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Relationships Policy

Policy statement-
We believe that positive, respectful, and nurturing relationships are at the foundation of children’s learning, development and wellbeing. Our establishment is committed to creating a safe, inclusive and caring environment where all children and families feel valued and supported. 
We recognise that children learn how to build relationships through secure attachments with consistent adults and through positive interactions with their peers. Our approach is underpinned by children’s rights, equality, inclusion and safeguarding principles.
Aims-
We aim to-
· promote positive, respectful relationships between children, staff, families and visitors.
· Support children to feel safe, secure and emotionally supported.
· Encourage empathy, kindness, cooperation and respect for others.
· Support children to express emotions and needs in appropriate ways.
· Use positive behaviour approaches that support learning and development.


Key Principles-
· Every child is unique- Children develop socially and emotionally at different rates.
· Inclusion- All children have equal value and the right to participate fully.
· Consistency- Predictable routines and responses help children feel secure.
· Positive Role Modelling- Adults model respectful communication and behaviour.
· Attachment-Informed Practice- Secure relationships support emotional regulation and learning.
· Trauma-Informed Practice- Staff recognise that behaviour may communicate unmet needs.

Roles and Responsibilities-
Staff- All staff are responsible for
· Building warm, responsive and respectful relationships with all children and families.
· Getting to know every child’s individual needs, interests and communication styles.
· Using positive language and calm, consistent responses.
· Supporting children to develop social and emotional skills.
· Making reasonable adjustments for children who have additional support needs.
· Working closely with families and professionals.
· Always following safeguarding and child protection procedures.

Key Person Approach-
Each child is allocated a key person who-
· Builds a secure, trusting relationship with the child.
· Supports emotional wellbeing and attachment.
· Is a main point of contact for parents and carers.
· Observes, assesses and supports learning and development.
· Provides consistency during transitions and times of change.
· Provide enhanced support and work closely with families and external professionals where appropriate.

Our practice is guided by the following UNCRC articles-
· Article 2- Non-discrimination- All children are treated fairly and equally, regardless of ability, gender, culture, language, religion or background.
· Article 3-Best interests of the child- All decisions and actions prioritise the child’s wellbeing and safety.
· Article 12- Respect for the views of the child-Children are supported to express their thoughts and feelings and have them taken seriously.
· Article 19-Protection from harm- Children have the right to be kept safe from all forms of violence, abuse and neglect.
· Article 29- Aims of Education- Education supports children to develop emotionally, socially and morally, as well as academically.
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