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Braidwood Primary School
August/September Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,
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[image: image4.wmf]Welcome back to our new school year and our first newsletter of this session. I hope you all had nice Summer and enjoyed the amazing sunny weather we had! It is great to welcome our new P1 pupils and their families to our school. All our pupils are looking super smart in their school uniform , thank you for your support with this. I look forward to seeing you and your families throughout the year in school. Here are some happy pupils enjoying being back at school. 
Curriculum News
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As we start another new school year, we have discussed our vision with staff and pupils.  This is the basis for all the work that goes on in our school and shapes our curriculum.  Our vision and values are shared below. Pupils take pride in being a member of Braidwood Primary and are delighted when awarded a values wristband for showing our school values. 
                                                                                      Our Vision 

‘To provide a happy, safe and fun environment where everyone is valued and shows respect for each other in our learning family. Pupils are proud of who they are and develop their own talents.

[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]BeSafe oy

Be Respectful =y



We remove barriers to the learning adventure, enabling us to have a ‘can do’ attitude and be the best we can be.’

 Our School Values
Trust   Happiness   Friendship   Respect   Responsibility 
School Expectations

Be Safe    Be Respectful    Be Kind 
Communication 

The easiest way for us to communicate with you is by using Parents Portal. We will send out newsletters and other information, including consent forms for trips this way.  Please check this regularly in the hope you don’t miss information. 
We will on occasion send out paper copies of letters and information too. These would be in your child’s school bag. As this is the first newsletter, we’ve sent a paper copy. Please look out for future newsletters on the website and your Parents Portal account. 
New Menu 

The new school lunch menu starts on Monday 24th August, please check your child’s bag for a copy of the menu.

Kids Kitchen 

We have been lucky enough to welcome Chef Robert to the school this week from Kids Kitchen. He is working with our P5, P6 and P7 pupils for a four week block teaching cooking skills. On the final session, Wednesday 8th September, parents will be invited in to join their child. We will send out more information about this nearer the time. 
PE days

Please see the table below to find out which days your child will take part in physical education. 

	Class
	PE days

	P1/2
	Monday
	Friday

	P2/3
	Monday
	Thursday

	P4
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	P5
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	P6
	Monday
	Thursday 

	P7
	Wednesday  (2 hours)


General School Updates

There are lots of things to update you on, and information to share at the start of term!

Playground Safety   
A reminder the car park is for staff and visitors only. It is not a drop off area.  The safety of pupils is paramount, and I thank you for your support in this matter. Please also note that pupils are supervised in the playground from 8.45am. If your child arrives in the playground before this time, an adult is not present. 
Please do not park on the pavement on the hill across from the school, or on the zebra crossing. 

Breakfast Club

Our breakfast club runs daily from 8.15am to 8.45am. If you would like your child to attend they can come along and join us in the dining hall. 
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Wet Weather

On days when the weather is particular wet, pupils come into the building via the infant playground door, or senior playground door from 8.45am. They are then supervised in the gym hall by support staff until 9am. 
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School Uniform 
All our pupils are back after the summer looking incredibly smart in their school uniforms! Thank you for your help in making this happen. 

We are very proud of the high standards of our uniform and appreciate your support in making sure your children wear their uniform everyday. Our uniform consists of grey or black trousers/skirt/pinafore, red jumper, white polo shirt/white shirt and tie, and black school shoes. We have lots of pre-loved uniform, and would be delighted for you to come and help yourself to it. This helps with the cost of new items, but also supports us being more sustainable and eco friendly. 
PLEASE can I ask that your child’s name is inside their jacket, cardigan/jumper etc. We already have a number of items in lost property with no names, and no one is claiming them. Thank you in advance. 

Water Bottles

Please ensure your child brings a safe, plastic refillable water bottle to school every day. We have water fountains available for them to fill up during the school day. Please note that often the water bottles are kept at the side of the classroom in a tray rather than on desks. This ensures (as much as we can!) that spillages are kept to a minimum and pupil work and ICT equipment is not ruined. Pupils have access to their water whenever needed. 
Indoor Shoes and PE
All pupils require a pair of indoor shoes. They should change in to these every day in school. This helps keep the classroom areas clean and tidy. 
Please note that Crocs are suitable for wearing in the classroom environment, they are NOT allowed to be worn while taking part in PE as this is unsafe. Pupils should wear trainers. 
Homework

Homework will start week beginning 31st August. We understand family life can be very busy. A little reading each day and practise of phonics/spelling would be very helpful if you can support your child with these. Homework will be issued by teachers and noted in the homework diary. We do not issue homework in December or June as these are particularly busy months for families. 
School Meals
All children in P1-5 are eligible for a free school lunch however if you are in receipt of certain benefits it is important that you still register with SLC for their school clothing and free school meals grant. 
P6 and P7 pupils pay for meals via Parent Pay. We monitor ParentPay regularly, so it is important that parents/carers check their account and maintain a credit balance. You can set up an alert advising you of a low balance to avoid going into debt.
Pupils who are following a Vegan diet can still request this through completing an Adapted Diet request form for Vegan or Halal diets. Please note pupils who already have a special diet in place do not require to complete any updated forms.

School Chaplain 
Our School Chaplain is Lesley Ewing from Carluke and Law Church of Scotland. Lesley leads four school assemblies over the year, these are, Harvest, Christmas, Easter and one other linked to values. 
Spiritual, social, moral and cultural values Rights of Parents/Carers: 
Scottish Government Ministers consider that religious observance complements religious education and is an important contribution to pupils’ development. It should also have a role in promoting the ethos of a school by bringing all pupils together and creating a sense of community. 

There is a statutory provision for parents to withdraw children from participation in religious observance. The right of parents’ wishes will be respected. Where a child is withdrawn from religious observance, schools will make suitable arrangements for the child to participate in a worthwhile alternative activity. If you wish to withdraw your child, from our Religious Observance Assemblies please contact the school. 
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Consents and paperwork
You will have received a number of consents to be completed for your child. If you could please complete these it would be much appreciated. This helps us get things up and running in classrooms and the school quickly. You have been sent an All Excursions consent form this year. This will mean you will be notified of trip/excursion details via letter, but will not need to complete another consent form. Thank you for your assistance in completing these forms quickly. 
We hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes,
Mrs Sinclair

Head Teacher 

Dates for your Diary

If parents and carers are invited along to a school event, it will state ‘Parents invited’ next to the event. 

Tuesday 25th Aug – P7 pupils Sidekicks Training all day in school 
Monday 31st Aug – Homework starts

Tuesday 1st Sept - P1 ‘Stay and Play’ 2.30pm  (P1 parents invited)

Wednesday 9th Sept – P5, P6 and P7 parents invited to Kids Kitchen sessions (times to be confirmed) 
Friday 25th    Sept – Holiday

Monday 28th  Sept – Holiday

Tuesday 29th September – Parents’ Night (in school)
Be the best you can be!


