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Mid Yell JHS Parent Council are a group of parents selected by members of the parent forum (the collective name for every parent, carer or guardian at a school) to represent all the parents of children at the school.
Parent Councils have an important role to play in ensuring that children's education is enriched by parents' valuable life experience, individual personal skills and unique knowledge of their own child.

What is the role of Parent Councils?

Parent Councils help parents and carers to become more actively and effectively involved in their children's learning. It is recognised that parents play an important role both in their own child's learning and in the life of their school. 
Parent Councils are flexible and designed to make sure that they represent their school and its interests effectively. Parent members should decide what is most important for the Parent Council to work on.

Parent Councils can:

· provide a voice for parents, in schools and in their local authority, on issues that are important to them and their children

· help the school to understand how to most effectively involve parents in their children's learning and in the life of the school

· support the school and head teacher in developing strong home/school partnerships

· support the school in its development and improvement, and in understanding and making links with the wider community

· capture the unique and varied skills, interests, knowledge and experience that parents can offer.

Working in partnership with the school

Your Parent Council helps to create an environment where all parents know that their views matter, and where they feel confident and comfortable putting them forward.

It is important that the Parent Council and the school have a joint commitment to seek parents' views and ideas and to ensure that these make a real difference to the work and life of the school.

Sharing parents' views with the head teacher and staff, and making sure those views are listened to and taken into account, will be possible if the Parent Council and the school have a positive working partnership.

Gathering and sharing parents' views

Each school community is unique and there is a wide range of educational issues on which parents may wish to contribute their views. Areas in which parent views could be sought may include:

· How the school communicates with parents

· Supporting delivery of Curriculum for Excellence by tapping into parents' skills, experiences and expertise

· The processes involved in preparing children for key transitions, such as from nursery to primary, primary to secondary and leaving school

· Discussing the opportunities available to children during key periods of their school career, such as the Senior Phase (S4-S6)

· Formulating the school's priorities for improvement (the development of the School Improvement Plan)

· Revising existing school policies and introducing new policies

· Any significant changes (for example, moving to a new school building)

· Developing the School Handbook.

If you are interested in joining the Mid Yell Parent Council please contact the present chair 
Tammie Fraser tammie.fraser@shetland.gov.uk or the clerk julia.lyth@shetland.gov.uk 
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