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Our Vision 
“Working together to provide positive learning experiences in a safe, supported, caring environment and promoting a love of learning for all”
Ready 	Respectful	Safe                           
“If you believe you will achieve”
Head Teacher’s Report Thursday  27/3/202
March has been another great month at High Blantyre Primary School, the sun has started to shine and as always, we have lots to celebrate and be very proud of as we approach the Spring Break!

World Book Day at the start of the month was another great celebration of reading and books at High Blantyre Primary School and Nursery. The children enjoyed various activities in classes throughout the morning including, author live events, a Guess the Staff Masked Reader Quiz and created their favourite book characters out of wooden spoons in their Pupil Leadership groups in the afternoon.  Gerry the singing story teller was a big hit as always and the whole school loved the random ten rings of the school bell, calling everyone to drop everything and read!  Our Junior/Senior Library is almost ready to be officially opened to pupils and a positive reading culture and love of literacy and books is now embedded across our school, which is evident as you walk around the building and classes and talk to the children and staff. Thank you to Mrs McLean, Mrs Brown and our Reading Ambassadors, for leading us through our Reading Schools journey as we now submit evidence for our Gold Reading Schools Award.

Following World Book Day, our school had a very successful Local Authority Peer Review, with a focus on Augmentative, Alternative Communication (AAC) in our supported classes and our ongoing development work across the school.  Paula Ross, Head Teacher of Robert Owen Memorial Primary School and Kate Fisher, Head Teacher of Harleeshill Primary, formed the Peer Review team with our senior leadership team and a Development officer from South Lanarkshire Council. The Peer Review Team highlighted key areas of strengths in our AAC practice and school ethos including:

· A lovely friendly and positive ethos across the school and supported classes
· The evident team work, positive relationships and seamless transitions of staff supporting children

· The wide range of resources and activities staff are using to engage and include all children

· The ability of staff to adapt their total communication approaches to suit the needs of individual children 

· Minimal distressed behaviours observed across all classes

Next steps were also suggested, with regards to sharing practice across the wider school to further develop and embed AAC. Following this review, we have had staff from other schools visit our supported classes to observe practice. This report has been shared with the Local Authority and the Parent Council and is available on our website. We are very proud of the progress we have made over the past few years in AAC and creating a total school environment!
  
As part of their Clyde in the Classroom project, with a focus on Sustainability, our Primary 6 children released 150 baby trout into the Calder a few weeks ago.  We were delighted that so many survived following an issue with the electricity one weekend and hope to continue with this great project and partnership working next year. Our Primary 6 children are now engaging in an outdoor learning project over at the beautiful Calder, as they work towards a new local award….

Primary 7 were presented their Leaver’s Hoodies at assembly a few weeks ago. This is now an annual event the children eagerly anticipate prior to their residential trip. They all look great and will continue to wear school colours and uniform as agreed, as they continue to be role models to our younger High Blantyre pupils. 

Almost all of our Primary 7 children attended their week long residential trip to the Pod Village at Lockerbie Manor.  This year we did get amazing weather and enjoyed: canoeing, kayaking, axe throwing, climbing, abseiling, rifle shooting, archery, rock climbing, fencing, survival skills, camp fire, problem solving, volley ball-and lots of great food!  The majority of the children participated in everything and I was very impressed with their energy, sense of fun and adventure and kindness towards each other. The children were so well behaved – and staff even got a good sleep most nights!  We have managed to get booked for roughly the same time next year for four nights and will be communicating information with our Primary 6 parents/carers soon. 

Our P6/7 children recently competed in the Hamilton Schools Cross Country event, all children completed the course and should be very proud of this achievement! One of our P6 pupils, George, finished in the top 10 of his group and competed in the South Lanarkshire Finals yesterday with four of our pupils from Room 13, who were competing in the ASN finals.  A huge thank you to Ms Mckinlay and Mr Maslanka for taking the athletics team each week and giving the children the opportunity to represent the school in these events. 
We have more football and netball festivals, track and field and the Dance Festival to look forward to next term!

Last week, four of our p6 children : Shay, Harvey, Connor and George, competed in the South Lanarkshire Schools Euro Quiz. This is the second year we have competed in this Quiz. There was tough competition this year, with a lot more schools entering and we are absolutely delighted that Team High Blantyre came in 4th place!  This is another amazing achievement for our school!  Well Done to this fantastic group of children and a big thank you to all the parents and their teacher Mrs Gallagher, for all of their support preparing the children for this big event.  


Once again, a huge thank you for all of the hard work and support from our Parent Council, who are a major part of the life and work of our school.  This month’s highlights: P7 Leaver’s hoodies, Mother’s Day Hampers fundraising, free Spring Fling disco and hopefully a special visit from Crabbit Rabbit next week…

Next Friday, we have our Easter Assembly at 10am and Mr Murphy and Archie will be joining us to judge the annual Easter Egg decorating competition. 

School finishes at 2.30pm on Friday the 5th of April and it is time for our children and staff to take a well earned break from school and get ready for a very busy and fun filled final term!

I would like to wish everyone a lovely (hopefully sunny) Spring Break and a very Happy (chocolate filled) Easter!!
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