[image: A rock in a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Indoor Play Policy
Play Policy
“Children have the right to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.” – Article 31, UNCRC. 
Sandwick ELC is committed to providing an environment with challenging play experiences which support learning in all areas.
1. Staff have an understanding of child development and that each child will develop at their own pace.  
1. Play activities are freely chosen and staff will ensure the nursery environment provides resources which support learning in all areas through play and are enticing, stimulating and inclusive to all children attending the setting.
1. All children have access to an environment which provides a balanced range of play activities with free-flow access to the indoors and outdoors for the majority of the day.
1. Staff observe children in the course of their play, extending their learning through thoughtful intervention and/or adding resources to support this while continuing to ensure the intent and content of play is left to the children.
1. Observations of play and the children’s voice is listened to in supporting and planning to extend children’s learning experiences.
1. Risky play experiences give children the opportunity to develop their own risk awareness and assessment skills.  At Sandwick ELC we will give the children space to experiment and take balanced risks under the supervision of staff who will balance the risk of harm against the benefits of how children are playing.
1. Resources will be freely available to the children to make their own selection from.
1. Staff will be willing and enthusiastic playmates with children when invited to join in with their play.

Key Documentation: 
· Realising the ambition: Being Me - Play Scotland
· Quality improvement framework for early learning and childcare sectors
· Curriculum for Excellence | Education Scotland
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