s prisons creates logistical problems, and women prisoners are likely to be held further from home than men.

· Women prisoners suffer a more severe range of social exclusion problems than men, particularly high levels of abuse and domestic violence and mental health problems. Prison is known to have more serious psychological implications for women. Self-injury is very common throughout women's prisons.
Task
Write a paragraph of at least eight full sentences to describe, in detail, the differences between male and female prisoners.  You could refer to population, offences and length of sentences.

Problems With Prison
The prison system as a whole has been overcrowded in the UK in every year since 1994. The number of prisoners in England and Wales has increased by over 25,000 in the last 10 years. In 1993, the prison population in England and Wales was 42,000, today it is over 88 179 (2012). Indeed, England and Wales have the highest imprisonment rate in Western Europe at 145 per 100,000 of the population compared to France at 91 per 100,000 and Germany at 96 per 100,000. Why is this?
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Longer sentences – While the number of people found guilty of crimes in the UK has remained fairly consistent over recent years, there has been a move towards harsher sentences by judges. For example, a crime that may have been punished by a fine or community sentence a few years ago, may now result in a prison sentence leading to overcrowding in the prisons. The Government want to be seen as being tough on crime so order judges to impose stricter punishments.

Creation of new offences – In recent years, the Government has introduced many mandatory penalties (e.g. compulsory sentences) for offences. For example, if someone is convicted of 3 domestic burglaries, they must serve a minimum 3 year prison sentence or there is a minimum prison sentence of 7 years if someone is convicted of their third Class A drugs trafficking offence.
Impacts of Overcrowding and Increasing Prison Population
1. Financial costs of overcrowding and increasing prison numbers:
Prisons cost the Government £2.2 billion a year. With re-offending rates after release still at about 60% (and over 75%for young offenders), prison is sometimes regarded as an expensive failure, which has no impact on crime levels or the fear of crime.
The Lord Chief Justice said in a speech to the Howard League for Penal Reform, “If you decide to lock up a man for 30 years, you are investing more than £1 million in punishing him”.

2. Social costs to families

It is difficult to estimate the social costs of imprisonment on families. Today, over 150,000 children have a parent in prison in the UK. According to the Department for Children, Schools and Families, during their time at school 7% of children experience their father’s imprisonment. Each year almost 18,000 children are separated from their mother by imprisonment. Many of these children end up entering the care system and it has been proven that this can perpetuate the cycle of crime. For example, one quarter of prisoners were in care / looked after as children.
Prison puts family relationships under huge pressure and many find it difficult to re-integrate back into the community after leaving prison – these are two of the most important factors in reducing re-offending.

3. Lack of rehabilitation for Prisoners

The huge (and increasing) prison population is undermining any good work the prison service is trying to do in terms of making the prison experience constructive for the majority of prisoners.
In order to reduce re-offending, prisons try to help prisoners develop skills that will help them get a job and turn their back on crime when they leave prison. However, when prisons are overcrowded and operating at and above full capacity, this is much harder to do.

4.Lack of dignity for Prisoners.

Overcrowding means that over 12,000 prisoners are being held two to a cell designed for one. Many of these cells have unscreened toilets which fail to provide even the most basic of human dignity.
5. Transport Problems

In a desperate attempt to find empty beds, prisoners are being transported all over the country. The average distance prisoners in England and Wales were held from home was over 50 miles. For 5,000 of these prisoners, the distance was over 150 miles. This costs the taxpayer millions of pounds in transportation costs and in delays to the criminal justice system as a result of late arrivals for court appearances.
If a prisoner is in jail many miles away from their home, this can make it harder for family members to visit and this can jeopardise their relationships. It has been shown that prisoners who keep up regular contact with their family whilst in jail are less likely to re-offend once they are released.

6. Lack of Safety for Prisoners

A study by the Prison Reform Trust and the National Council of Independent Monitoring Boards in September 2002 examined the impact of overcrowding. 77% of prisons expressed concern that overcrowding was threatening prison safety, leading to prisoners being held in inhumane, degrading and unsafe conditions and damaging attempts to maintain family support and reduce re-offending by prisoners.

7. Increased Suicide Risk

The prison overcrowding crisis has also been blamed for a rise of nearly 40 per cent in the number of prisoners killing themselves.
The figures include seven inmates under 21 and one boy of 15 who killed himself while serving a sentence of just 45 days for breaching a supervision order.

Tasks
Use the information above and on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. Explain, in detail, why the prison population in the UK is increasing. Write at least two full sentences.
2. Write a paragraph of at least eight full sentences to describe, in detail, the problems that UK prisons face.
The Social Exclusion of Prisoners

The disadvantage of offenders is exacerbated by imprisonment. With more criminals being imprisoned, more offenders are facing exclusion from society and crucially from their families. 

Compared with the general population people in prison are:
· 13 times as likely to have been in care as a child. 
· 13 times as likely to be unemployed. 
· 10 times as likely to have been a regular truant from school. 
· 2.5 times as likely to have had a family member convicted of a criminal offence. 
· 6 times as likely to have been a young father. 
· 15 times as likely to be HIV positive. 
Income:
· 72% of prisoners were in receipt of benefits immediately before entering prison. 
· 48% of prisoners came to prison with a history of debt (compared to 10% of households in the general population). 

Health:
· 60% to 70% of prisoners were using drugs before imprisonment. 
· Over 70% suffer from at least two mental disorders. 
· 20% of male and 37%of female sentenced prisoners have attempted suicide in the past. 
· Around half of prisoners had no GP before they came into custody. 

Education:
· 49% of male and 33% female sentenced prisoners were excluded from school. 
· 89% of men and 84% of women in prison left school at 16 or younger. 
· 52% of men and 71% of women in prison have no qualifications (compared to 15% of the general population).                  

Employment:
· 67% of prisoners were unemployed in the 4 weeks before imprisonment (compared to 5% in the general population). 
· Around two-thirds of those prisoners who do have a job lose it whilst in custody. 
· 63% of young people in prison were unemployed at the time of arrest.

Housing:
· 4.7% of prisoners report sleeping rough immediately prior to imprisonment (compared to .001% of the general population).

· 32% of prisoners were not living in permanent accommodation prior to imprisonment. 
· 96% of mentally-disordered prisoners were put back into the community without supported housing. 

Ethnicity:
· Of all those sentenced to custody in 2010, more than one in five were from a minority ethnic group (22%). 
· There were more African Caribbean entrants to prison than there were to UK universities.

Children:
· Just 5% of women prisoners’ children remain in their own home once their mother has been sentenced. 
· 7% of school children experience their father being sent to prison. 
· Nearly a third (30%) of prisoners’ children experience significant mental health problems, compared with 10% of the general population. 


After imprisonment, for many offenders, their situation on the outside has deteriorated. They may feel more cut off from society, find it difficult to get a job with a criminal record, have lost their home or lost contact with their family and friends. Social exclusion can be so persistent for prisoners they often re-offend soon after leaving prison resulting in reconviction.
· 30% of people released from prison will have nowhere to live. 
· Women prisoners are particularly likely not to have accommodation arranged for their release. 
· During their sentence 45% of people lose contact with their families and many separate from their partners. 
· One study found that between 2 and 12 months after release, only half of ex-prisoners had done some paid work. 
· Another survey showed that people with a criminal record are part of the ‘core jobless group’ that more than 60% of employers deliberately exclude when recruiting. 
· Of young men released from prison in 2010, 78.4% were reconvicted within two years.

Pairs Task
Make a wall display about the social exclusion of prisoners using the figures above and on the previous page.
Alternatives to Prison

Not all offenders who are found guilty by a criminal court end up in prison. In Scotland criminal courts have available to them a range of alternatives to deal with individuals whose offending does not warrant a custodial sentence or whose offending behaviour can be better dealt with by sentences and programmes available in the community.
The most serious of offenders who commit the most serious offences should always be sent to prison. But for many offenders, who pose no real harm to society, there is no real justification for a custodial sentence. It is understood within our society that crimes should be punished, but many crimes can receive appropriate punishment in a community setting. Indeed, punishment is always a major element of community sentences, combined in many cases with some form of personal development work, the intention being to address the causes of offending behaviour and to help the individual break the cycle of crime and punishment.

Community Payback Orders
Alongside Probation, Community Payback Orders (CPOs) remain the most commonly used community sentences. An offender given a community payback order is required to carry out unpaid work of benefit to the community for between 80 and 240 hours in summary proceedings (i.e. where the Sheriff sits without a jury) and 300 hours in solemn proceedings (i.e. before a Sheriff and jury). The law restricts Community Payback Orders to offences which would otherwise have resulted in imprisonment or detention.
The Order might include a requirement to carry out hours of unpaid work in the community with benefits for the community, completion of intensive supervision, alcohol, drug or behavioural programmes.
Clearing pathways of snow and ice, building eco-plant areas for school children, repainting community centres or churches, cleaning up beaches, growing vegetables and distributing the produce to care homes and local charities, are just a few of the unpaid work activities being carried out by offenders in communities across Scotland.
While a CPO allows the offender to remain in the community it also requires them to carry out work designed to provide direct benefit to the community as a whole.
This can range from a personal placement where they might be expected to provide assistance to elderly or disabled people or work in a charity shop or they could be assigned to a team placement where they might be expected to help with painting and decorating a church or community centre or work on outdoor environmental improvement projects. All work is intended to be challenging and demanding for the offender and is supervised. These standards require the offender to comply with various conditions in terms of both their personal conduct and work performance. Failure to comply with the conditions of a CPO can result in a breach of the order and the offender being returned to court. In such cases the court has the power to remove an order and deal with the offender in any way which would have been appropriate to the original offence, including imposing a custodial sentence.
It is an important principle of the agreed National Standards that CPO work placements must not be used in situations which are likely to deprive others of paid employment.

Electronic Tagging & Curfews

A curfew requires you to stay at an agreed address during the times you have been told by court. Usually this is between 7pm and 7am. It is commonly known as electronic 'tagging' and it is a way of restricting your liberty - rather like 'house arrest'.
Being tagged can make it harder for you to commit further crimes. It can help break your patterns of offending by making you stay at the agreed address.  Many people who are tagged say it gives them a new sense of structure and discipline. There are two types of curfew:
· Curfew Order - imposed by the courts on offenders over the age of 16.

· Home Detention Curfew - imposed by the Prison Governor as part of your early release from prison.

The tag is a way of making sure that you are staying at the agreed address during the times you have been told. The tag will be attached to your wrist or ankle. It is a small electronic device which looks like a watch. Your tag is linked to a monitoring machine installed in the place where you are living. The machine is linked via a telephone line to a monitoring centre. Staff at the monitoring centre can immediately tell if the curfew is broken and can return you to court or prison if you break the curfew.

Additionally, you have to attend all appointments with your probation officer and carry out any other instructions you have been given. If you miss an appointment you have to contact the probation officer as soon as possible and explain why. If you have a good reason you will be expected to provide evidence, such as a doctor's note or letter from your employer.  If you break the rules without good reason you will receive a warning in the first instance. If you continue to break the rules you will be taken back to court.

If you are taken back to court the court could:
· Give you a more serious sentence

· Give you a different sentence

· Make the requirements of your sentence harder (e.g. increase your Unpaid Work hours)

· Send you to prison

Written Tasks
Use the information on the previous two pages to answer the following questions in full sentences.
1. What is a Community Payback Order?

2. What kinds of tasks might you be expected to do if you were undertaking a Community Payback Order? 

3. What can happen if an offender breaches the conditions of their Community Payback Order?
4. What can happen if you break the rules of your curfew whilst electronically tagged?
5. Why might critics argue that tagging is a “soft option”?

Probation Orders
Alongside Community Payback (CPOs), probation remains one of the most commonly used community sentences. The main purpose of probation is to work with offenders to prevent or reduce their reoffending. This is done by working with professionals to help learn new behaviours and to deal with problems associated with offending.
Offenders can be placed on probation for a period of between 6 months and 3 years. The Order will have an Action Plan in which the offender agrees to address their offending behaviour and its underlying causes. They work closely with their Probation Officer, usually meeting weekly. The offender must inform their Probation Officer of any changes in their circumstances e.g. moving house or going on holiday.
Probation Orders can be used very flexibly by the courts and additional conditions can be attached regarding:
· The offender undertaking unpaid work; 
· The offender's place of residence; 
· curfew; 
· Financial compensation to the victim;
· Attendance at a specialist programme such as alcohol or drug treatment.

Drug Treatment and Testing Orders
In Scotland, 70% of cases dealt with by the courts are believed to have a drug related aspect. Dealing with drug misusing offenders in the community offers the best prospects for addressing their drug related criminal behaviour. For this reason the Scottish Government is keen to expand the range of community sentences available to courts that deal with drug-misusing offenders.
Drug Treatment and Testing Orders (usually referred to as DTTOs) are a relatively new community sentence in Scotland introduced for the first time in 1999. The DTTO is an order for drug-misusing offenders who might otherwise receive a custodial sentence (prison sentence) and is available to the High Court and Sheriff Court. The intention is to tackle those people whose offending is a direct result of their drug-misuse, i.e. addicts who steal to fund their habit. In tackling the drug problem offenders can be steered away from crime. However, it is important to remember that serious drug dealers will continue to receive custodial sentences.

The DTTO has two objectives: to reduce the amount of crime committed to fund drug use and to reduce the level of drug misuse itself. The Order contains features unique to a community disposal, including a requirement for regular reviews by the court to enable sentencers to monitor progress and a requirement that the offender consent to regular, random drug tests throughout the Order. Importantly the Order does not expect nor require immediate total abstention and a positive test result will not immediately constitute a breach of the order. It is understood that drug treatment can be a lengthy progress.
DTTO also compared well with the cost of prison - the average annual cost of a DTTO is £10,000, while the average cost of prison is £45,000 per year.
After six months on an Order, an individual's expenditure on drugs decreased from an average of £490 per week pre-sentence to an average of £57 per week.
Individual Task
You have been hired by the Scottish Government to create a short leaflet about the alternatives to prison that are available. It should be informative, contain statistics and be colourful. Use the information above and on the previous three pages to complete this task.
Rose West








PAGE  
72

