[bookmark: _Hlk89032162]High Blantyre Primary School Parent Council
Wednesday 26 February 2025 at 18:00

1. Welcome and apologies - Chair
The Chair, Susan welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were recorded and noted by the Secretary Ruth as detailed below:
In attendance
	Susan Lindner-Kelly (Chair)	
	Ruth Gebbie (Secretary)
	Cara Rice (Treasurer)

	Mrs Helsby (Headteacher)

	Mrs Sliman
	Mrs McLean

	Ms McKinlay
	Mrs Brown
	Mrs Ferguson

	Allan Morgan
	Fiona McMillan
	Nadine Wilson

	Jill McDade
	Jordan Mason
	Alan Rochead

	Cllr Razzaq
	Kirsty Gospage
	Jill McDade



Apologies
	Jennifer McIntosh (Vice-Chair)
	Lauren Paterson (Vice-Treasurer)
	Scott Fletcher

	Jane Stewart
	Cllr Maureen Chalmers
	Cllr Thomson

	Laura Glendinning
	Jane Paterson
	Ali O’Donnell	


	Julie McCallum

	Stuart McIntosh
	Tracy Smith




2. Approval of draft minutes of 16 January 2025
Susan thanked Ruth, the Secretary for producing the draft minutes of the last meeting. Susan then reviewed the actions from the meeting and the following was highlighted: -
a) Polytunnel- Alan and Stuart to agree and confirm a date out with the meeting to skim the polytunnel.
b) Tonie checklist- instruction list and checklist to be shared.
c) Playground fund- We can buy benches for the playground as a Parent Council if the school conduct a risk assessment. Mrs Helsby to discuss with Susan before the next meeting in March.
d) Scottish Assembly- appeal to be made for any tartan items that no longer fit/ tartan material. Any donations should be handed into office for use at next Scottish assembly. 
e) School photographer-outstanding orders have been fulfilled as well as class photos. Positive feedback received around quality of photos. 
f) Protective book covers- link sent by Ruth to Mrs McLean.
g) Book basket selfies- a number of selfies have been sent to the school, alongside some very positive feedback.
h) Poll for senior library funding- poll posted on WhatsApp by Ruth and £1000 donation agreed. Books are in the process of being ordered.
i) Hoodie samples-to be returned to Blossoms by Mrs Helsby. Susan has also asked Blossoms for proof of embroidery. This should be available first week of March.
j) Playground equipment- Mrs Helsby will meet with local head teacher to discuss and get feedback. 

The draft minutes were approved by Cara and seconded by Fiona. 


3. Head Teacher Report
Susan thanked Mrs Helsby for the positive Head Teacher Report that was circulated in advance of the meeting.

a) Late coming- If children are late in the morning, they should use the dining hall entrance and not enter via the office as this causes additional work for office staff who are already very busy at this time. School starts at 9:00am and all children should be in line for their class for 09:00am. The breakfast club is also available for those who need it. Tracking and monitoring of lateness will begin in the near future.
b) Attendance- Mrs Helsby was pleased to note that attendance rates for the school have improved. 
c) Scottish Show- the show was a great success and was enjoyed by pupils and parents alike.
d) Parents Night- The majority of people preferred the parent’s night in the gym hall, however if any parents would prefer a 1:1 appointment in future this can be arranged. Thanks was given to Mrs McCaig (Head of S1 at Calderside Academy) for being there on the night.
e) World Book Day- Mrs McLean requested a donation of £40 from the Parent Council to fund the cost of wooden spoons for the children to decorate. This was unanimously agreed. A World Book Day lunch will also be on offer and will be available for all children.

4. Funding
. 	Susan thanked Cara, the Treasurer for producing the detailed finance reports. 

a) £3000 grant- the grant has now been received and most of the books ordered have now been received. There is £600 remaining, and Mrs Mclean and Mrs Brown will plan what reading resources this will be spent on. All spending on resources will go towards obtaining our Gold Reading Award. 
b) £500 grant- Allan was thanked for the £500 grant that was made to the Parent Council from his employer.
c) Wooden Spoon grant- Susan to apply for Wooden Spoon grant to fund playground equipment.

5. Events
The following updates were given: - 
a) Easter eggs- Ruth has contacted local businesses and is awaiting confirmation from JDS, Lamegos, Carrigans/ Barnhill Tavern and the Wee Gurkha Curry House as to whether they can contribute to the cost of Easter eggs for the school children. 
It was agreed that Crabbit Rabbit would present the eggs at morning assembly on 4 April and there will also be an egg decorating competition. 
b) P7 Leavers- 
· The P7 WhatsApp group has been set up, but not all parents have joined. A check to be done to see who is not yet a member and then ask them to join.
· The McDade family have kindly donated the use of a bus for the trip to Blackpool on 5 June. Mrs Helsby will send out a letter to P7 parents regarding this. 
· £1343 has been raised so far. Last year the food and the 360 machine were donated by Cllr Razzaq. He will contact Lamego’s to see if they are able to offer a discount this year. Charlene (a P7 parent) is progressing the leavers book idea.
c) Spring Fling- 
· The Spring Fling will take place on 3 April and Susan will book the DJ at a cost of £120. 
· We still need to purchase sweets and fruit shoots for the event.
·  Arrangements to be made for a quiet space as we have had in previous years. Fiona kindly offered to provide art and craft activities for the quiet spacde .
· The new procedures discussed at the previous meeting will be in place for children entering and leaving the Spring Fling. Information to be sent to parents before hand so that they are aware of the new procedure.

A.O.B
Mrs Helsby advised that they were looking to find out if any parents within the school worked for Scottish Water and would be willing to come in to the school and talk to the children about their job. The school have confirmed arrangements with parents with various other careers to come to the school too. 

Councillor Razzaq to send details regarding the Topps Trading Card Machine that could be used at events. He will also send over details of the used football boots charity collection point. We can then discuss if the school can get involved and support this initiative. 

Date of next meeting
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and participation and advised that our next meeting has been arranged for 27 March 2025.



