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“Numeracy is a skill for life, learning and work. Having well-developed numeracy skills allows young people to be more 
confident in social settings and enhances enjoyment in a large number of leisure activities. For these and many other 
reasons, all teachers have important parts to play in enhancing the numeracy skills of all children and young people.”  
    

(Curriculum for Excellence: Principles and Practice, Scottish Government, 2009) 
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At Crawforddyke Primary, we strive for children to become Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens, Successful 
Learners and Effective Contributors. Our curriculum seeks to ensure we meet the principles of Curriculum for 
Excellence: challenge and enjoyment, breadth, progression, depth, personalisation and choice, relevance and 
coherence. We use a range of assessments to identify progress and achievement and the next steps for each 
individual learner. Learners receive regular feedback to help them understand what they need to do to improve. We 
prioritise the mental and emotional wellbeing of our pupils through a nurturing, all-inclusive approach to allow them 
to access their learning and be the best they can be.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want our learners to be safe and happy while believing that with practise, perseverance and effort they can 
achieve, learn and grow. We promote a positive ethos and a shared approach to learning. Our vision supports our 
school motto ‘Be Diligent’ and encourages our pupils to keep on developing their growth mindset.  
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Numeracy and Mathematics—A Curriculum for Excellence 
 
 
“To face the challenges of the 21st century, each young person needs to have confidence in using mathematical 
skills, and Scotland needs both specialist mathematicians and a highly numerate population.” (Building the 
Curriculum 1) 
 
Numeracy and Mathematics is much more than just being able to solve written calculations. “Being able to think 
mathematically and apply mathematical skills involves; logical reasoning, investigation, discovery, invention, 
creation and modelling. It also develops the ability to hypothesise, justify and prove findings. Applying these skills to 
unfamiliar or complex problems helps build resilience in our learners as they can use their prior learning to break 
a problem down into simpler steps.” (Framework for Numeracy and Mathematics) 
 
Within our Numeracy and Mathematics curriculum, Curriculum for Excellence has outlined  3 key aspects within 
Numeracy and Mathematics which will be taught to children throughout their time at Primary school.  
These are: 
• Number, money and measure 
• Shape, pattern and movement 
• Information handling 
 
Each area is then split into subcategories as follows: 
 
Number, money and measure 
• Estimating and Rounding 
• Number and Number Processes 
• Multiples, Factors and Primes 
• Fractions, Decimal Fractions and Percentages 
• Money 
• Time 
• Measurement 
• Maths—It’s impact on the world, past, present and future 
• Patterns and Relationships 
• Expressions and Equations 
 
Shape, Position and Movement 
• Properties of 2D shapes and 3D objects 
• Angles, Symmetry and Transformation 
 
Information Handling 
• Data and Analysis 
• Ideas of Chance and Uncertainty 
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Numeracy and Maths Curriculum Design 
 
Mental Agility 
 
At Crawforddyke Primary School, we believe that children should have daily opportunities to develop their mental    
agility using a range of different strategies. We do this through giving pupils the opportunity to participate in 15 
minutes of Number Talks activities each day. During this time, teachers will demonstrate, model and provide             
opportunities for pupils to learn a range of different strategies as detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
During a Number Talks session: 
• The teacher will present pupils with a problem, usually differentiated through the use of a Chilli Challenge. 
• Pupils will then have the opportunity to solve the problem mentally. 
• Pupils show a visual cue (Appendix 2) when they have solved the problem using one strategy and encouraged to 

find another strategy whilst allowing pupils the appropriate think time to answer a question. 
• The teacher asks for answers and records the correct and incorrect responses. 
• Pupils share strategies and justifications for their answers with their peers. 
 
Core Numeracy and Mathematics 
 
Pupil will engage in purposeful and meaningful Numeracy and Mathematics experiences 5 times per week. These lessons 
are based on the Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes using South Lanarkshire Council’s Progression 
Pathway. The progression pathway allows staff to plan and deliver lessons which meet national expectations. Teacher’s 
take into account children’s abilities and levels that they have achieved, through tracking and monitoring and pupils are 
grouped into ability groupings.  
Through concept teaching, lessons will include valuable and direct high-quality teaching which includes key elements 
from South Lanarkshire Council’s Pedagogy Palette. This will then lead to pupils engaging in tasks and activities 
suitable for their ability. Work will include a mix of verbal, concrete, pictorial, abstract, active, interactive and written 
activities where children should be encouraged to develop high order thinking, independence and confidence in their 
mathematical thinking. 
At Crawforddyke Primary School we do not follow a specific scheme of work across the school, but rather adopt a variety 
of resources and strategies to deliver the Experiences and Outcomes of our Curriculum. Resources include: 

 

• Scottish TeeJay 
• Scottish Heinemann Maths 
• Leckie and Leckie 
• Numicon 
• Sumdog 
• Active and Interactive Games such as from Topmarks 
• Teachers own resources 
• The outdoor environment 
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Assessment, Tracking and Monitoring 
 
Assessment in Numeracy is an integral part of teaching and learning. Future planning, teaching and reporting 
relies on the collection of robust evidence and data of progress in learning. 
 
Formative assessment is embedded into the teaching and learning cycle at Crawforddyke Primary School.  
Children are informally assessed throughout the teaching process through effective questioning, Assessment 
is for Learning (AiFL) strategies and assessment of work produced using teacher, self and peer assessment.       
Summative assessment is used at the end of a concept to assess children’s ability to understand, retain and 
apply concepts that have been taught. In May of each year, all children will complete a MALT assessment as well 
as P1,4 and 7 children completing SNSA’s. 
 
Assessment, tracking and monitoring will be gathered through a range of evidence: 
• Oral questioning and dialogue 
• Written work produced by the pupil in their jotter, worksheet or on a whiteboard 
• Observation of practical activities 
• Formal Assessments 
 
Teachers track pupils progress through assessment grids in their forward plans and termly tracking and  
monitoring documents are completed alongside a meeting with the Senior Leadership to discuss progress and 
achievement. Parents/ guardians are informed of children’s progress through parents evenings and formal 
written reports. 
 
Support in Numeracy 
 
Through ongoing tracking and monitoring of pupil’s progress, learners may be identified who are in need of 
additional support in numeracy. This can be delivered in a range of ways. In the first instance, class teachers 
will deliver additional support through differentiated approaches, instruction and resources. Support may be 
given through the use of the additionality teacher or School Support Assistants (SSA). Additionally, 1-1 support 
may also be provided.  
 
At Crawforddyke Primary School, we use the following resources to support numeracy: 
• Maths Recovery Intervention Programme 
• Numicon 
• 5 Minute Number Box 
 
At times, we may seek advice and support from our Specialist Support Teacher (SST) or our colleagues at   
Carluke High School. 
 
If a child is deemed to require additional support in Numeracy using the above intervention programmes, 
parents/ guardians will be notified by the class teacher or a member of the Leadership Team. 
 
Pupils’ needs are met through the Staged Intervention process. (See Appendix 3) 

Pupil’s progress will continually be tracked, monitored and evaluated to ensure the appropriate support and 
challenge is in place and is having the desired impact. 
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Transition 
 
Class teachers pass on information in June to new class teachers through transition notes, professional 
dialogue and tracking and monitoring documents which detail teacher professional judgement for each child 
along with their standardised score and maths age. 
 

In Primary 1, information is passed on from our feeder early years establishments about a child. This helps to 
inform teaching experiences at the early stages of Primary 1. Support is given to families about our curriculum 
through the P1 Learning Together Padlet which signposts parents to useful resources which can develop 
children’s mathematical knowledge and thinking. Parents are also invited to a P1 Curriculum Information 
Evening in September where the Senior Leadership Team and P1 teachers provide parents/ guardians with 
information about how Numeracy and Mathematics is taught in Primary 1 and what to expect from the 
curriculum. Parents and guardians are invited to a 6-week series of Family Learning Workshops in Term 1 called 
“Multiply (You + Me). The programme is designed to increase parents number knowledge and support them to 
support their child’s numeracy development through the early stages of Primary School. The programme 
consisted of 4 x 1 hour  sessions with a mix of adult directed learning followed by 20 minutes where the children 
were invited in to work alongside their parents, developing their new skills 
 

In Primary 7, information about the level in which a child has achieved is shared with the High School which they 
are transitioning to. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2  

Appendix 3 
 
 


