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Rationale 
The impact of poverty on a child’s education is well-documented. Living in poverty is hard and can affect all aspects of a young person’s well-being, achievement and attainment. Whilst our school cannot change the financial situation of individual families, we can ensure that what happens in school doesn’t negatively affect this. This is known as the Cost of the School Day and the purpose of this is to ensure that all children have the same opportunities and expectations in life. 
Lots of families in Scotland are living on low incomes – over a quarter of children in Scotland come from families which sometimes struggle to make ends meet. We want to make sure that lack of money doesn’t stand in the way of anyone taking part at school. We also want to make sure that nobody feels left out or bad at school because of lack of money. 
Families can move in and out of poverty-there are short term, recurrent and persistent states of poverty depending on individual and family circumstances. Findings of a recent ‘Growing Up in Scotland’ survey have revealed that over the last 7 years only 45% of children in Scotland HAVE NOT experienced at least one year of growing up in poverty. Many of the ways to tackle poverty are societal, not just related to school, but is clear we have our own part to play in working to alleviate some of the issues faced by pupils and parents who are confronted with the often-daily dilemmas of providing support for their child’s school experience.
Aims
In St Bride’s Primary School and Nursery Class we aim to pay close attention to the Cost of the School Day. We will aim to be clear with our parents and carers about any possible financial cost which may come up during the school year. We will also ensure that anyone who cannot afford a particular cost will have full support in ensuring that their child can still take part regardless of cost. 
This policy will: 
· ensure equal access to opportunities at school and remove barriers to participation and learning for children and young people from low-income households
· minimise income stigma and exclusion amongst children and young people 
· reduce the pressures which school costs place on family incomes 
· support families to access financial entitlements and maximise their incomes
· ensure that Pupil Equity Funding is effectively used to remove the financial barriers which stand in the way of children and young people’s participation and learning


Process
· Each year all stakeholders will be engaged in the Participatory Budgeting process to decide on the priorities for the Pupil Equity Fund spend. 
· Fund raising by the PTA will support payment towards transport for school trips and additional resources to support learning activities, after school clubs
· The “Recycle/Reuse” initiative will continue throughout the year where parents can donate / collect items of school uniform / Christmas clothes / Halloween outfits 
· The HT will deal with any requests for support in complete confidence
· A Cost of the School Day calendar of events will be shared at the beginning of the school year
· The PTA and HT plan events together to ensure that costs are kept low
The Cost of the School Day 
Whilst education may be free, the reality is that there can be many aspects of the school day which do cost families. The main costs come from uniform, food, excursions, fun events, fund-raising and clubs. 
Uniform 
Paying for uniforms can be the most expensive part of the school year for many families. The St. Bride’s uniform is a light blue shirt with navy trousers or shorts and a navy or tartan skirt or pinafore. Pupils in P1-P6 wear a tartan tie and P7 pupils wear a plain blue ‘senior’ tie (P1 and P7 pupils are gifted their ties from the PTA).
We have a separate gym kit which includes a gold or navy tee-shirt with navy shorts or joggers. 
We ask pupils to have indoor shoes to change into as the playground can get very muddy. 
We have very well used second-hand uniform rails in the school entrance and all families are invited to make use of this as required throughout the school year. These rails include winter jackets, outdoor shoes and bags. We encourage all families to make use of these rails as these donations help to avoid clothes going to landfill and support our Eco goals too. 
We have used a similar “swap shop” approach for Halloween and Christmas clothes. 
Food 
We have a free breakfast club that opens every day from 8.15-8.45am. In addition to this we have a selection of fruit available for any pupil who does not have a snack. 
The cook in charge will offer any leftover food to all the children in the dining room at lunch time. 
South Lanarkshire Council has an automated system for families to get free school meals. This means that only children and young people who live in another Authority area would need to apply for this. Any families who may be struggling to provide a lunch are encouraged to speak to us. We keep a stock of gift cards for local supermarkets to ensure we can help those who need immediate support. 
Excursions
Any trip that takes place during the school day and is linked to the curriculum will not have any charge.
We may occasionally ask for donations to help with the cost of transport for events such as swimming or sports festivals. Other outings such as summer outings or trips to the panto may have a cost but we always try to subsidise these and ensure that we can support families where these costs might cause problems. 
For our P7 residential we will try to ensure that we can give as much notice as possible so that parents can pay this up in affordable instalments. We always look to support families where cost is an issue to ensure that all children have full access to participate in these experiences
In St. Bride’s we always shop around so that we get best value and after parental consultation have reduced the length of the stay to ensure that all families can access this. 
Fundraising/Fun days
As a Catholic school we often raise money to support charities during Lent and Advent. Our school Mini-Vinnies club arranges a number of events but all have a voluntary donation to ensure that children do not go without and to reduce pressure on parents.
We have deliberately reduced the number of dressing up days (World book day etc.) and non-uniform days as we recognise that this can be difficult for some children or young people, especially with the pressure to wear certain brands of clothes and trainers. 
We also fundraise for the school but try to plan events through the school year to ensure that they are well spread out. Some events such as the Christmas and Summer Fayres are annual occurrences. Some stalls at these events have free or minimal cost goods/activities. Our PTA provide “pocket money” for children who come to these events without money and this is distributed discretely by school staff. 
Our staff, PTA and Parent Council have accessed grants for various funds and will continue to look at ways in which we can minimise how often we ask parents for funds. As our PTA is a registered charity we can receive match-funding payments from certain commercial organisations. We welcome any parent who is willing to help complete bids. 
School Clubs
In St. Bride’s we run a number of lunch time and after school clubs. We do not charge for any of these clubs and provide all resources and kit to keep associated costs down. 
Conclusion
We believe that all of our children should have the same experiences at school regardless of their financial or social status and continue to work hard to make this a reality. Where we can, we will continue to minimise the Cost of the School Day for all our families and provide support where we can. Partnerships between home and school and the relationships that we build together are vital in making this succeed. 


















image1.jpeg




