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Introduction  
 
Much of the information contained within this policy has been taken directly 
from the following site: 

Education Scotland’s Parentzone: Learning at home | Parent Zone 
(education.gov.scot) 

 

By following the links they can be read in greater depth but below I have given 
some summarising information. 

 

Why have we changed the name Homework to Home Learning?  
 
To reflect that it is more fun for us to do together and that we learn better 
when we share and talk about things.  Parents, carers and other family 
members can and do make a real difference to children’s education. When 
parents and schools work together, children do better. 

 
What is Home Learning? 

Home Learning is the name given to those tasks which take place out of 
school but which are relevant to curricular objectives and learning outcomes.  
Home Learning is intended to bring families together to engage in meaningful 
learning tasks. 

 

Why is Home Learning important? 

Home Learning helps your child to: 

 

 learn how to organise and manage their time 

 take more responsibility for their own learning 

 practise and build on what they have learned at school 

 develop confidence to deal with frustrations, overcome difficulties and 
solve problems 

 learn and work independently in the future. 

 share their learning with parents and carers. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/
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At Whiteness Primary School we see the purpose of Home Learning as 
follows: 

 

 To  help raise the attainment of every pupil; 

 For practice and consolidation of classwork e.g. reading, number 
practice, tables, letter sounds, alphabetical order and spelling; 

 To offer access to resources not available in school and developing 
skills in their use e.g. watching weather forecasts on television, gaining 
information from newspapers, food packets etc and gathering 
information from parents/grandparents etc; 

 To prepare pupils for future classwork e.g. gathering information, 
reading and bringing objects from home; 

 To encourage pupil ownership and responsibility for learning; 

 To help pupils to organise and plan their time, developing good work 
habits and a degree of self discipline; 

 To increase one to one attention for certain tasks e.g. oral reading and 
times tables; 

 To support tasks given for individual learning needs providing 
information for parents in a variety of subject areas, giving real 
opportunities for parental co-operation and support and creating a 
shared agenda for home-school liaison and dialogue; 

 To provide opportunities for parental co-operation and support, and the 
involvement of parents in their child’s schooling: “When parents are 
involved children do better and achieve more.”  

 To allow, from time to time, an opportunity for work not completed in 
school, to be completed at home. 

 

When do I get Home Learning and when do I hand it in? 
 
Home Learning will be set on your child’s class Glow Blog on a Tuesday, with 
work completed by the following Monday and either brought back into school , 
photographed and emailed or evidence seen on an online platform- such as 
Sumdog. This allows you to use your weekend for Home Learning or not, 
whichever suits your home life the best. 
 
Will I have Home Learning every week? 
 
No. We have decided we will not set Home Learning for the first and last week of 
every term. 
 
What Home Learning will I get? 
 
You will have  numeracy and phonics / spelling Home Learning. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, school reading will be completed in school. We would ask 
you to encourage your children to read a book or comic etc. of their own choice 
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for a short time each day. Sometimes other tasks may be set with relation to the 
different contexts of learning taking place in school. 
 
 
How can I support Home Learning at home? 

 
General tips: 

 Listen, talk, and encourage – this can have a big influence on children's 

learning 

 Encourage your child to talk to you about their learning, what learning 

is happening at school and do what you can at home to build on that. 

 Talk to your child about their strengths and interests and how they are 

progressing. 

 Encourage your child to talk to you about their next steps in learning 

and find out how you can work with the school to support this 

 Ask for help if you think your child needs it for any reason. 

 Praise your child if he/she is working hard at something or has 

achieved something within or out of school. 

 Encourage any reading.(Please see Appendix 1) 

 Listen to your child read, discuss what they have read and clarify new 

vocabulary and content. 

 Look for opportunities at home to develop literacy and numeracy skills: 

money, number problems, time, measuring, matching, size, reading, 

writing, understanding instructions, questioning information. (Please 

see Appendix 2) 

 Encourage your child to take part in activities, for example hobbies or 

clubs, which will provide opportunities to develop a range of skills. 

 Help them work on tasks on their own and then talk about it with you 

afterwards. 

 Do things together where appropriate – learn together, for example if 

your child has a project or task to do, take an interest and discuss with 

them what they are doing or offer support if this is needed. 

 

 

 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/learningathome/supportingliteracy/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/learningathome/supportingnumeracy/index.asp
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If we take a family holiday in term time, can we take work away with us? 

Class work will not be given to pupils going on holiday. This is because the 
child will not have been part of the teaching and learning involved with the 
tasks. Pupils should be encouraged to keep a holiday diary or similar. 

If at all possible consider taking holidays during the breaks from school as 
significant time away from school can have a lasting effect on pupils’ 
attainment over time. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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