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Our Vision 
“Working together to provide positive learning experiences in a safe, supported, caring environment and promoting a love of learning for all”
Ready 	Respectful	Safe                           
“If you believe you will achieve”
Head Teacher’s Report Thursday  19/3/2026
This has been a very busy and quick term, it is hard to believe we have only two weeks until our Easter break!  

Parent’s Night was another great success in February. Thank you to all our parent/carers for your feedback, as always, we will use this to inform our improvement planning. 

Our mainstream teaching staff team travelled over to Robert Owen Memorial Primary School in Lanark on the Inservice Day to hear all about their school’s journey development work on numeracy. This was part of a Peer School Review and also a great opportunity for our staff to liaise with colleagues at similar stages and share their good practice with regards to teaching numeracy and the methodology and resources we use at High Blantyre Primary. Following this visit, Mrs McAveety, Miss Maclean and Mrs Dickson our Nursery Team Leader participated in a range of focused visits to classes and the nursery, to observe practice and give feedback to staff and the Senior Leadership Team. Our School’s AAC practice was a focus for a Peer School Review last year, it is a great professional learning opportunity for everyone involved in the process.

Primary 7 were presented their Leaver’s Hoodies at assembly, just in time for their residential trip to Lockerbie Manor. This has now become an eagerly anticipated event for our P7 children, who wear these hoodies daily with pride!

There was a great uptake on our residential offer again this year, with almost all of our Primary 7 children attending the weeklong residential trip to the Pod Village at Lockerbie Manor. Despite the cold and wet weather, they still managed to have great fun and enjoy: canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding, axe throwing, climbing, abseiling, rifle shooting, archery, survival skills, campfire, and even an outdoor disco! The photographs and video updates were a great way to keep in touch with their daily activities and helped prepare our parents/carers for the muddy clothing and footwear that would be returning with their children at the end of the week! A huge thank you to Mrs Gallagher, Miss Maclean and Ms McKinlay for taking such good care of our P7 children for the duration of the week, we could not offer this experience to our children without the commitment of our staff team. We have managed to get booked again for the middle of March next year for four nights and will be communicating information with our Primary 6 parents/carers after the Parent Council Meeting tonight.

This term, all our teachers worked with their stage partners across the learning community, to plan and implement a series of lessons on their chosen equalities theme, during Equalities Week. Following this, all classes have been engaging in inquiry-based learning projects focused on the theme of sustainability. There has been lots of exciting learning experiences going on across the school and we are delighted that once again our P6 children managed to release over 180 baby trout into the Calder.

Mrs McNiven teaches STEM across the school, in addition to introducing new technologies and STEM challenges to all of our classes, Mrs McNiven has entered our P6 and P7 classes into the Kinross Air Challenge, which has involved work with drones and various related challenges. This work will go towards their STEM Young Leader award.

Our Pupil Voice/Leadership Groups have all been very busy this session, here are some updates on the work they have been focusing on:

Miss Watt’s Expressive Arts group have been supporting classes with movement to music after assembly on a Monday.

Our Sustainability Group are delighted to have had all their ongoing hard work recognised through the achievement of our 9th Green Eco Flag. We are so proud of them and all our children and families!

The Outdoor Learning and Leadership of Change Group merged due to similar projects. They have planned a Sponsored Mile a Day Event, which will be held on Friday the 27th of March, to raise money for markings they have chosen for the infant and senior playgrounds. Thank you to our Parent Council for contributing half of the cost to paint the mile a day on our playground and offering to double what the children raise through their sponsored event.

Our STEM group led a very successful STEM challenge Day in January and plan to host another one before the end of term. They have also been training our classes on how to use our Sphero Indi programmable cars.

Our Attachment Group have changed their name to ‘The Care and Connect Group’ and have their own logo, designed by the children. They have been recording monthly ‘Good News’ videos, which we have been sharing on our Facebook page. This Group have planned a school kindness day for May.

On the last week before the Easter Break, our Rights Respecting Schools Group have planned a ‘Rights Day.’ They also had a very successful collection for the Foodbank and toy swap prior to Christmas. Work continues towards our Silver RRS Award.

Our Makaton Group continue to raise awareness of Makaton across the school and our Sports and Digital Pupil Voice Groups continue with their ongoing awards work.

Our P6/7 children recently competed in the Hamilton Schools Cross Country event; all children completed the course and should be immensely proud of this achievement! One of our P7 pupils, George, finished in the top 10 of his group again this year and will be competing in the SLC finals at Chatelheraut Country Park next week. Well Done George-this is a fantastic achievement. A huge thank you to Ms McKinlay for taking the athletics team each week and giving the children the opportunity to represent the school at these events. 
We have more football and netball festivals, track and field and the Dance Festival to look forward to next term!

Once again, a huge thank you for all the hard work and support from our Parent Council, who are a major part of the life and work of our school. This term’s highlights: P7 Leaver’s hoodies, Mother’s Day Hampers fundraising, Mile a Day playground markings, free Spring Fling disco and perhaps a special visit from Crabbit Rabbit before the end of term….

I would like to wish everyone a very relaxing and hopefully sunny Spring Break and a very Happy Easter!!
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