
Head Teacher’s Report to Parent Council      26.02.19
School Roll 
Our current school roll is 110 children in the Primary and 32 children in our Early Learning and Childcare Unit. We have not had information back regarding our nursery or P1 enrolments yet so we are unsure about numbers for next year. We have a large class (26) going out and I predict a class of 11 or 12 coming in so we may well be in the number bracket for a four teacher school. This will have implications on many aspects of our school life; I shall let you know as soon as I do. 
Transition arrangements are underway for pupils transferring to SJHS. We have enhanced transition sessions beginning and the class gets to visit for the morning on the 12th May and the afternoon on the 20th May before their 2 full days in on the 23rd and 24th June. We have some pupils who have put in placing requests to attend the AHS. This will not be confirmed until the end of April. 
Staffing Changes
We are currently advertising for a Play Practitioner in NOOSC. We had applicants last time but none of them had the necessary qualification. The post closes tomorrow and we hope to attract a suitable candidate. If we cannot recruit, we may need to explore other options with HR and Sam Flaws, QIO. 
Christmas

Our lower key carol concert was very well received. The bairns sang beautifully and there was a lovely atmosphere. This reduced pressure on children who do not like big performances. It is also a time where routines at home can be very different so keeping school calm also helped some children cope better with the season! The mince pies and mulled juice went down well but next year we will have that in the foyer so more people may partake. Folk were less keen to come to the canteen hatch once they had found their seats. 
The family choir led by Mrs J Inkster was well attended and enjoyed by all. The carol singing at the airport was appreciated by staff and passengers. One HT colleague told me we had brought tears to her eyes, happy tears! We hope that this will happen again. 

The Christmas card deliveries went well, thank you to all of those who helped. This brought in £350.20 for school funds. This is less than last year but still a good amount. We also raised £273 from pupil Christmas card designs. Next year we will get the orders earlier so people can order the other items available. 

Parental Involvement

We are holding our ‘Sharing Learning Events’ this term. It is a slight change to the traditional assemblies for some classes as we wanted to offer children and staff the opportunity to plan and share learning in a way for their choosing. The events held so far have been very well attended and feedback from families and friends has been positive. There is also a chance for parents to look at children’s folios displaying the work they have been doing. 
Family Lunches

We will reinstate Family Lunches in term 4. These will be on the following Fridays: 1st May, 8th May, 15th May, 22nd May and 1st June. We will let families know the date they are invited. 
RRSA

We have begun working towards our Bronze Award. Through Focus Friday the pupils have worked out the difference between Wants and Needs and filled out the RRSA questionnaire. Our Focus Group of pupils comprises of our Captains and Vice Captains but we need some parents or community members to join. It is not a huge commitment. If you are interested, please let me know. 

SMUHA week is approaching fast! We are keen to involve family and members of the wider school community. We will be offering options for children throughout the week in the P5-7 age range to be involved in squad acts or enterprise projects. The P7 Jarl Squad is all organised although help with sewing would be appreciated! If anyone would like to help out at all during that week, please let us know. It is a highlight in the school calendar. It is an excellent context for the children to be developing skills for learning, life and work. We have developed a partnership with Shetland Jewellery this year and hope to have a piece of jewellery to showcase and take orders for on SMUHA day. 
SMUHA DAY

9.15: Muster in School Playground 

10.00: Galley Burning in Boddam Playing Field

11.00: Teas, coffees and cakes for sale in Dunrossness Primary hall 

11.30: Squad Acts in the Dunrossness School Hall 

2.00: Jarl Squad Visit 
Wider Achievement 

Next term we will be doing a three-week block of wider achievement and we will be looking for parent volunteers and members of our community to share their skills and support the events. 
Health Week

We are also planning a Health Week to promote physical, social and mental health and wellbeing. We are keen to incorporate family learning within this week. I have already made contact with partners regarding this. We have decided on the last week of term for this, week beginning 29th June. As always, anyone with ideas or who wish to help would be greatly appreciated. 
Term 3 Report

We will continue with the reporting calendar issued earlier this year, with our main written report in term 3 and a Learner Led event on the 19th May.  Formal appointments are available to anyone wishing to discuss issues arising from the report or the Learner Led event.  Nursery will have an Open Evening in May also but on a different date. There will be a chance for a discussion with staff or an appointment can be made with Mrs Mullay and Mrs Meadows.  
Thank you all for your continued support. 
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