Parent Council Meeting 
Monday 2nd December 2024

Chair: Marie Clare Gair
Present: Ms Campbell,  Mrs O’Hara, Cllr Maureen Devlin,  Cllr Kenny McCreary, Lauren Millar, Anne Marie Cusick, Christabel Boyle, Nicola Stubbs, Vicky Stewart

Apologies: Ruth Welsh, Roisín Coll, Joanna Pugh

Minutes: Lauren Millar


Matters Arising


1. Consultation on withdrawal from religious observance for children under 16 without parental consent.

Currently, only parents can withdraw their children from religious observance.  
Ms Campbell and Mrs O’Hara noted that in practice only once in recent years has a child been withdrawn from religious observance by the child’s parents in St. Bride’s.  There are a number of children of multiple and no faiths who attend St. Bride’s PS and the experience so far has been that most families are in agreement that their children attend school masses.  Children have the option to stand quietly during prayers but would never feel that they must partake.  It was noted that attendance at masses for children who are not Catholic is part of that child’s wider education around faith with Catholicism being one of many faiths. 
Ms Campbell and Mrs O’Hara raised concerns about the practicality of children remaining behind in the school during masses re. staffing.  It is also unclear how the proposal  could/would be implemented in a Roman Catholic school given their special nature in terms of the Catholic faith.   
It was noted that there was little/no awareness about this consultation in the wider parental body/community.
Action
Ms Campbell has subsequently submitted a response to an initial information gathering exercise by SCES.
A briefing paper should be available from SCES by 13th December in order to assist schools in their response to the consultation. 
Thereafter Ms Campbell will communicate with the parent body.



2. Bothwell Futures Maths Tutoring, Music For All and Dancing
Kevin Moore of Bothwell Futures has advised that another maths tutoring group will be funded via Scottish Government.  Classes will be run in the Community Hub.
Kevin has also advised that there is funding for small group music tuition which will be delivered in the school – likely to be in blocks and for one year group – likely p3 or p4.
Dance Inc will be offering dance workshops to P5 delivered as an afterschool club.

3. Microgrant awarded 
A £500 microgrant has been awarded and will be used for reading material for the Infants.

4. PTA Meetings Virtual
A virtual PTA meeting was held last week.  Going forwards the PTA meetings will be set in advance for the school year with likely mixture of in-person and virtual with in-person meeting potentially being held on a Monday evening prior to PC meetings. 

5. Christmas Performances
Some parents were unclear on the ticketing for the Christmas performances.  Hall capacity is maximum 180.  Numbers of children and numbers of families in particular has risen significantly which means that allocation is 2 tickets per child in the first instance with a ballot for more.  As with previous years Ms Campbell is hopeful that there will be spare tickets allowing everyone the opportunity to attend. 







 
Head Teachers Report:

Care Inspectorate
Our nursery was visited by the Care Inspectorate on Monday and Tuesday of this week as part of the routine scrutiny visits. 
The inspectors were very impressed by many aspects of the care and nurture that they witnessed in the nursery and a report will follow in due course. The main area for improvement is around the lunch routine and this is something that we will now add to our improvement agenda going forward. 
Whilst I am not allowed to share the evaluations at the moment, we were delighted with the verbal feedback given on Thursday. 
I would like to extend my thanks to the nursery team who work so hard for our learners. 

Parental Consultation – School Communication
Following on from several conversations both informally and through items raised at previous PC meetings, we will be conducting a review of our current approaches to communication between school and home as there still seems to be areas where this needs to be improved. This will include how and what we share on updates/class information/school website/social media etc. 
This will be prepared and issued in the new year. 

PTA – Members/Trip 
The PTA (5 members) met on Monday evening for a virtual meeting to discuss the upcoming plans for Christmas and what jobs need to be done for the Fayre. 
As always this is a very busy time in school, and we are very appreciative of the work done by the PTA. We did discuss how we can improve engagement for the wider parent body in helping with this vital aspect of school life and would be grateful for any thoughts or suggestions regarding this.
We discussed spending the money that has been raised.  We have recently bought £1700 of sports equipment and £100 for mics and cables but still have a very healthy balance. A suggestion of another summer outing was made as the children loved the trip to Blair Drummond last year. 
We have agreed to add this to the Pupil Council agenda for further discussion. 


Staffing Update 
Interviews were held on the 15th of November for the position of Acting Depute Head. Miss Laura McEnaney (current PT in St. Bride’s Cambuslang) was successful and is excited to be joining us when Mrs O’Hara starts her maternity leave in the new year. 
We are also carrying out interviews for the position of a 2-day Team Leader in the nursery (on Tuesday the 3rd) as Mrs Gillies has dropped down to 3 days. We will share the details of this when we can. 
Supporting Families
We continue to seek the best way to support families who may be living in poverty or experiencing financial difficulties. We invite anyone to come forward (in confidence) when we are sending out communications about outings/Christmas etc and whilst we do have small numbers of families who contact us it is important that we can divert funds and resources accordingly. We have a stock of winter jackets from the No Child goes Cold campaign, a proportion of our PEF funding and links with SVDP who are active in supporting within our school community. Removing stigma and retaining dignity for those who may find themselves in difficulties at various points is a priority, but it seems to remain hard for families to seek help. 
Enrolment
South Lanarkshire Council have asked us to share that the online registration for children staring in P1 will be open from 6th January 2025. Please share this with any friends or family that you think may need this information. 
AOCB
Bothwell Futures – Community Hub
3 opportunities – Multiply maths for parents – fully funded on Monday nights 1-1.5hrs, 6-8 slots available. Tuition from 2 maths teachers, targeting parents who want to be able to support children’s homework and classroom work. 
Music for all – music tuition provided in a small group setting (after school club), aimed at P3 (pre-Easter) 
Dance – Aimed at P4 children, after school club commercial/street dance 6 week

Community Council – invited to apply for a sun of money to support purchase of reading materials for infant department. 

