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Hot Drinks Policy

At Sandwick ELC the safety and wellbeing of children is paramount. Hot drinks pose a potential risk if not handled appropriately.  This policy outlines guidance to ensure that hot drinks can be consumed safely.  All staff must follow:

· Hot water for drinks must be obtained from the kettle in the staff area and not within the early years setting. 
· All hot drinks must be kept in a lidded, sealed cup at all times while in the setting.
· Cups must be spill-resistant and designed for safe transport.
· Open mugs or uncovered cups are not permitted in any area accessible to children.
· Hot drinks must never be placed on: low tables, shelves within children’s reach, window sills or unstable surfaces.
· When not being consumed, hot drinks should be stored in high, secure areas within staff-only spaces.
· Any visitors to the setting must be made aware of this policy and directed to the staff areas if they would like a hot drink. 
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