Office Opening Hours

There have been no changes to the office opening hours. As in previous years, the
office is staffed from 2am until 3pm. If you have any enquiries out with these times,
please rind the buzzer and if staff are available we will be happy to answer them, if no
one is available, please call and leave a message on the answering machine.
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Playground Supervision

We have had a few enquiries/complaints regarding playground supervision before
?am. This matter was discussed at the Parent Council Meeting in September. South
Lanarkshire Council and the Scottish Government identify the need for schools to
provide an adult presence in the playground before the school day. Within Kirkton
Primary our Janitor provides this presence from 8.45am. In addition to this at least 1 but
often 2 additional members of staff are in the playground to welcome the children and
ensure a smooth start to the day. These adults are not located purely at the gates and
will move around the whole playground, children should not leave the playground
once they have entered, this is a message we are sharing in the school and would ask
all parents to reinforce this message at home. The staff in the playground are able to
sort out any issues which may occur.

PE Lessons
Please ensure children come to school with appropriate gym clothes — plain white or
dark shorts, plain white t-shirt and suitable shoes or plimsols. All children will take part in

a minimum two hours quality PE per week. If your child is unable to participate, please
inform the class teacher in writing. Please remember that all jewellery should be
removed for PE lessons, including earrings.
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Fizzy Drinks

Cans and bottles of carbonated drinks, including energy drinks are not permitted in
school.

Mobile Telephones

Pupils are discouraged from bringing their mobile devices to school however, if they
require them for after school, they must remain switched off and in school bags at all
times in line with our Mobile Technologies policy. Children are not permitted to bring
any other personal electronic devices to school.

Learning Through Play in Primary One

Play is a very important stage of learning for all children. It allows them to explore and
understand the world through role-play, imagination, and ‘rehearsal’ of real events. It
encourages the development of social skills, turn taking, sharing and also improves
vocabulary. At Kirkton, we integrate play into the Primary 1 experience. Miss Burns, our
P1 Teacher, has planned and organised their classroom environment to promote an
active learning approach and children have regular opportunities to engage in play-
based learning. The core skills of ‘reading, writing and arithmetic’ are still at the heart of
the curriculum for P1 learners and, by working in a stimulating and motivating classroom
environment, children can explore literacy and numeracy in contexts that are relevant,
engaging and fun. Play based learning also allows children to work in small groups and
one to one with their class teacher more often. Through a ‘teaching activity’, children
will be infroduced to spelling, phonological awareness, numbers, counting etc. Please
visit our school website and Twitter feed regularly throughout the year to follow the
progress of Primary 1 and our play-based approach to learning.

We are delighted to be leading the way with this locally and are pleased to have
welcomed colleagues to observe the innovative practice in P1.
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Medical Information

Please inform the office staff of any medical conditions that may affect your child in
school. If your child requires prescribed medication during the school day, please
discuss this with a member of office or management staff. Children are not permitted to
have any medication in school without the completion of a medical administration
form. Medicines should not be sent to school in pupil bags.

Establishment Improvement Plan 2018/19

This year, the focuses of our curriculum improvement work will be on Literacy, with a
focus on further improving pupil attainment through the implementation of the NLC
approach to Active Literacy and Numeracy, to further improve attainment through the
implementation of Big Maths approaches to Numeracy & Maths.

As part of the Scottish Attainment Challenge, we will continue to seek opportunities

to offer targeted support to specific groups of children who may need additional
support or resources to achieve and attain. Find out about the Attainment
Challenge at https://education.gov.scot/what-we-do/delivering-the-
scoftishattainment-challenge
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Keeping in Touch

Our main method of communication continues to be the App and school Twitter
account, which can be accessed at www.twitter.com/@KirktonPrimary . It is not
necessary to have a Twitter account to view the page. If you do have a Twitter
account, follow @KirktonPrimary to keep up to date.

Text Messaging will continue to be used to inform parents/carers of important
information and attendance. Please inform the office if your mobile phone number has
changed.

In our aim to keep parents/carers as fully informed as possible, the school will:

* publish a monthly newsletter

* send home letters via ‘pupil post’

School Website, this is undergoing some TLC and we hope it will be fully functioning
soon.

If you have any questions or comments, please get in touch. You can telephone the
school on 01555 772466 or email gw14kirktonpsoffice@glow.sch.uk

The teachers escort the pupils to the school doors at the end of the day, but this is not
always the best time to speak with them as they are supervising the pupils. If you wish to
speak in person to a member of staff, please contact the office to arrange a mutually
suitable appointment.

Dates for the diary

As always, we are a busy school and dates can change.

October

11t Parent’s Night 15th —20th  HOLIDAY
26 Non-Uniform Day 26 Harvest Assembly (P2)
November
16th P 4/3 Class Assembly
W/B 19t Daily Writing 19th In-Service Day 3
W/B 19th Language Focus Week 30t Non-Uniform Day
30th P7 Class Assembly
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December

12t School Show - rehearsal 13th School Show (pm)
14th School Show (am) 17t P5/6 Party
18th P3/4 Party 19t P7 Treat
20th P1/2 Party 21st Non-Uniform Day
215t 2.30pm finish
January
| 18th P6 Class Assembly \ 25 Non-Uniform Day
February
11th & 12th HOLIDAY 13th In-Service Day 4
15t P4 Class Assembly 22nd Non-Uniform Day
March
Ist P5 Class Assembly 26 — 28 School Panto
29t Non-Uniform Day 291 2.30pm Close
April
19th Good Friday 22nd Easter Monday
26 Non-Uniform Day
May
3rd P3 Class Assembly 6th HOLIDAY
7th In-Service Day 5 16t Parental Consultations
241h & 27th - HOLIDAY 31st P1 Class Assembly
31st Non-Uniform Day
June
| 28t Non-Uniform Day 28ih 1pm Close

Thank you for your continued support. Together we can help each child to
be the best they can be.
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