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Infectious outbreak protocol

Aims of this protocol:
To minimise transmission of infectious illness within the setting. Protect the children, staff and families of those attending the setting, and ensure compliance with NHS guidance. 

Definition of an Outbreak
An outbreak may be suspected when:
· Two or more linked cases of the same illness occur within a short period.
· There is a sudden increase in absence due to illness. 
· A notifiable disease is identified.

Immediate Actions to be taken by Lead Infection Prevention Officer:
· Isolate symptomatic child or staff member in a supervised area.
· Contact parents/carers for immediate collection
· Reinforce exclusion periods (e.g. 48 hours for vomiting/diarrhoea)
· Begin outbreak log (symptoms, onset dates, rooms affected)
· Notify ELC manager and management team within the school and, where appropriate the Care Inspectorate.

Enhanced Infection Prevention Protocols:
· Increase supervised handwashing frequency.
· Increase ventilation within the setting. 
· Increase cleaning frequency of high touch point areas (handles/ taps/ toilets etc)

Sensory Play & Resources
Suspend or remove high-risk sensory play items, including:
· Water trays
· Sand/ sensory trays
· Playdough.
· Limit resources that are hard to clean from the setting. 
· Increase cleaning of resources after each session. 
· Wash soft furnishing/ soft toys.

Food & Snack Procedures
· Staff only to prepare and serve food/snacks (no self-service)
· Ensure strict hand hygiene before and after eating.
· Staff to use appropriate PPE (e.g. gloves, aprons) when handling food/ plates/ utensils. 

Communication
Ensure parents/ carers are Informed of:
· Symptoms to monitor
· Exclusion periods
· Control measures in place
· Staff to maintain confidentiality at all times and not share information about specific children to other parents/ carers. 
· Provide updates if the situation changes.
· Inform the Local Authority and Care Inspectorate as appropriate. 
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