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Dear Primary 5, Primary 6 and Primary 7, 
I was delighted to receive the letters that you recently wrote in your class. I have learned new things about all of you, and I am really looking forward to working with you in the weeks and months ahead. It has been interesting to hear about your interests, passions and hobbies. Lovely to hear that Cameron enjoys playing football and basketball, Aimee lives on a croft, has lots of sheep and a dog called Cara, Maisie has three cats called Rudi, Roxy and Lulu and Noah’s favourite animal is a goat. I’ve read every letter and learned something new about all of you and that is very exciting! 
I also note from your letters that you have asked me lots of different questions. I am joining the class today to answer as many of them as I possibly can so that you can get to know me a little better also. 
My favourite animal is a horse. My favourite colour is green as it represents Ireland where I am from. I don’t dislike any colour. I was born in February and my age is …… I don’t have any pets now but growing up we had a sheepdog called Freddie and a goldfish called Frankie. I have lots of hobbies; I go swimming, cycling and walking with my wife and two daughters. I also enjoy running and going to the gym. I do lots of reading and listen to podcasts. I enjoy cooking and watching sports and drama series on tv. I have tried skateboarding. I found it difficult but I think skateboarding is a great hobby for people to enjoy as you get fresh air, the chance to be creative and work on your physical skills like balance too. 
My favourite film is Gladiator. I like the bravery and the courage in the storyline. There’s no film that I really dislike. My favourite band is Coldplay and favourite song is a ‘A sky full of Stars’. It’s a very positive song and helps to make me happy and think positive thoughts. My favourite superhero is my Dad. I spoke about this at assembly! From tv, I’m also a big fan of Spiderman. He’s creative and cool. 
Do I like Donald Trump? … There’s other people in the world that I prefer … like my mum. I have one brother. His name is Ray and he lives in Liverpool. He is a physiotherapist in a large hospital and works part time for Liverpool Football club. I don’t have any sisters. I am 6 foot 3 inches in height. My favourite football team is Arsenal. I have followed them since I was 6 years old along with some of my best friends from my home village in Ireland. They are doing quite well at the moment which is great. I enjoy watching their games and my favourite player is Declan Rice. My favourite drink is Lucozade sport. It gives me energy when I’m going for a run or going to the gym. I have to drink it sparingly though! My favourite shoe brand is Lacoste. My favourite type of food is Italian. Pizza, pasta … delicious. My favourite meal is either lasagne or carbonara. Homemade, from scratch I might add! I do like custard. Particularly if it is hot and on an apple crumble. Top vibes!
My favourite place in the world is Ireland which will always be home but my favourite that I have visited is South Africa. I was lucky enough to go on an overnight safari which was really cool. At Tingwall PS, I want to improve everything that we do. Especially our lessons to make sure they are the best that they can be to help you all learn and make progress. I read mostly non-fiction books to help me with my job. One of my favourite authors is Allistair McCaw from South Africa who is a mindset and sports coach. I’m currently reading his book ‘Habits that make a Champion’. I sometimes like to draw and do arts/crafts with my kids. It is something that I find difficult but I give it my best. I prefer summer to winter. I like spending time outside in my garden and hiking or running. Both of these are more enjoyable when the weather is sunny. I like cats and dogs but dogs would be my preference. 
My favourite sport is a really difficult question to answer. I have played lots of hurling and Gaelic football; two Irish sports where you need to do lots of running and move at high speed. I like to watch these on tv when I get the chance. I also enjoy football, rugby and golf. I’ve never been to Skerries but would like to go. I have been to Yell, Unst and Whalsay! I don’t play any instrument at the moment which is a little regret of mine. I played a little bit on the guitar when I was younger. I will sort the football goals out! I’ve been a teacher for 17 years. I’ve taught in schools in London, Dubai, Stirling and now Shetland! My favourite people in the world are my family. Yes, I am enjoying Tingwall and I’m very excited to work with everyone here to make our school a great place for everyone to come to and learn. My previous job was a Head Teacher in Whalsay and a Depute Head Teacher in Stirling. My favourite fictional character is Sherlock Holmes because I like mysteries and dramas. 

I hope all of the above answers all of your questions and helps you to get to know me a little better. Thanks again for sharing your letters with me. I enjoyed reading every one of them. 

Yours sincerely, 

______________________________
Niall Healy – Head Teacher 
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