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Laundry Policy
At Sandwick ELC we are committed to maintaining high standards of hygiene and infection prevention.  Safe handling, storage and laundering of clothing and soft fabrics is essential to protect children, staff and visitors from the spread of infection. 
This policy follows best practice guidance including, including Infection prevention and control guidance and nappy changing and hygiene guidance from the care inspectorate. 

Laundered items include:
Dish towels, cloths, aprons, dressing up clothes, blankets, cushions, outdoor suits and items of clothing.  Any borrowed clothes that are returned to the setting should be put straight into the non-soiled laundry box for re-washing to ensure hygiene standards are maintained. 
Early years practitioners, students and temporary staff must comply with the following procedure to maintain the Health and Safety for the children in their care, themselves and their colleagues.

Procedure when dealing with soiled clothing:
Dirty and especially soiled (faecal contaminated) linen and clothing can be a source of cross-infection. 
· Children’s clothing which is dirty will be put into an appropriate bag.  Soiled clothing (faecal contaminated) will be double bagged and sent home for parents/carers to wash. 
· All  soiled clothing bags will be kept in the soiled bin in the changing room with the child’s name and details on a label until its collected by parents/ carers. 
· Do not rinse soiled clothing by hand, including reusable nappies. Put it directly into a named, plastic bag/container and double bag if faecal contaminated. Bags to be sealed to prevent further handling, prior to the child’s parent or guardian collecting. 
· Staff to inform the parent or guardian that the clothing is dirty and should be washed at the highest possible temperature for the fabric.
· Wash all linen at the hottest temperatures specified on the fabric.
· If any water/cleaning fluids are spilt clear up immediately, use a wet floor sign if required.
· Fresh, clean linen should be stored in a dry area separate from any dirty linen.

Storage of Laundry Equipment and Detergents:
· Laundry detergent, disinfecting chemicals and equipment will all be stored in the laundry cupboard and locked when not in use. 
· All clothes will be washed with non-biological washing powder.
· Non-soiled clothing is to be kept separate from soiled clothing in a sealed box in the laundry cupboard. 
· Laundry boxes should be disinfected after each load of washing put on. 
· Soiled clothing should be washed at the highest possible temperature for the fabric type. 
· After a soiled wash the machine should be put on a 60-degree empty wash. 
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