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Loose parts policy	

At Sandwick ELC we recognise the value of loose parts play in supporting children’s creativity, curiosity, and independent learning. We are committed to providing a rich, stimulating environment where children can explore, experiment, and take appropriate risks using a wide range of open-ended materials.
Play Scotland describes Loose parts as materials that can be moved, combined, redesigned, lined up, taken apart, and put back together in multiple ways. They may be natural or synthetic and have no fixed purpose. Examples include stones, shells, sticks, fabric, boxes, tyres, pipes, and recycled materials.

Benefits of Loose Parts Play
· To foster creativity, imagination, and problem-solving skills
· To support child-led, play-based learning
· To encourage exploration and curiosity
· To promote independence and decision-making
· To develop physical coordination and fine/gross motor skills
· To support wellbeing through engaging, meaningful play experiences

Safety
To ensure the safety of children while still giving them the freedom to explore and challenge themselves:
· Any donations of loose parts will be checked by the staff member that receives them.
  Loose parts will be cleaned in accordance with infection and control policy.
  Loose parts will be regularly checked to ensure there fit for purpose. 
 Staff will be vigilant that all loose part resources are suitable for the age and stage of children playing with them. 
     Any broken loose parts or unsafe resources will be removed from play immediately and disposed of.
· Children will be encouraged to help tidy and care for the loose resources. 
· Children will be supported by staff to develop an awareness of their own safety and that of others when playing with loose part resources. 

Links to National Guidance
This policy aligns with:
· Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) – Early Level
· Play Scotland: Loose Parts Play - Play Scotland
· Care Inspectorate guidance on loose parts play - playful-schools-and-the-power-of-loose-parts-play.pdf
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