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This booklet contains information on the entitlement of free early learning and
childcarefor all three and four year olds and some two year @dd how to register
for a place.



Early Learning and Childcare
Our Vision:
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Early Learning and Childcare
What is free early learning and childcare?

From August 2020 every three and four year old, and some two year olds in Shetland
have been entitled to 1140 hours per year of free early learning and childcare (ELC).
Being part of a high quality early learning and childsateng will help children to
learn and develop the skills and confidence to succeed in all areas of their lives.

Thisguide intends tgrovideall the information neeeld to make choices abouhe
right early learning and childcasettingto meetthe needs of your family

Please do not hesitate to contaahyearly learning andntldcareprovider detailed in
this guideor one of theEarly Learning anchiltdcareTeamat/ KA f RNSy,@® { SN
will be happy to helgou.



Early Learning and Childcare
Is my child eligible?

Three and Four Year Olds
All dhildren born between 1 March 202d the end ofebruary 202&re eligible for
up to 1140hours of free early learning and childcare.

LF O K $irthGey falts Re@deen 1 March arié August they wilbe eligible from
16 August 203.

L ¥ § K Birthei falls befwvaen6 August and end dfebruarythey will be eligible
from the day after their third birthday.

TwoYearOlds
A two year old may baligibleto a funded place if yomeet one or more of the criteria
on the following page.

All eligible two year olds will ladbleto start the day after their second birthdéynce
the placement has been confirmed



Early Learning and Childcare

What is the galifyirg criteriafor two yearolds?

Children aged twqears old could be eligible fmded early learning and
childcareif they live in a household where a parent or carer is:

il
f

in receipt of certain benefits (listed below); or
care experienced

Eligible benefits are:

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4

il

Income support

Jobseeker's Allowance (incoiased)

Employment Support Allowance (incolmesed)

Incapacity Benefit or Severe Disablement Allowance

Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (CTC), but not Working Tax Gratijjour income is less than
£17,005

Both Maximum CTC and maximum Working Tax Caadityour income is
under £7,920

Support under Part VI of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Universal Credit withousehold takenome pay is £668 month or less

Please note: Income thresholds for Child Tax CaaditWorking Tax Credit can vary
annually.


https://www.mygov.scot/childcare-costs-help/funded-early-learning-and-childcare
https://www.mygov.scot/childcare-costs-help/funded-early-learning-and-childcare

Early Learning and Childcare
Care experienced parents and children

Two year olds are also eligible for funded hours if they are, or have begn@iian

1 Looked &er
1 Under a Kinship Careder
1 Under a Guardianshipr@er

From August 202Lare experienced parents are now eligible to apply for funded
early leaning and childcare for their tweear old child¥/ | N8 SELISNA Sy OS

individuals who have previously lived in:

Foster @re

Kinship @re

Residential &re

Those who have beeubject to a Compulsory Supervision Order through the
| KAt RNBYy Qa aft& latldmg/awayfford Boing R
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Early Learning and Childcare
Where can my child receive funded ELC?

There is a list of all providers within this guitleere are no catchment areas for early
learning anathildcaré so you can select any provider that you feelheditmeet your
needs.You can choose one provider for your entittement or you can select more than
one.

*Please note that whilst there are no catchment areas for early learning and childcare,
when your child starts school, catchment areas do apply.

Not all providers are registered fowo-year olds. The list of providessll detail the
age group they cater folf there is not a provider on the list that meets your needs,
please contact thedtly Learning and Childcare Teamemail: ELC@shetland.gov.uk
or phone:(01595)744074 | 744797

We would recommend that you contact your preferred provider to discuss any aspect
of their provisiorbefore completing the registration forntt is often helpful to visit a

setting before making a decision on your preferred provider. All settings providing
funded ELC have to meet the National Standard to ensure provision is of high quality.

How much funded EL€an my child receive?

Every three and four year old, and some two year olds, are entittet4@hours per
year of free early learning and childcarbis equates to up to 30 hours per week term
time only or 22% hours per week over 50 weeks per year.


mailto:ELC@shetland.gov.uk

Early Learning and Childcare
What if my child has an additional support need?

We are committed to Getting it Right for Every Q@IlRFE@nd appropriate support

will be put in place to meet the individual needs of every child. It is important that
information onany additional needs your child may have is highlighted on your
registration form. It is also useful to speak to your chosen provider as soon as your
place has been confirmed.

We are delighted to bevorking in partnership withiity Shetland and will be able to

offer children access to their holiday clab partof their funded provisionAbility
{KSOftFyRQa | 2t ARIFe /[/fdzo A& F2NJ OKAf RNBY
support needslf you choose to use the club during the holiday pexod will be ale

to use some of your allocated hours towards this. This will mean that you do not pay
to access the clu?lease contact the Early Learning and Childcare Viesaemail:
ELC@shetland.gov,yshone:(01595)744074 | 744793 contactAbility Shetland on

01595 743922or further information.



mailto:ELC@shetland.gov.uk

Early Learning and Childcare
Are snacks and meals provided?

Children who are in a setting odanchtimewill be offered dree lunch. A copy of a
sample menu can be viedupon request to the setting of your choice.

Parents /carers can also opt to provide their child with a packed lunch. There are no
facilities to warm lunches and there may be restrictions on what food types can be
broughtin.

Shacks will be providefdr your childree of charge

Can | get transport to the provider?

Parents karers are responsible for taking children to their provider. If pafararers
are having difficulties in doing this, please talk to the one oty Learning and
Childcare Teamh G/ KA f R NBig &dail: ELE ®W3Betlah& gov.dr phone:
(01595)744074 | 744797
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Early Learning and Childcare
How do | access a place?

Registratios will open orFriday3 February2023 and willclose on FridayQlFebruary
2023. During this time you need to complétee onlineregistration form and ensure
that it is submittedby 6pm on Friday10 February 2083 to be included in the initial
placing allocations.

Online registration forms can be acceptdter this deadline but it may reduce your
chances of gettinthe provision you would like.

As part of the online registration you will be required to submit a photograph of your
OKAf RQA 0 A NIwk be@&ND Vedhtl@ir dat df bit K A &

If you are registeringn eligibletwo year old you will also be required to submit
relevant supportinglocumentation online.

If you have any difficulties completing the online form pleasgacta member othe
Early Learning and Childcaeain for support.

We will write to yolby 30April 2@3 to confirm your placementYour details will be
passed on to your provider(s) who will cartitgou about what happens next.

11



Early Learning and Childcare
Will | get the place | ask for?

We will do everything we can to arrange the provision you have asked itas not
possible, we will contact you to discuss alternative arrangements. Allocations are made
Ay | O0O2NRIYOS gA0K GKS {KSGflFyR La#@lyR
usingthis link Admissions Policy

My child is already registered. Do | need to register again?

Alleligibletwo-yearoldsmustre-register as a three year alding the registration form
for 3 and 4 year olds

If yourthree or four year olchas accessedp to 1140 offunded enitlement the
previous year, yowo not need to register them agaiand your previous weekly
pattern will remain unless you request to change-byasing ELC @shetland.gov.ak
complete the change of pattern form which will be emailed to you from @ddrA f R Q &
setting

12
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mailto:ELC@shetland.gov.uk

Early Learning and Childcare
What arethe termtime dates?
Shool Term Dates 2023/24

Term 1 Wednesday 16 August 2023 to Friday 6 October 2023
Term 2 Wednesday 25 October 2023 to Friday 22 December 2023
Term 3 Tuesday 09 January 2024 to Thursday 28 March 2024
Term 4 Monday 15 Apri2024 to Friday 28 June 2024
Occasional Holiday Dates In-Service Dates

1 Wednesday 31 January 2024 1 Monday 14 August 2023

9 Friday 23 February 2024 1 Tuesday 15 August 2023

1 Monday 26 February 2024 1 Monday 23 October 2023

91 Friday 29 March 2024 1 Tuesday 24 Octolb023

1 Monday 08 January 2024

Please not¢hat if you are using a tersfime model,there will be no funded provision
for an inservice day.

13



Early Learning and Childcare
Where can | get moraformationand suppor?

We are here to helplVe recognise that thdifferentoptions mayappear to be

complex. Please do not hesitate to contact us for lalpther information and

support withany aspect of early learning and childaaravailablérom any of our

providers or by contacting tHearly Learning and Childcare Téaih / KA f RNBy Q
Services via-mail: ELC@shetland.gov.okphone:(01595)744074 | 744797

14


mailto:ELC@shetland.gov.uk

Early Learning and Childcare
How can | use my entitlement?

Theae are a number of options available to help you getrtiost out of your funded
hours-

Termtime only (up to 30 hours per week over 38 weeks per)year

If you would like terrtime only yu can opt for a number of hours that suit your needs
up to 1140 per yeailhe hours you chooserustbe across one block of time each day.
The pattern that you chooseag vary from day to day but your weekly tetime
pattern must remain the same.

Year roundup to22%hours per week over 50 weeks per year)

There are a limited number of settings that can offer year round provi$igou
require year round provisioyou should choose one of these providéfeu can opt

for a number of hours that suit your needs up to 1140 per year. The hours you choose
mustbe across one block of time each day. The pattern that you choose can vary from
day to day but your weekly tertime pattern must remain the same year round.

Split Placements
With either the termtime only option or the year rourmption,you can choose a split
placement with any other funded provider

Blended Provision

You can choose to apply for a blendaddel between docal authority setting and a
registered childminder or betweenpartner provider and a registered childminder.
Blended placements are limited but we will make every effort to try and meet your
needs.

Attendance ptternsmust be set witha weekly recurring patterrAd hoc changes to

patterns cannot be accommodatell requests to make changes to a pattern must be
approved by the centré&LGeam prior to commencement.
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Early Learning and Childcare
Providers

You can choose any of the following providers for arehr oldsand ®me settings
also offer places fantitled 2 year oldsTo register for a place, pleasse the
registration brm for three andfour yearoldsor the form forentitled two yearolds,
both ofwhich can be found online www.shetland.gov.uk/education

Year
, .| Opening/Closing | Round Protected
Setting Contact Detailg pening 9 .
Time or Term Lunchtime
Time
All settings operate 5 No pickups or drop
*Acceptseligible2 year olds days per week (Mondg YR/TT offs during these

to Friday) times
Aith Nursery 01595 807400 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 11.45amto 1.15pm
Baltasound JHS Early Yé&ar{ 01595 807020 8.30am to 4.00pm TT 12.15pm to 1.15pm
Bell's Bradursery 01595 743720 8.30am to 4.30pm TT 11.45am to 1.15pm
Brae High School Nursery 01595 745601 8.30am to 4.30pm YRITT 11.45am to 1.00pm

Burra Early Years 01595 859451 8.30am to 3.00pm TT N/A
Cunningsburgh Early Yeary 01595 807250 8.30am to 4.30pm TT 11.45am to 1.00pm
Dunrossness EaMears 01595 745440 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 11.45amto 1.15pm

Fair Isle Early Years 01595 760254 By arrangement TT N/A

Foula Early Years 01595 745026 By arrangement TT N/A

Hame fae Hame* 01595 881146 7.30am to 6.00pm YR/TT N/A
Happyhansel Early Years| 01595 807458 8.30am to 4.00pm TT 12.15pm to 1.15pm
Isles Haven/Old Infarits 0153257;1052398 8.45am to 5.00pm YR/TT | 12.00pm to 1.30pm
Lunnasting Early Years 01595 745690 8.45am to 3.00pm TT 12.00pm to 1.00pm
Mid Yell JHS Nursé&ry 01595 745050 8.45am to 3.4pm TT 12.00pm to 1.00pm

Continued on next padé
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Early Learning and Childcare

Providers
Year
, . | Opening/Closing | Round Protected
Setting Contact Detailg P .g 9 .
Time or Term Lunchtime
Time
All settings operate 5 No pickups or drop
*Accepts eligible 2 year olds days per week (Monda YR/ TT offs during these
to Friday) times
Mossbank Early Years* 01595 807280 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 12.45pm to 1.45pm
Peerie Foxes* 01595 696696 7.45am to 5.30pm YR/TT | 12.00pm to 12.45pm

Sandwick Early Years 01595 745320 8.30am to 4.30pm YRITT 11.45am to 1.15pm

Early Years Scalloway 01595 743777 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 11.45am to 1.15pm
Skeld Early Years 01595 807480 9.00am to 2.00pm TT N/A
Sound Early Years 01595 744982 8.30am to 4.30pm TT 11.45amto 1.15pm
Tingwall Early Years 01595 807224 8.30am to 4.30pm TT 11.45am to 1.15pm
Urafirth Early Years 01595 807460 8.15am to 3.4pm TT 11.45am to 12.45pm
Whalsay Early Years 01595 743800 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 11.45am to 1.00pm
Whiteness Early Years 01595 745380 8.15am to 4.15pm TT 12.15pm tol.30pm

Please note that most ELC settings operate a protected lunch time. This means that
no children can be dropped off or picked up during a specified period ofTimsas
to ensure that children have a high quality lunch time experience.

Childminders who offer funded provision

Provider Name Contact Details Provision
Ages and Times

Hazel Smith (Dunrossness) 01950 460541 Termtime and Yearound
Times by arrangement

Sarah Munro (Dunrossness) 01950 460770 Termtime
Times by arrangement
Susan Clelland (Lerwick) 01595 696933 Termtime and Yearound
Times by arrangement
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
Aith Nursery

Aith nursery is part of the Junior High School hefgtin We are a busy nursery at the
centre of an active community. We are registered to take 32 ehilét Aith nursery we
believe that every child is unique and develops in their own time, the early years shoul
be a race but a journey full of fundaadventure. We believe in working together to offer .
creative learning experiences, and nurture happy and curious children who know they
valued and are supported to reach their full potential.

Aith Nursery is open from 8.15am to 4.15pm Monday twalfrand has a protectddnch
time of 11.45ang 1.15pm.
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
BaltasoundIHS Early Years

Baltasoundlunior High School, the most northerly school in the United Kingtlerare
a fully inclusive school with Early Years to Secondary 4 students all on the same c
A diverse and enterprisirsghool, we pride ourselves as being part of a dynamic isla
community with students, staff and parents all working together. Our motto is:

Peerie School, Big Dreams!

This reflects that we are a small rural school on the most northerly island in the U
although we are able to progress through our school and becogwna we dare or

B & R SN ‘% dream to be.

At Baltasound JHS Early Years we aim to work toge
1 with parents and carers, to ensure that all children f
¢ valued, safe, secure and happy. We offer provision
learners starting at 2 years old, until they start P1 and

we offer freeflow play from inside to outside.

. have close links with the rest of the school. Play is an important part of our Early Years curriculum &

N Our school values are READY, SAFE and RESPECTFUL. We believe that these encompass what \

to bean active member of our community and to make sure we are equipped with all the skills

grow. We promote a culture of tolerance, inclusion, divergiality, fairness and opportunity.

19

required in life. If we are ready, safe and respectful then we can be in the best position to learn and



Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
StftQa . NIS bdzZNBSNE

.Sttt Q& . N}S bdzNESNE tolodr indoorfoltdd &ea arsl inisery &
outdoor area.We have capacity for Ghildren

Our vision statement says thét; S fBfaelsd&ommunity where everyone achieves [&
YR 3FAya KFLLERE YSY2NASaode
CKSNEF2NBE> ¢S glyld G2 YIS adaNB OGKI 0
experience for every child from the very beginniRgr this reason, communication a
partnership between hme and nursery is essential. We value parents/carers

knowledge of their child and we strive to work collaboratively to ensure positive g |
interactions, experiences and spaces for all chlldren

WO FSNE OKAfR KIFIad GKS NARAIKG G2 LIXLFeQ

_ In line with Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child, we
sni Promote and value that all children have the right to participate in and lead their play.

| Within the Nursery, we have three zonesocial (e.g. role play, games tgblzeative

(e.g. sand and water tray, art area) and outdoors/discoveryirtedapr/outdoor area,

= blocksgarden). Staff observe children and ensure that the resources in each zone
reflect their interests, supporting higfuality interactions, experiencasd spaces.

Play is essential to healthy development from birth to adulthood, contributing to
capacity for learning, resilience and the development of physical, cognitive, social anc
emotional skills.
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
BraeHigh School Nursery

NS 1 ATK {30KiZ2 (OND F BASA N2 yW[AS | NY A Y : § pt4ss b | NI

supportive, ambitious and enables all children and young people to thrive.

Brae ELC offers day care facilities for children adegk2rs; based in the Prima
Department of Brae High School. Brae iElgart of Brae High School, we wc _
closely with the School, and this supports transition from nursery to school & == d

We have a very spacious main room, breakout spaces, kitchen area and o=
areas. We have established zones within our continuous moyvikese are:

1 Art and Craft

1 Sensory and Discovery
Role Play

Construction

Story (Literacy)
Outdoors

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

to write and read at all times.

The nursery has many stimulating and challenging resoaro@ag to be appropriate

are being used and take a responsive approach on developing the setting.

21

Embedded MessagingThe aim of this is to have opportunities for mark making
embedded throughout all zones in the nursery. The children will have opportunitie

for the children within the nursery. Staff regularly reflect on how the resources/area:



Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
BurraEarly Years

Here at Burra we see ourselves as a-eathblitied integral part of the local community. ¥ s
We strive to create a homely nurturing environment that is child centred, fostering leat:

through the children's natural curiosity and interests.

™~ We operate school term time Mefri 8.30am
‘ - 3pm
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
Cunningsbigh Early Years

At Cunningsburgh Early Yeanrs want to make a difference to the children in our care by
providing a safe anaurturingenvironment where they can thrive, achiestecessind be
happy We wish to support their learning and development tigitoexperiences within and o
with our setting which promotes plagngagementindependenceencourages curiosity and
provokes wonder about the worltound them.

Successful
Happy
Independent
Nurtured

Engaged
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
DunrossnesEarly Years

w \4“‘-_
Our nursery setting offers a caring and nurturing environment where children feel saf~=" \
be curious and creative, explore and communicate. The learning occurs through plal

inside and outside, whichischfldSRX ¢KSNB ¢S F2fft2¢ (GKS

The skilled staff in nursery are able to observe the children at play and support and e
their play, sometimes standing back, sometimes intervening to extend or offer ideas. » . - B2
staff are experienced in planning in the moment and using questioning@esions to BN '
extend learning. We focus on the learning process, not the product.

The nursery is very much part of the school and the children have many opportunitie
become used to the whole school building and the wider school community.

,.,1' may have.

e
Our schools ethos:
Living LaughingLearning

A caring, happy school that nurtures, encourages and supports every individual to
Determinedly Pursue Successlinareas of their lives.
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Introduction to Early Learning and Childcare Settings
Fair Isle€early Years

At Fair Isle EL.©ur aim is to nurture and support each individual child on their
unique learning journeyOur small island community and small setting size, allow
staff to work very closely witthildren and their families. We create a welcoming,
positive and supportive environment where children feel safe, happy and
inquisitive High quality interactions, experiences and spaces allow curious minds
to flourish.

Our indoor area is welesourced ad spacious. We have access to the adjacent

community playark and a large playground with climbing apparatus. Our school

garden features a mud kitchen and large sand area. Vegetables and some fruits are

grown in our raised bed and fruit cage. Healthydpoe is enjoyed in school lunches or as a snack. We have an outdoor shed that was
recently adapted into a sheltered learning space. Fair Isle provides a rich source of
outdoor exploration and enjoyment through local walks or community visits.

FAIRand friendly
Inspired to do our best
SIf-belief

Learning together
Empathy
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