









Wester Overton Parent Council meeting minutes
12th November 2025	
Present: 	June Moir, Laura Ann Bailkoski, Alison Chand, Sarah Hamilton-Reilly, Lisa Hendry (chair), Jonathan Orr, Michelle Perrie, Kirsty Redfern, Gillian Storrie.
Apologies: 	Emma Beaumont, Stephanie Chillingworth, Mary Ann Hutchison, Sarah Murray, Rebekkah O’Flaherty, Michelle Perrie, Amy Piper. 
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 13th January 2026. 
Welcome and apologies
Minutes from previous meeting and matters arising
June’s news
Christmas fundraising has now started. We’ve given parents a wider choice this year, and made it really clear that nobody is expected to buy everything. Although the Santa Dash is sponsored, all children will take part as it’s just for fun. We have started the Giving Tree a little later than we had hoped, but we’ve had a great response on the first day. Raffle prizes are still coming in, and we would ask if any families had a business connection, would they be willing to donate a prize. It would also be helpful if parents could share our QR codes in workplaces and with family if possible. 
The children are now practising for their shows and the Coffee and Carols event, which we need more help at. Parents who help at this will have reserved seating as always in appreciation.
Head Teachers have been advised by the AHDS that they should only have PVG’ed parents helping at discos and events, even walking children to a venue, so we would ask that anyone helping completes a PVG asap as these can take such a long time to be processed. 
We have been successful in our bid for match funding to help us build our library and run a lending library. We feel this would increase parental engagement in promoting reading, and ideally, we would like parents to volunteer to do a library day for the classes. 
We have just today been awarded £1000 per school for sensory equipment such as lights, which will be of great benefit to us. Fundraising this month has paid for several sporting events, sports equipment, new sports kits, a fridge freezer and classroom craft and play resources. Next, we hope to purchase a new cooker for our cooking station and new football strips for the girls’ team and a set of rain jackets. 
We were also successful in a Cycle Scotland bid for a new cycle shed. This will be the largest size available and sit across for the dining hall. Surveyors were out this week to measure up and it should be installed before March.  
School photo options
- Sarah noted the reasonable costs of Tempest photography, and the possibility of changing photo backgrounds, but June stated that quality had previously been poor and complaints received. 
- Rebekkah emailed before the meeting to say that she has asked Heather Meikle for a quote, and she is putting together a quotation and example photos. 
- Michelle also emailed beforehand to say that she had spoken to Sarah Dunne, but she is now only doing photography at weekends. 
Discussion to continue to the next meeting when information has come in from Heather Meikle. 
200 Club update
- Kirsty noted that 200 Club now has 108 paid numbers, making £472.50.
- Some parents had made duplicate payments, but four had taken extra numbers, two had been refunded, and Kirsty is awaiting a response from one other. 
- Draw took place for November. Winners as follows:
£40: No. 17, Deborah Nicol
£20: No. 199, Alison Chand
£20: No. 73, Peter O’Brien. 
AOB

- Kirsty to order ice cream for all children for the December panto visits. 

- Selection boxes have kindly been gifted to all children in the school from the Hendry family. 

- Lisa noted that only Strathaven Academy pupils were present at Remembrance Sunday parade. June noted that primaries only attend events on Remembrance Day itself and are not invited to weekend events. 

- Jonathan gave a positive update on P7 transition process.
 
- June gave an update on the incident reported in the media about a member of nursery staff, reiterating the email already sent out and noting that neither the council nor the school knew that the report and findings had been published, and that all communication on this had to take place via the council. 


Next meeting date: Tuesday 13th January 2026. 
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